TRE 


MISSIONARY 


Ail BMesperandum, Christo sub @uce. 


I.--CHARGE TO THE REV. GEORGE ALBERT WILDER, 
MISSIONARY TO THE ZULUS. 


|To those who heard this charge in Hartford, we ought to say it is given in 
these pages as originally written. But when called for after the sermon and 
other services, we found ourselves obliged to use only extracts, too brief for 
the continuity of the discourse, though too long for the occasion.]| _ 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 94. 


IF you go to a region of unbroken heathenism you may find it dif- 
ficult at first to gain a hearing, and you will very likely realize the 
aptness of dear old Dr. Winslow’s advice to a missionary in such a 
case—advice drawn from a quaint old recipe for cooking a hare, viz., 
First catch your hare.” 

Heathens, at first, know nothing of the Gospel, and care not to know 
it. Curiosity may bring them a few times to the missionary, but it 
will not hold them long enough to gain an intelligent understanding 
of his message. How shall he draw and hold them under his daily 
influence and teaching? Never, my brother, use money inducements. 
- Once on a journey in India I became the guest of a brother mission- 
ary, and on Sabbath he took me in his carriage to his church, in the 
city of some 32,000 people. By his side, on the seat of the carriage, 
was a bag of coin. Noticing the glance of my eye to it, with perhaps 
a look of surprise on my part, he remarked, in a tone of apology, 
“Fishermen must use bait, you know,” and added something about 
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the miracle of the loaves and fishes. The memory of that bag of 


money, and of its promiscuous distribution to the natives in that 


church at the close of the morning service, comes over me with irre- 
-pressible pain, and justifies the words of caution I have spoken. 


Show your kindness to the heathen in all proper ways ; help the needy, 


sick and suffering ; get as near to them in personal interest and sym- 


pathy as you can; but never do an act that will be interpreted by 
them as an abies to bribe them to accept — religion. Leave 
that entirely to the Romanists. a 

Of all means employed by missionaries in India to draw timid or 
prejudiced heathen under their teaching and influence, none have 
proved so effective, and at the same time so unobjectionable, as schools. 
Knowledge appeals to the nobler elements of the human mind. Even 
heathen minds quickly recognize the value of new ideas and truths on 


any subject within their grasp; and they recognize, too, the disin- 


terested kindness of those who teach them. The teaching thus 
imparted awakens thought, rouses the intellect, and brings heathen 
minds into a state the most favorable possible to understanding the 
truth of God, which converts the soul. 

Much has been said, in some quarters, against the employment of 
heathen teachers in such schools. This question has been sadly mis- 
apprehended, often misrepresented. No missionary ever employs a 
heathen to teach Christianity. An educated heathen can teach arith- 


= metic just as correctly as a Christian can ; and in a new mission, where 
Christian teachers cannot be had at any price, if, by paying $2 a- 


month to an educated heathen teacher, a missionary can, by him, 
impart a knowledge of the common branches of study, and save his 
own time and strength for teaching the Gospel to his pupils, their parents 
and others, how better can he use the $2? This view is strength- 
ened by the fact that those thus led to hear and study the Gospel while 
heathen teachers are to-day our ablest native pastors and workers, and 

constitute the special strength and hope of our missions in India. I 
s'iould speak with more mn and fullness on this subject, but for the fact 
that the terrible mistake made by some of our foreign missionary boards 


in suppressing schools some years ago has been generally recognized, a 
reaction has taken place, and better views have so far prevailed that 


in every instance, so far as I know, the suppressed schools have been 
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revived, or others have taken their place; in some cases more and 
better schools now than when they were interdicted. If any one 
doubts the value of schools, both for bringing heathen under Christian 
teaching and influence, and for training native Christians to support 
intelligent, independent and self-perpetuating churches, let him visit 
the Romish converts in India—see them by thousands unable to read, 
unable even to tell who Christ was, worshiping the picture of the 
Virgin, true, but only in addition to their scores of Hindu gods; let 


: him read the tomes of the Abbé duBois, in which he reports the igno- 


rance, superstitions and perverse depravity of the thousands bap- 
tized by the Jesuits before him, and his earnest, prolonged, but futile 
efforts to bring them to better views and practices ; till, in despair, he 
records his belief that to transform a Hindu into a Christian is an 


_ absolute impossibility. 


If you would understand the value of secular and money motives 
in winving the heathen to Christianity, go read the records of Dutch 
rule in Ceylon, where, under an administration that allowed no native 
but members of the Christian church to hold office and enjoy its 
emoluments, native converts flocked into the churches by thousands ; 


but when the administration changed, and the secular motives ceased, 


not only did new converts cease to come, but the thousands already in 
the churches disappeared like the morning dew. It is on record that 


in the first few years of this Dutch policy, natives signed the Helvetic © 


confession and joined the churches to the number of 65,000; and this 
number afterwards rose to 180,000. At the date of the change of 
policy (1802) 136,000 native Christians were reported. But so rapid 
was their disappearance, that four years later (1806) Dr. Buchanan 
says the Protestant religion there had become extinct. 


In your work in Africa, my brother, let nothing displace the draw- 


ing power of the cross. Even schools, especially boarding-schools, so-— 


called, may be so conducted as to appeal to the lower and selfish interests 
of the heathen in a way to dishonor the cross and hinder the work. I 
recall a mission seminary in India of this boarding character, which, 
after ten years’ existence, at an expense of some Rs. 3000 a year, was 
placed in care of a young missionary, just arrived from America. 
The boarding allowance was paid monthly in money to each pupil, 


and he procured his daily food at home or elsewhere. The young 3 
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missionary, not feeling quitesatisfied with this use of mission funds, soon: 


gained the consent of his elder brethren in the mission to gradually di- 


minish the boarding allowance, provided he would keep good the number 
of the pupils. The experiment was gently made. The manly feelings 


of the boys were appealed to, developed and enlisted. Their love of. 


knowledge was fostered and strengthened as the reduction went on, 
and the money motive came to appear more and more unworthy of 
them ; and in less than six years every boarding allowance had ceased, 
and several of the abler young men were paying tuition fees; the 
moral and spiritual tone of the school had constantly improved ; and 
some dozen of the best young men in it had become hopefully con- 


verted and received into the church, though in the former ten years of 


the school not a convert had been pethered from it. 

_ Let us never forget, my brother, that our aim in the work of mis- 
sions is to save souls; and that the crucified Christ is the way, the 
truth and the life. Of the many things I would gladly ms but can- 
not, let me mention a few. 

(1) Master the language of the people to whom you go, as soon and 
as perfectly as — Never be content to preach through an iter- 
preter. 

(2) The necessity of Bible translation and a Christian literature is 
imperative. Expect not to have stable converts and a growing church 
without feeding them with the word of life and fitting them to read it 
for themselves. As soon as you shall have mastered the language, 
have some Bible translation or some Christian tract or book in prepa- 
ration, and always at hand to occupy the odd minutes when not preach- 
ing, teaching or doing other mission work. ‘The young missionaries 
who are least happy in their work and soonest leave it, are not those 
who are most busy and earnest in it. Dear old Jonathan Edwards 
was right when he advised young ministers to keep all their irons in 
the fire and neglect none of them; declaring he was proof to all his 


brethren that “he that would live long must work hard.” 


(3) Report your work—not to be seen of men, but to secure for your- 
self and your work the live interest and sympathy, and earnest prayers 
of Christian hearts longing for the salvation of the heathen. If they 
hear nothing from you, they’!l forget you, and pray for those they do 
hear from. Some missionaries withhold reports under the plea of 
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modesty—seeming to forget that laziness is as great a sin as pride is; 
and that they are really showing more pride by concealing the barren- 


ness of their efforts, than if they frankly confessed the true state of the 


case, and begged friends in Christendom to intercede with God for 
mercy and help in their behalf. 

(4) Lf God gives you converts, train them to self-support.—The one 
grievous mistake in some missions is just here. Converts and churches 
have been allowed to regard themselves as mere appendages to the 
mission, and to expect support from the mission funds. Of the diffi- 


culty in insisting on their self-support, and of the grounds of this. 


_ difficulty mostly inhering in the salaries and style of living of the 


missionaries, so much larger and more expensive than in case of the 


natives, I must not stop to speak. But however great this difficulty, 
it must be overcome. Native converts, poor as most of them are, can 
give to support the true religion, as easily as they have always before 
given to support a false religion; give they must, and the native 
churches must become self-supporting, or the Gospel gains no solid 
and permanent foundation among Sag 

(5) Shall I speak of your relations to your brother missionaries, and 
to the committee and officers of the board under whose direction you 


go to this work? .Shall I remind you “how good and how pleasant 


it is for brethren to dwell together in unity?” That if you would be 
worthy to command, you must first learn to obey? Shall I remind 
you of that sweet text—a perpetual benediction to the soul inspired 
by it—“ The meek will He guide in judgment; the meek will He teach 
His way?” Few earthly ties become stronger than those which grow 
up between fellow-workers in common efforts to enlighten and save 
the heathen. Few human hearts learn better to value the sympathy 
and fellowship of kindred minds than do foreign missionaries in their 
exile from Christendom; and it seems almost superfluous to say, 
“keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.” And yet, mis- 
sionaries are still human, and differing views do sometimes arise 


among them even on vital questions of ways and measures for best 


prosecuting their sacred work. ‘The dear apostle says: “ Be kindly 
affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring 
one another.” Rom. xii. 10. “ Follow after the things which make 
for peace.” Rom. xiv. 19. “ Let nothing be done through strife or 
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vain glory ; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves.” Phil. ii. 3. Adopt these inspired teachings, my brother, 


~.~ and prove the full sweetness of the highest Christian courtesy, fellow- 


ship and love. In all kindly sentiments and acts of Christian cour- 


_ tesy and affection, you will always find it more blessed to give than 


to receive. And yet, when fidelity to Christ and his work makes it 
your duty to contend earnestly for some vital principle in faith or 
practice, remember that the divinely inspired author of the very 
injunctions I have quoted, had a “sharp contention” about John 
Mark, even with the beloved Barnabas, and that he rebuked Peter to 
his face before them all, because he was to be blamed, and few of us 
think any worse of dear old Paul for doing so. 
(And let me ask, in parentheses, will some good brother compute 
for us just what would have been the gain to the infant church, or to 
the work of missions, in Paul’s time, if some mission Secretary at 
Jerusalem had recalled Paul, or Peter, or Barnabas, or all three of 
them, because of their dissensions, and had let them preach the Gospel 
no more to the Gentiles?) The fact is, my brother, there are worse 
things in this world than an honest difference of views between mis- 
sionary brethren. The Dean of Canterbury, churchman as he is, says : 
“ We may as well be content with the existence of rival denomina- 
tions—they are the result of life, and without them there would be 
the torpor of death.” Running streams are better and safer than stag- 
nant pools, even though the latter be protected and regulated by official 
walls and statutes, and the former flow with the freedom and foam of 
laughing cascades. In every emergency, my brother, keep yourself in 


the love of God. But if any of your missionary brethren ever “ dis- 


semble” as Peter did, if they so.mistake the spirit and teaching of 
God’s word, as to advocate Zulu polygamy among the converts, or the 
selling of their Christian daughters for cattle, don’t feel it necessary to 
agree with them, lest you disturb the harmony of the mission ; hesitate 
not to hold and adv ocate different views, even at the risk of «“ a sharp 
contention.” 

In the very first sentence of Tract No. 1, on “ The Office and Work 


-of the Missionary to the Heathen,’ appears the following statement, 


iz.: “ The facilities for propagating the Gospel throughout the world 
are vastly greater now than in the days of the apostles; but it is far 
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more difficult now than then to impart a purely spiritual character to 
missions among the heathen.” Why more difficult, let me ask? And 
if more difficult, who is responsible for this change? Is the cross of 
Christ losing its hold and power on the hearts and lives of Christian 
workers, even among the heathen? And if so, whence, wherefore, 
and how has this come about? Have these “ greater facilities,” fur- 
nished by missionary boards, in their wise and able management, and 
their regular, systematic, official and mechanical operation, have these 
“oreater facilities ” themselves eliminated and supplanted the elements 
of spontaneity, self-sacrifice, and personal responsibility, so mighty in 
making the Gospel the power of God to salvation, in Paul’s time? 
The love of a great cause tends to make a great soul greater. True 
love to Christ and souls should inspire as true spiritual life and con- 
secration now, as in the days of the apostles. What hinders? Is 
there a growing reliance on missionary boards, which is weakening 
and destroying this sense of personal responsibility? This question 


deserves most serious and prayerful consideration. Guard well, my | 


brother, your sense of personal responsibility to Christ, as you go to 
this work. You are not so much the agent of the churches, or of the 
board, as you are the servant of Jesus Christ; you are not so much 
a fellow-worker, with your brethren in the mission, even, as you are 
a co-worker with Christ. This sense of personal, individual, responsi- 
bility is vital to the success of foreign missions. It will lift you 
higher, and bring you closer to Christ and the souls of the heathen, 
than any thought of your relation to your brethren or the board can 
bring you. 

The able paper on this subject, read by Secretary Alden at the 


annual meeting of the American board in 1878, deserves most prayer-_ 


ful study by all who look and pray for the success of the Gospel. I 
ean but think its author wrote better than he himself knew. Let 
this sense of personal responsibility assert itself—let it regain and 
exercise its proper power in the heart and life of every praying man 
and woman in Christendom, and of every worker among the heathen, 
with the vitality and force developed in Paul’s case; and in ten years 
the Gospel would become known to every individual of the race. 
But there is an application of this principle, discussed in said paper, 
which seems to have escaped its readers—possibly even its writer. 


4 


, 


| 
nn 
HE 
| 
ttl 
4 
| 
sis 
} 
{ 
| 
i 
| 
H 
4 
4 
\ 


~* - 


. 


— — 


170 Missionary Review.  [May, 


This principle, properly understood and applied, would not only 
reconstruct the churches, and reconstruct the missionary workers, and 
multiply them a thousand fold, (at the same. time rendering their 


efforts far more direct and effective,) but it would reconstruct our 


missionary boards and agencies, relieving them of an immense amount 
of legislation and official correspondence, superseding these with the 


— far more vital forces of spiritual life and love. The obligation of 


each soul to Christ, for redemption, is direct and personal. This con- 
secration, which fits the missionary to find his highest joy in doing and 
suffering to save the perishing; which brings him to see, in the most 
degraded idolator, an immortal soul—a gem of priceless value; which 
makes the woes of hell and the joys of heaven living realities, and 
invests his whole being with the powers of the world to come; this 
consecration comes not of human legislation, it is “ born, not of the will 
of man, but of God.” 

Seek to gain this consecration, my brother, in its highest perfection. 
Foster it by ever feeding on the blessed truths you teach the heathen. 


Strengthen and perfect it by heart-communion with God. Rekindle 


your zeal and love daily at the cross of Christ, bringing fresh supplies 
for every emergency, from His exhaustless treasury. It is not railroads, 
or telegraphs, or any material forces, that are to convert the heathen ; 
but the truth and love of God, transfused through Christian to 
heathen souls, and made effective by the Holy Ghost. The arguments 


for this personal consecration find their climax in the impossibility of 


evangelizing the world without it. 3 
When Dr. Spring gave the charge to the first band of missionaries, 


leaving Salem for India, in 1832, he estimated the unevangelized of — 


Asia at 500,000,000. ‘They are now more than 700,000,000. 
When Secretary Treat, with careful, mathematical accuracy, made 
a survey of the heathen world and the evangelizing forces of Christ- 
endom, in 1844, he made the due proportion to be evangelized by 
the American board 60,000,000; and showed how it could easily 
complete this work in fifty years. And yet, in 1876—thirty-two 
years later—instead of having nearly evangelized its 60,000,000, 
these had become 100,000,000 still unevangelized ; and this, notwith- 
standing the working forces of the previously existing boards had 


become greatly enlarged, and many new bvards had sprung into— 
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existence—so rapidly is heathenism growing upon us, as if in very 

mockery of our magniloquent and exultant speeches about the rapid 
triumphs of the Gospel in foreign missions. What wonder a mis- 
sionary Secretary of some forty years’ experience, declares: “ It would 
be as reasonable to expect to ‘dam up Niagara with a straw,’ as to 
look for the conversion of the world through the present inadequate 
agencies.” Depend upon it, my hearers, Christian consecration must 
rise higher, and rank holier, both in the workers abroad, and in the | 
pastors and people at home. Is not Jesus, in tones of sorrow and | 

rebuke, saying to us: “This kind goeth not out but by prayer and 
fasting ?” Without more spiritual life in believing souls; without a 
measure of consecration which will stamp its impress on the hearts, 
the looks and the lives of Christians; which will lead them to think 
less of the fashions, frivolities, conventionalities, luxuries and pride of | 
life, and more of perishing souls and eternal verities, this world can oe 
never be evangelized. I discredit not the promjses of God; but He "| 
has given no promise to save the heathen by afforts from which the sii 
cross of Christ is left out. Talk as we may of progress, the entire | 
ingathering from the heathen into nominal Christianity, in the past 150 

years, is only about one-fifth of one per cent. (1 to 500) of the present 

unevangelized millions, of whom more than 2,000,000 are dying every 
-month—going forever beyond our reach. And what are we doing to 

save them? ‘The highest percentage (4) of ministers sent to them is 

reached in your branch of the church—4 in 100. Presbyterians send 

nearly two and one-half per cent. of their ministers; but of the whole 

ministry in all branches of the Protestant church, not one per cent. go 

to save the heathen ! = 

Of all the money raised for religious purposes in Protestant — “ 

Christendom, not more than two per cent. is given to preach Christ 

to the heathen ; and a large part of this is expended in Christendom, 

in outfit, voyages, returned missionaries, and on the officers, agents and 

working machinery of the boards. Though the Angel of God 
assured Paul there should be no loss of life in his approaching ship- 

wreck ; yet, when Paul saw the sailors about to flee, he declared to 

the Centurion, “except these abide in the ship, ye cannot be saved.” 

Acts XX VII., 31. Despite the blessed promises of God, that this world 

is to be evangelized, unless those who go to this work, and those in 
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Ghristendom who give and pray for it, bring into exercise more 
spiritual life, more true consecration to Christ, more fellowship of 
Christ’s sufferings, more of the spirit of the cross in true Christian 
self-sacrifice, the heathen cannot be saved ; this world cannot be evan- 
gelized. 


My brother, do I present, a gloomy outlook of missionary life and 


labor? Out of the cross comes the brightest light of heaven, the 
purest joy of the saved, the sweetest song of angels, the supreme. 
blessedness of life sternal. And they who go to win souls to a 
crucified Christ, will not look for sweeter joy on earth than that which 


springs from the cross. “And, now, brother, I commend you to 
God, and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you 43 
and to give you an inheritance among all them which are sanctified,” 

(Acts XX., 32,) and ™ give you:many precious souls in Africa, to be 


your “glory and joy” forever. May the Lord do it for His own 
name’s sake. Amen. 


Il.--THE CONGO MISSION. 


Our readers who have noticed,the establishment of the Congo mission at San 
Salvador, by our Baptist brethren of England, with a view to work their 
way inland to Stanley Pool, and thence some goo miles up the river by a mis- 
sion steamer, cannot fail of interest in all efforts for attaining this object of the 
mission. The difficulty and danger of travel in this part of Africa, arises from 
the hostility of the chiefs and people, provoked by their ill-treatment at the 
hands of white traders and explorers. Asa rule, they have come to regard all 
white men as enemies, to be kept out of their villages and country, if possible ; 
and to be killed if they persist in coming. Itis not difficult to understand, and 
in a measure justify, this bitter hostility; and it must take much time and 


patience, and, very likely, involve the sacrifice of some lives on the part of the 


missionaries, before they can convince these chiefs and people that they are 


unlike the white men they have learned to hate, and that they really seek their 
highest good. 


The missionaries at San Salvador seem to have been greatly successful in - 


gaining the good-will of the king and the people there, and in the near vil- 
lages, and have made several exploring tours in the surrounding country. On 


the 18th of last August, Rev. Mr. Hartland reported one such tour, undertaken | 


in the hope of reaching Stanley Pool. Pembili, a slave of the king, well ac- 
quainted with the country and route, told them if they would take but few 
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people and travel in a simple manner, he would pilot them straight on to the 
pool. They started with him, taking only three Congo men, Mr. Comber’s 
‘personal boy,’’ and four others. They took no tent, few supplies, and a 
small quantity of cloth, beads, and salt, to buy food when needed. They 
traveled without hindrance until they reached Ndinga, on the Quiloa river. 
Here the men refused to go on, till they should send a messenger to the next 
large town, Ntumba, beyond the river. Thechief of Ndinga must consult his 
uncle, another important chief, before he would send a messenger, and when 
he came a secret council must be held; and thus days were consumed. 

__. Meanwhile the missionaries searched along the river some distance for a 
bridge, the natives refusing any assistance. They found a suspension bridge, 
but it was broken down, and the middle part entirely gone. They had no 
boats or canoes; and a swiftly-running stream, thirty yards wide, and full of 
alligators, was.not a pleasant one to swim. 

At last the result of the secret council was, that the chief of Ndinga and his 
uncle had a war with the people on the opposite side of the Quiloa, and could 
neither send an ambassador, nor help the missionaries to crossthe river. Their 

_ own men, too, refused to cross, and they were obliged to turn back. On crossing 
one of the roads leading through Makuta to the pool, they resolved to explore 
it. Leaving their men in Ndimba, taking only Cam and their Cozenheiro, 
they again turned eastward, towards Tungwa. On reaching the Quiloa on this 
road, they found it less formidable than at Ndinga, but still very wide, swift, 

and deep. But they found it spanned by a noble suspension bridge. Messrs» 

4): Comber, Hartland and Cam crossed over the bridge, but the Cozenheiro feared, 
and would not cross. The missionaries and Cam went on without him, found 

the country very hilly, well watered, exceedingly populous, ‘‘ towns and people 
swarming everywhere.’ The people were astonished, and often warned them 

‘to turn back. On approaching Tungwa these warnings became ‘so frequent 
and ominous, that they yielded to them and retraced their steps. 

In returning to Moila they determined to make a detour to Kinsuka, but 
their men refused to take a new road. Still the missionaries persisted, did up 
a bag for Cam to carry, made two loads of their bed and supplies, and each 
taking one load, they started off, guided by their compass. The people in the 
towns were frightened at their approach, and ran screaming away. Still curi- 
-osity was strong; some would return for a closer look; and at one town where 
they slept, though it took them half an hour to induce the people to come near 
them, their fears subsided, and they treated the missionaries kindly. Messrs. 
Comber and Hartland reached Kinsuka, ‘‘a large, straggling town, full of 
trade people,”’ and found a very cool reception. The people were alarmed, — | | 
and the chief hid himself - all messages sent to him only availing at last to | i 
bring a return message that he did not want the white men there, and they | 
must not sleep in his town. In somewhat amusing phrase, the missionaries id 
write: ‘Had we not been alone, and come in without giving them notice, we Ne 

should not have got in at all.’’ And yet they add: ‘“ While at dinner under a 
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tree, some three hundred people came to stare at us.’’ They reached Congo 
Lombo thoroughly tired. ‘‘ We found carrying loads ourselves very fa- 
tiguing,”’ is their testimony. Here they were received coldly at first, but 
succeeded in making friends with the people, and the chief, coming in grand 
state, gave them a sheep, and two men to carry their burdens. _ 

After a Sabbath of rest at Moila they resolved to make a detour to the south 
and see Mbangu. Moila men carried their burdens as far as Maianti, but 
would go no farther in that direction. Again the missionaries took up their 
“carriages,” and with only Cam, pursued their way over ‘‘most horrible roads,’ 


hill after hill, with muddy marshes between, sometimes wading, and of ine 
place they write: ‘*‘ We got over about 150 yards of marshy ground, by climb- 


ing from branch to branch, and tree to tree, like a pair of huge monkeys.”’ 
Arrived at Banza Mbangu, drenched and weary, they got a house, fire and 
hot water, but soon had to come outside to be gazed at by the gathered crowds. 
After a little they were called by the great chief of the district, who received 
them in grand state, and invited them to remain some days; which, tired and 
foot-sore as they were, they were glad to do. They then went to examine the 


great falls. of which, after describing the difficult and romantic approach, they 


write: ‘‘ The grand stream of foaming water came rolling majestically down 


between two tree-clad stately cliffs; first leaping with one grand perpendicular 


plunge of 150 feet, and then combing. foaming, roaring down the remaining 
part of its steep, rapid descent, until it reaches the plain below, having fallen 
about 450 feet almost perpendicularly.”’ This mighty cataract is formed by the 
Breeze river, flowing over the edge of what seems to be a high inland plateau. 


These grand falls the missionaries named “ Arthington Falls,’ for Robert 


Arthington, of Leeds, who gave $20,000 to help establish this Congo mission. 


A SECOND ATTEMPT TO REACH STANLEY POOL. 


From Mbangu the return journey to San Salvador was without special in- 


cident ; but after a short rest these courageous and indefatigable missionaries 
started out again, on a new route, and with some Kroo boys as carriers, to visit 
Stanley Pool. They took their former route to Maianti, and after three hard 
days’ march reached Banza Loango, on the Loango river. Here the Kroo 
boys’ fears became so intense that, taking advantage of a dark night, all but one 
of them ran away. The missionaries still tried to press on, but the people 
would not allow it, and after remaining there a few days, ns were obliged to 
retrace their three days’ march to Maianti. 
_ What row should they do? Opposed and ecale back on every route, de- 
_serted by one party of carriers after another, their ‘‘feet in a shocking condition 
from jiggers and blisters,’’ must they not abandon the attempt and return 
home? 
They had heard rumors in the towns here and there, that Bwaka Mata, the 
great chief of the Makuta country, had said that the white men might pass 
through his country, sleeping only one night in his town, if they would bring 
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with them only Kroo boys—no Congo or other men. The missionaries 
had a second gang of boys at Congo, who had been with them before, as far 
as Moila, and they resolved to try them. | 
They at once put their plan into execution. A Moila man carried a load for 
_ them to within two hours of Tungwa, but would go no farther. They walked 
on to Tungwa. ‘Truly, the finest and prettiest African town I have seen,” 
writes Mr. Hartland. The people made no opposition, and on they went to- 
-wards Banza Makuta. ‘‘ Two hours’ sharp walking,’’ writes Mr. H., ‘‘ brought 
us to a steep hill, and on its summit a fine town. Here the people were a little 
mysterious, and did not want to let us know the name of their town; but we 
sat in the shade of one of their houses, ate a few ground-nuts, and made friends 
with them.’ Down a steep hill and up another brought them to another town, 
where the people were a little sullen ; would not tellits name, and only pointed 
on to the next town. On they went, down another hill, across a stream, and up 
a steep ascent, ‘‘ breathless with the climb,”’ they reached Banza Makuta, the 
town they sought. Their treatment here we will let Mr. H. tell in his own © 
words: ‘‘ The reception we received I shall never forget. We walked into the 
town and asked the people its name, but got no answer. The people drew 
back a little, and then one man called out: ‘ Ndabongankeli, vaunda mun- 
deli!’ ‘Fetch the guns; kill the white men!’ In an instant they rushed away, 
returning immediately, armed with great sticks, huge stones, knives, cutlasses 
and guns, and, without any word of palaver, began dancing and leaping around 
us, brandishing their weapons. Mr. Comber sat down by a house, and I was 
i about to do the same, but our assailants yelled out, ‘Get up, get up,’ and rushed 
upon us. Such fiendish, blood-thirsty, cruel faces I never saw. We got up 
and called to them to stop; that we would go back; but it was no good ; the 
stones came flying towards. us. We could see the people were determined, not 
only to drive us from the town, but to have our lives; so, there was nothing 
left for us to do but to attempt flight, though it seemed hopeless. Away we 
started, amid stones and blows. We all got hit and bruised, but managed to 
reach the top of the steep hill, when a sudden report rang out behind us above 
the uproar, and Mr. Comber, who was in front of me, fell. I dashed up to him 
and tried to assist him to rise, but he said, ‘ It’s no use, John; I’m hit; you go 
on.’ How I got down that terrible hill, through the water and up the next hill,. 
I don’t know, but I overtook Cam just outside the next town, and made him | 
stop and walk through it, for fear its people should attack us if they saw us _ | 


running. They had heard the shots and were out with their guns, but seemed | 
undecided what they ought to do, and their indecision saved us. Hadthey _ a) 
been prepared for us our case would have been hopeless. As we left this town a 
I heard Mr. Comber shouting behind me, and saw him running towards us. Hi 
We waited an instant until he came up, and then we went full-speed down the i i 
next hill and up into another town, followed by the furious Banza Makuta 
people. Mr. Comber kept up well. He had been shot in the middle of the 
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back, but the shot had not entered the lungs, for he experienced no difficulty 
in breathing, and his wound did not bleed very much. After we left the last 
- town and got on the road, we thought the people had given up pursuit, so left 
off running and walked on sharply towards Tungwa. But on looking around, 
we soon saw three men following swiftly after us, armed with knives, sticks, 
andagun. They gained on us rapidly, and though beaten and wounded, we 
took to running again. When we started our pursuers set up a most horrible, 
demoniacal yell, redoubled their efforts, threw stones after us, many of which 
whizzed past us, but none hit us. It was now a racé for life along that weary 
road; we had to exert ourselves to our utmost, and threw away everything we 
were Carrying, On we dashed, and on came the blood-thirsty savages behind 
us. Once they came within shot, and fired at us, but without harming us. 5o 
we continued running and being run after for five miles, till we drew near to 
Tungwa, by which time our pursuers had grown tired, and given up the chase. 
We walked hurriedly through Tungwa without allowing the people to know 
what had happened, crossed the river, and were out on the road again. The 
shades of night were now falling, and we pressed on at our utmost speed, still 
fearing our pursuers were not far behind. By dark we reached the town where 
we hadleftour Moilaman. With hisaid we continued our journey in the darkness, 
often tripping and stumbling, but still keeping on, for life depended on putting 
a long distance between us and Banza Makuta, outrunning the news in this 
unfriendly country. At nine o’clock we reached Kola, the town where we had 
slept the previous night. Here we rested till past twelve, and then, fearing 
pursuit, and, perhaps, treachery from the people, we startedagain. The night 
was pitchy black,no moon or stars. We could only feel our road, and often 
had to keep hold of each other's walking-poles to keep together. So we walked 
until three o'clock, passing through several towns on tiptoe, for fear of waking 
the people ; but at last we came to a large town, where our guide lost the way. 
There was a river before us, that could only be crossed by a bridge, and that 
bridge could not be found in the darkness; so, after an hour’s fruitless search, 
we lay down in the road to wait for the day—two weary hours, during which 
the others slept, and I, after in vain trying to find another way over the river, 
sat down and watched. When the long-wished-for dawn broke, we went back 
into the town and found the road. We were all desperately tired, and Mr. 
Comber was getting faint from his wound; but we pressed on till we crossed 


the Quiloa, passed Banza Mputa, and reached a friendly town two hours be- 
yond.” 


How Mr. Comber was borne on arude hammock from this point to San Sal- 
vador, and how the slug, a piece of iron-stone, imbedded an inch anda half or 
more, was extracted from his back by Mr. Crudgington, has been already be- 


fore the public. May the details here given, deepen interest-and incite to more 
prayer in behalf of this mission. 
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III.--PROGRESS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS IN 1879-80. 


XVI.—AMERICAN BAPTIST Missionary Unron (SEE Vou. 
IIT., p. 25.) 


Rev. J. N. Murdock, D. D., Sec., Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 
Home Stiength. 1879. 1880, _ Year’s Gain. | 
6,700 7,616 916 

660,000 662,346 2,346 

Income for foreign missions......$252,677 61 $290,851 63 $38,174 02 


Debt at close of year...........06 . 22,612 81 6,623 14 15,889 67 less. 


Foreign Forces and Resulis— Asiatic Missions. 


Total Year’s Gain 


Native Baptisms Commu- In Communi- 
Missionaries. Preachers. Churches. in 1879-80. nicants. cants. 


17 170 1,331 124 
Telugu Mission......... 21 77 1,547 15,660 
24 37 140 1,426 98 
12 5 2 20 


Totals in Axia........... 162 616 40,087 1,62 


Grand Totals........ ‘ine 1,052 908 8,419. 85,308 4,833 


The percentage of gain computed on all the missions is 6, in con- 
trast with 204 the previous year. It should be noted that this 
church has also 5500 church members among the American Indians, 
in missions of its H. M. Soc. Our best endeavors to resolve the 162 
missionaries of the report into different classes results as follows : 


Ordained American missionaries 10 53 


Women (27 single) in Asia............ 


Leaving us to infer the wives of missionaries YT TEL 54 


76 10 


¥ 


? 
4 
y 
| 
i 
| 
4 
| 
ils 
| 
{ 
Hie 
Hi 
| 
’ 
] 
i 
—— 65 
i 
2, 
eet 
—— 43 | 
Ht 


| 
a 

| 

he 

he 
he 

Re 
om 

q 

? 

t 

Be 

‘ 

ya 
mit 
aa 

| 
mae 

z 4 

ay 
* 

; 

\ 

i 

| 

. 

7 of 

+ 

> 

4 

4 
3 4 
4 — 
A 
y 

am 

mite. 
¥ 4 
{ 
he 
‘ 
i 
Gh 
i 
: & 
rt 
> 
t 
i 
y 
| 
| 
i 
; 
4 
‘ 
i 
| 
x 


| 
4 


178 _ The Missionary Review. [May, 


The financial statement of this union is in very marked contrast 
with those of our other large missionary organizations. Instead of 
two pages of expenditures, in large aggregates, and forty to fifty pages 


of receipts, printed in detail the second or third time, this statement 
_ gives two pages to receipts, finding them entirely sufficient, and six and 


a half pages to expenditures, placing each man’s and each woman’s 
salary by itself, and by the side of it the amount entrusted to him or 
her for schools and mission work. We have been interested in 


finding— 
That the salaries of the 53 ordained men (with their families) ie 
That the amount these same used in schools and mission work is......... 61,766 60 
That those of them who went and came, used for outfit and passage...... 14,290 84 
That the 53 men used for building and repairs (omitting the $31,616 14 
given by native converts for 
That the 33 women in the missions used in salaries............ 16,383 35 
That the 33 women in the missions used in schools and mis- - 
That those of them going and coming, used in ontfit and | 
And that they used in building and 1,600 00 
45,141 09 
The 12 men (and families in most teases) of furlough i in U.S. 
The 12 men (and families in most cases) on furlough in U.S. 
_ The 10 women on furlough in U. S. used in sala- 
The 10 women on furlough in U. S. used in voyages 1,450 15 | 
5,050 15 


——— 15,794 07 


These same figures arranged differently, show that— 


The salaries of all the American workers in Asia amounted to $72,481 26 


The same workers expended on their schools and work....... 84,287 42 
| (omitting as above) 12,312 25 


169,080 93 
Salaries of those in U. S. (with $1200 to two now in Asia, | 


while in U.S.)......... cov $13,340 00 
Total cost of outfit and voyages...............cccccececsscesesesceeess 22,581 25 


35,921 25 


$205,002 18 
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It thus appears that the amount ($35,921.25) expended on outfit 
and voyages, and in support of the workers on furloughs in the United 
States, is a little more than 21 per cent. of the amount actually ex- 
pended in the Asiatic missions, on the workers and their work there. 

We should like to compare this with the corresponding percentage 
in case of the A. B. C. F. M., the Presbyterian Foreign Board, and 
some others. But these latter boards give us no chance to do this. 
They conceal most of the expense in voyages, outfits and support of 
workers on furloughs in the United States in their large aggregates ; 
and thus keep their patrons, pastors and churches quite innocent of 
knowledge and responsibility on these points. The A. B.C. F. M. 
enters some items of outfit, and voyages, and payments to those on fur- 
lough in the United States ; but these being partial are also mislead- 
ing, as there is danger some may accept them as the total expenditures 
under these three heads, which is by no means the case. | 

Just here is the place to express our conviction that this usage of 
our Baptist brethren, in entering in account every individual salary or 
grant at home or abroad, is the one legitimate means for holding these 
items of expenditure in proper check. What other means is possible 
for bringing the healthful influence of public sentiment to bear on 
the erring elements of human nature; either in case of the officials 
exposed to the risk of partiality and favoritism in making grants to 
individuals, or in case of the workers at home and abroad, especially 
those of them ever inclined to feel that their case is peculiar and ex- 
ceptional, and hence to petition the officers for special grants and 
favors? Wecan but regard it as proof of culpable indifference to 
the vital interests of this sacred work of foreign missions, that those 
who give and pray for it, allow the officers of their mission boards to 
keep these items always in the dark. There is just as much danger 
of favoritism on the one part, of unworthy courting of favor on the 


other part, of unwholesome influences, not to say “ wire-pulling ” on 


both parts, from every such financial concealment, as there is of un- 
wholesome miasma and odors from a covered cess-pool. All such 
places need pure air and light. 

Judicious officers should never desire such dark places where their 


doings are so largely irresponsible. The missionary workers should 


be willing the pastors and churches at home should know just how 
B 
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much they use individually in personal and family expenses. Most 
of them, we know, are thus willing ; and we respectfully submit that 
this usage of the American Baptist Missionary Union, of giving in 
its accounts the individual salary of every officer, agent and worker, 


is the usage to be approved and adopted by every missionary organi- 


zation. 


The work of this union in Europe is carried on wholly by native 
workers in the different countries, viz., France, Germany, Sweden, 
Spain and Greece. The ordained workers are 11 in France, 5 in Ger- 
many, 4 in Sweden, 3 in Spain and 1 in Greece. The highest salary 
‘of any native European ordained preacher is $800; the lowest 
is $93. The same wholesome usage of entering in accounts indi- 
vidual salaries is here followed, and the whole band of native workers, 
amounting in all to 436, with 433 churches, and a company of 
45,221 communicants, of whom 3212 are the net gain of the year, 
received last year from the union only $12,871.80. 


In the Asiatic missions the total gain in 1878-79 was............ 10,886 communicants. 
1879-80 was... .... .. 1,631 
9,255 


This showing only emphasizes the largeness of the blessing in 
1878-79. Much time and energy have most properly been given in 
1879-80 to instructing and confirming converts. The schools have 


been doubled in number, and the band of native preachers largely 


increased. Of the 44 of those in the Ongole district it is said: “ Ex- 
cept those at headquarters, they receive about half their support from 
native Christians, among whom they live as pastors and evangelists.” 
Recent accounts report larger accessions to the churches among the 


Telugus than during the year now under discussion, with a band of 61. 


preachers, 140 lay helpers, 10 Bible-women, 5 colporteurs, and 129 vil- 
Jage teachers. The well-conducted Magazine of this union seems to 
be virtually self-sustaining. The only charge to mission funds is 
$253.28 for 439 copies of the magazine for file and distribution. The 
women’s societies, three in number, contributed to this union last 
year, in all, $53,939.15. There are points of comparison of income 
and results between this and several of our larger missionary organi- 
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zations, which we leave our readers to make at their leisure. If they 
find any missionary board or society in Christendom accomplishing 


‘more substantial work for Christ and gathering into Christian churches 
Jarger numbers of converts, with an equal expenditure in men and 


means, we shall be thankful to have our attention called to it. 
The self-supporting elements in the missions of this union are 
worthy of careful study by some other missionary organizations and 


their agents. How has it come about that so large a proportion of the 


mission churches of this union have long been self-supporting, build- 


ing their own churches, supporting their own pastors and evangelists, 


providing all the expenses incident to their church life and growth, 
and giving large sums for educational and missionary purposes? The 
churches in Burmah alone gave jast year 85,539 rupees—fully 
$45,000 at the present rate of exchange. Is it not largely owing to 


this self-support that the native ministry is developing such marked 
ability, efficiency and power? — 


Baptist CONVENTION (SEE VoL. p. 31.) 


Rev. H. A. Tupper, D. D., Sec., Richmond, Va. 


Home Strength, | 1879. 1880. 


Year's Gain. 


We give these figures for what they may be worth. Of course 


they include all the different branches and associations—tolored as 


well as white—at the South, not all of them belonging strictly to the 
Southern convention. 


: 1879, 1880. Year’s Gain. 
The income for foreign missions........ $54,551 00 $45,543 67 $9,007 33 less. 
Foreign force and results— 
Ordained 6 3. 2 
American 6 11 
Native preachers and evangelists....... 11 11 0 
 assistants...... 32 16 16 less. 
| 


COM MUNICANES. 735 
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The larger number of women workers in 1880 is owing in part, 
we presume, to error in the report of 1879; and the seeming loss 


in native assistants to an omission of subordinate workers in Italy in 


this report. The details of the year show earnest work and some 
suffering. 
_Africa.—Moses L. Stone, after returning from Lagos to his station, 


Ogbomoshow, some months previous to his ordination, wrote to Mr. 
David, the missionary, as follows : oe 


‘«Since my arrival I have written you four letters to tell you how great were 


my troubles, pains and fears on my journey to this place—how [ would have 


been drowned in the deep because of the rains and tornadoes, and how the 
savages would have killed me, after plundering my goods, had it not been for 
the mercies of God. I suffered 21 days of virtual imprisonment and almost 
starvation in Aye. I met with trouble from town to town. I was severely 
beaten and had wounds made in my flesh with the points of their knives. O, 
I cannot tell all our troubles, pains and fears with pen and ink.”’ 


The poor man was disabled and sick for some days after reaching his 
station, but soon rallied, resumed his work, reporting larger audiences, 


and adds: 


_“T have received six sets of Ifa gods, besides eight different other gods, 


given up by new comers. The owner of the converted slave refuses to take 


money for him, and says we must buy another slave in his stead. My wife's 


mother has been redeemed for 28 bags of cowries ($70), and is living with us 
and attending church.” 


This gives us a glimpse of the peculiar trials and phases of the 
work in Western. Africa. This native brother was ordained Feb. 
22d, 1880. 
sl and Mrs. W. J. David, with this native preacher and two 
other assistants, constitute the Convention’s entire force in Africa, 
though the committee seem deeply impressed with the importance of 
sending more men, and to grasp well the great and growing interest 
of mission work in that land. That there is progress in the work is 
attested by the gods surrendered, and by mention of baptisms—93 at 
one place. We very much wish all such progress were stated more 


explicitly, and in the annual report — into tables for the ready 
grasp of all. 
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China.—This Convention has 4 ordained missionaries in China, 8 
women, 2 native pastors and 13 other native helpers. Of the women’s 
work, it is said, each lady has the care of a school, and also that Mrs. 


Crawford visited 220 villages, Mrs. Holmes 414, and Miss Moon 310. 


Of his church at Tung-Chow, Bro. Crawford writes: 


‘Its statistics are as follows: Baptized, 7; dismissed by letter, 1; excluded, 
5; dead, 1; present membership, 66.” | 


Of another (North street) church he writes : 


‘It has ceased to exist. The pastor left his flock and went to merchandiz- 
ing on Sabbaths as on otherdays. Others followed his example, and altogether 
the outlook is very discouraging. * * * * This is to us a cause of deep 


grief. As the church is independent of us, we are unable to prevent its down- 


fall. Still we hope to save a remnant of the members to the cause of Christ.” 
Of Shanghai, Mr. Yates writes, after fuiler details: © 


‘“Results—Added by experience and baptism, 12; received by letter, 1; 
restored, 3 ; dead, 1; dismissed by letter to join Kwin San Church, 16; dead, 


2: excommunicated, I; present number Shanghai Church, 82: Kwin San 
p 


Church, 18. Contributions for mission work, $273.17.” 


Mr. Graves speaks of 79 baptisms in all, during the year in the 
Canton mission, and of attending 4514 patients in his hospital work. 
‘Total communicants, 230; contributions, $255. 


Italy—Dr. and Mrs. Taylor, and 9 Italian evangelists, are the re- 


sponsible laborers, with a band of subordinate helpers. There is no 
table of statistics, but we trace 835 communicants at Torre Pellice; 21 


at Milan; 16 in Naples; on the Island of Sardinia, 10; and numbers 


have been baptized since the year of this report closed. 
South America.—This convention has begun work in Brazil with a 


self-supporting church of 30 members at Santa Barbara, has organ- 


ized a new church of 12 members at a point called “Station ;” and 
there is a Baptist Church of 172 members in Demarara, which has 
grown up since 1861 from the efforts of Lough Fook, a member, for- 
merly, of Mr. Graves’ church in Canton. It is said to be a living, 


active church, building its own chapels, and doing something to carry 


on mission work in China. One of its members, Tso Sune, is a self- 


supporting missionary in China. Communicants mentioned above, 
692. There are doubtless more. 
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During the discussions on the work of missions in this Convention 
at its annual meeting in May last, action was taken, the spirit of which 
is indicated in the following extracts : 


‘We recommend that our Board of Foreign Missions be instructed to use 


diligent efforts for securing the co- Operation of our colored brethren | in all our 
states in prosecuting African missions.’ 


The committee on China missions closed a very earnest report as 
follows : 


. Why should not the millions of Baptists at the South count their mission- 
aries there by scores and by hundreds? Why should not the appeal of Craw- 
ford, and Graves and Yates be answered by a hundred voices, saying, ‘ Here 


-amI; send me?’ Why should not our churches, recognizing in the breaking 


down of every barrier there, not only the full answer of their prayer, but the 
promise, the perfect assurance of success, give abundantly of their means to 
support those who will go there to tell of Him who died for their sins and rose 
for their justification 


And there is appended the following : 


‘* Resolved, That our Foreign Mission Board be instructed to use all diligence 
to increase year by year the number of godly men and women laboring in 
China, and never to relax their efforts till a hundred missionaries, under the 


patronage of this Convention, shall be engaged | in preaching Christ to its dying 
millions.” 


The new work of the convention in Brazil and among the Chinese 


of California was also endorsed ; and resolute purpose shown to main- 


tain and enlarge the mission in Italy. 
A committee appointed to consider the question of a “ Missionary 


Magazine,” to become the organ of the board, reported unfavorably 


to the expenditure of mission funds for such purpose. The wisdom 
of the committee’s judgment that any such magazine should be a “ pri- 
vate enterprise’ ought to be apparent to all thinking minds. The 


Foreign Missionary Journal, virtually the organ of this foreign board 


at present, does good service for so small a paper, and is self-sustain- 
ing. ‘The financial statement is much as last year. 
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XVIII. —Free-WILL Baptists (SEE Von. 35.) 


Home Strength. | 1879. 1880. Year’s Gain. 
Income of foreign board... .......0...6- . $19,913 73 $15,942 64 $3,971 09 less 


We infer that the falling off in churches and ministers results from 
more accurate statistics. 


Foreign Force. 1878. 1880. Year’s Gain. 


American ordained missionaries........ | 6 6 
helpers and ly 11 11 
COMMUNICANIS 478 527 49 


The church statistics are neatly tabulated in this report, but we 
find no table of schools or zenana work. ‘To practiced eyes and minds 
a few accurate and well-arranged figures tell more at a glance than 
can be gained without them by hours of reading. Under the differ- 
ent stations we find schools and scholars mentioned in numbers which 
lead us to infer there are as many in 1880 as there were in 1879; but 
we do not claim precise accuracy here. 

The diminished income of this — board in 1880 i is to be re- 
gretted. We are glad to see the women’s gifts are increasing. They 
gave in 187 9, $2069.51 ; in 1880, $2573.69—a gain of $504.18. 


The officers of this Woman’s board do their work gratuitously, all 


their funds going to the mission work and workers. 

The zenana and school work carried on by the women in the mis- 
sions is of growing interest. Mrs. Dr. Phillips “employs 22 native 
women and 2 men as teachers ; and has in her schools between three 


and four hundred pupils.” 


Mrs. Bachelor and Miss Mary B. “are visiting 48 houses, with 
about SO pupils. They tell us their work constantly increases in in- 
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terest and extent. Besides teaching i in the zenanas, they have classes 
_ for training native teachers.” 


Miss Ida Phillips reports “ ‘ase average of 10 teachers and 156 pupils 
under her care the past year.” Miss Hattie P. has kept up the Dan- 
toon station, superintending all its work alone ; it having been left 
vacant by the death of her father, the venerable Dr. wld of more 
than 40 years’ service. 


XIX.—Baptisr CHURCH OF CANADA (SEE Vou. IIL., p. 37.) 


Rev. James Coutts, Sec., Georgetown, Ont. 


Home Strength, | 1878. 1880. Gain. 
Income of foreign board ................. $6,699 65 $8,948 "$2, 248 35 


Probably the falling off of communicants is due to more accurate 


returns. 

Foreign Force. 1878. 1880. Gain. 
Ordained missionaries 4 In India, 5 1 

“ teachers and helpers 9 
8 schools’ pupils.......... 


The missionaries now in Canada on furlough would, if included, 
make the present number 7. The one female missionary is unmar- 
ried. Doubtless the wives of the missionaries also do zenana or school 
work, and should properly be numbered in the working force. The 
native preachers, teachers and communicants are not distinctly stated. 
Rev. John Craig, in charge of the Akidu field, mentions + native 
preachers, and gives “statistical report’ of members for six months. 
He also mentions baptizing 80 on one preaching tour, and 27 on an- 
other. In the reports of the other fields, we find no statistics of native 
helpers, scholars or communicants, though there are doubtless a yzood 


num ber of each. 
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How missionaries can write reports, leaving out the most vital ele- 
ments, is a marvel, second only to that in case of some—we hope they 
are few—who write no reports at all; subjecting themselves to the 
inference, generally made by their friends, that they do nothing worthy 
of mention, and secure no tangible results. The omission of the sta- 
tistics in these reports is doubtless an oversight. There is evidence of 
earnest work, even without them; and yet we trust these good breth- 
ren will have in mind the great value of such figures, and give them 
next time for the gratification and encouragement of all who are giv- 
ing and praying for the success of their work. 

The women of this church have two missionary societies—east and 
west, the former organized Sept. 20th, and the latter Oct. 24th, 1876. 
The eastern society contributed in 1880, $604.14, making in all, from 
its origin, $2531.18. The western society raised in 1880, $1535.95 ; 
total from its origin, $4539.95—total of both, $7071.13. 

The Canadian Missionary Link is a monthly 4-page paper pub- 
lished at Toronto at 25 cents per annum, in advance, communications 
to be sent to Mrs. M. Freeland, Yorkville, Ont. So far as we are able 
to judge from this report, nothing is expended on home officers and 
administration either by the men or the women. 

The mission of this church is in India, its chief stations being Coco- 
nada, Tuni and Akidu, in the Telugu country—a field of much inter- 
est, and giving promise of large and precious results from faithful 
labor. All who give and pray for it may well give generously, make 
large requests and cherish large expectations. 


XX.—TuHE Seventu-Day Baptists, (SEE Vow. p. 91.) 


Home Strength. | Se 1880. Year’s Gain. 
| 8,690 8,627 63: less. 
Foreign Force (at Shanghai, China.) -Year’s Gain. 
Ordained Missionaries... ........ 1 1 
Native Bible Readers ............ 
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Weare able to trace, in the minutes of conference, no growth in the 
number of ministers, churches or communicants. The number of the 
latter, as stated on page 21, is, indeed, only 8605. : 

The missionary society enheaen both home and foreign work, and 
the income to each is not separately indicated. The total income for 
both, including balance in hand at beginning of the year, is $6791.03. 
In assuming $4000 to be the foreign mission ee we may not be 
strictly accurate. _ 

The women of this church gave $395.44 towards Miss Nelson’s 
salary. or the time and expenses of the Corresponding Secretary is 
charged only $128.27. The financial account is given in full detail. 

Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Davis and Miss Nelson are learning the language 
and re-organizing the mission in China with commendable energy and 
courage, and we hope their brethren at home will — them with 
generous gifts and “ effectual and fervent prayers.” 

This missionary society has just obtained a new charter from the 


- State of Rhode Island, and there are indications that the missionary 


character and zeal of this branch of the church are to be henceforward 
more efficiently developed. 


GENERAL OR Srx-PRINCIPLE Baptists, (Heb. vi. 2.) 


This church still exists, mostly in Rhode Island, and they held their 


210th annual meeting last September (8th-10th.) ‘The annual letter 


to the churches, prepared by Mr. N. K. Church, favors open com- 
munion. The statistics of this church are not given in the account of 
this annual meeting. 


The American Baptist Year Book accords to them 20 churches, 12 
ministers and 2000 communicants. 


oR CHuRCH or CHRIST, (CAMPBELLITES.) 
(SEE Vou. III., pp. 92, 202.) 


Rev. W. B. Ebbert, Sec., Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Home Strength. | 1879. 1880. Year's gain. 
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Home Strength. | 1879. 1880. Year's gain. 
Income for foreign missions...... .... .... $12,547 $340: 
Home and foreign $49,920 79 (Proc., p. 18.). 


Missions—England, France, Denmark, Turkey, Jamaica, and Nor- 
way : 


| 1880. Year’s gain. 


The gain in church members is partly, we presume, from more 


accurate returns. | 
The members are: 473 in Jamaica, 220 in Denmark and Norway, 
60 in France, (Paris), 15 in Turkey, and 475 in England. 

At the recent convention of this church in Louisville, Ky., the 
following statistics were presented, which show the distribution of its 
home membership in the different states and territories : 


States. No. of Churches. ‘Preachers. Members. 

District of Columbia.............+. 330 
Georgia....... 95 | 57 10,890. 

Massachusetts .......:. 5 1,240: 
Michigan........... 75 7 ,875- 


. 
| 
4 
it 
é 
| ; 
4 
4. 
Hi 
a] 
| 
4 
ii 
4 
i 
hi 4 
Hi 
> 
4 
ni 
it a 
| 
| 
13 
th} 
| 
ii! 
ii 
it 
i} 
: 
i 
ed 
on 
| 


190 


The Missionary Review. [ May, 

States. No. of Churches. Preachers. Members. 
Nebraska. ...... vas 98 56 15,580 
North Carolina................ 105 14,700 
Texas......0- bas 165 138 16,500 
West cesses 75 48 
(1 1 95 


Such is human nature, that the fact of President Garfield’s being a 
member of this church, will serve to bring it into temporary promi- 
nence. A local shock of this order seems to have been organized 
in Washington, D.C., in 1867, and preaching and meetings in private 
houses and public halls to eee been maintained with more or less regu- 
larity since 1830. In 1869 a Methodist church was bought ; the present 
pastor, Rev. F. D. Power, took charge in 1875, and the membership 
has increased to 330. Already we hear $70, 000 have been raised for 
a new church building. © 

This church claims to take the Bible for its creed, recognizing the 
sovereignty of God, the divinity of Christ, pardon sal salvation by 
his vicarious suffering, the office work of the Holy Spirit, and future 
rewards and punishments. ‘They have elders, called also bishops and 
pastors or presbyters, deacons, and evangelists or itinerants. Some 
call their polity Presbyterian in name, but Congregational in practice. 

The missionary organization of this church is called the General 
Christian Missionary Society. Its “ proceedings” in October last, are 
of the “31st anniversary,” referring its origin to 1849. 

The cost of home officers and administration fails to meet our eye. 
Of one agent in Kansas, Dr. Mitchell, we notice his labor has cost the 
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board nothing except a small sum for traveling expenses. In a sum- 
mary of work by the seventeen home missionaries, we notice : 


The apparent gain in total home membership (91,821) results proba- 
bly from fuller returns, more than from conversions. “ Proceedings 
ts of the Foreign Christian Missionary Society at its fifth annual meet- 

ing” just received, leads us to infer that the foreign work of this | 
church dates from 1875. We notice the Secretarv receives $800. 


EpiscopaL (SEE VoL. p. 98.) 


Rev. J. Kimber, D. D., Sec., 23 Bible House, New York. 


1880. 


Home Strength. 1879. Year's gain. 
Bishops and bishops elect............. 61 66° 5 
Priests and deacons.............0ee.see 3,300 3,366 66 
314,367 338,333 ‘ 23,966 
Foreign missionary income........... $148,602 84 $162,084 25 $13,481 41 
Debt at close of year........... coscssss 20,046 60 15,182 91 5,163 69 less. 
Foreigh Force and Work 

Missionary bishops and bishops 

Ordained 15 20 5 
Lay workers........ 1 2 4 
Ordained ses 25 29 4 
Native catechists, teachers, &c...... 
Pupils in 2,572 

“ 1,968 1,920 

Native communicants ..... 4,499 4,549 50 
Native $2,301 $4,697 


$2,396 


In the absence of Bishop Riley the church members in Mexico are 


taken from the last previous report, and the actual gain of the year 
is thus left out of view. aoa 
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‘The financial statement abounds in large aggregates, as heretofore. 
Cost of publications in 1879, was $1441.01 ; in 1880, $1845.43 ; off- 
cial salaries of 1879, $7453.38 ; 1880, $7873.37. Total for official 
salaries, rent, care of office and printing, $12,865.65, or 8.62 per cent. 

The foreign missions of this church are in Africa, China, Hayti,and - 
Mexico, besides Miss Muir’s important school work in Greece. There 
is evidently much vitality and efficiency in the working forces of each 
of these missions; nor less of the growing interest, energy and lib- 
erality of the church at home. This latter is well indicated by the 
annual increase in the foreign mission income. ‘Taking five consecu- 
tive years, the total receipts stand as follows : 


Year’s gain. 


$97,627 56 $7, 902 82 
114,976 27 17,368 71 
... 189,971 56 24.975 29 
148,602 84 8,631 28 
162,084 25 13,481 41 


Some will remember that in 1877-78, the ‘Central expenses,” or 
cost of the missionary administration of this church, were reduced to 
the extent of $11,450, besides a reduction in cost of publications es- 
timated in anticipation at $2000 more. Have we not evidence here 
that wholesome economy in administration does not disaffect the friends 
of missions, or diminish their liberality? We are quite well aware, 
the amount given might be easily quadrupled in a single year with no 
increase in cost of administration, thus more than quadrupling the 
working forces and results in the missions, and we fancy many in this 
church—some of them leaders of much influence—are conscious of 
this same fact, and are fully resolved, with God’s help, to bring this 
branch of the church to a very much higher standard of atving and 

working for the salvation of the heathen. 
- Three new missionary bishops have recently been posse and 
consecrated for new dioceses in the home missionary field—Rev. Geo. 
K. Dunlap for New Mexico and Arizona; Rev. L. H. Brewer for 
Montana Territory ; Rev. John A. Paddock, D. D., for Washington 
Territory. The late Convention of this church in New York, at which 
these new bishops were appointed, might well be called the missionary 

Convention. Seldom in any gathering, however special, does mis- 
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sionary interest and zeal rise higher or suggest utterances more signifi- 
cant and fitting. .The action of this Convention, sitting as a board of 
missions, in regard to three of the “burning questions” of the day, 
deserve permanent record, and no effort should be spared by church > 
or state, Christian or citizen, to realize their fullest aim and scope as 
soon as possible. ‘The action on these three questions is as follows: 


WHEREAS, The work of the church of Christ and the best interests of Chris- 
tian civilization are seriously impeded in one of the territories of the United 
States by the existence of polygamy, recognized by a large majority of the com- 
munity as a religious institution; and, whereas, polygamy is not only contrary 
to the law of God, but is also forbidden under severe penalties in the territories - 
of the United States by act of congress, which act has been declared constitu- 
tional by the Supreme Court of the United States; therefore, be it 

Resolved, (the House of Bishops concurring), That while there are peculiar 
difficulties in the execution of this act, owing to the religious fanaticism by 
which the institution of polygamy is upheld, and especially to the fact that the 
interests of many innocent persons are unhappily invo!ved, it is still the duty 
of every Christian of this republic to use what influence he can to bring about 
as speedily as possible, a merciful but firm enforcement of the law 1 in regard to 
polygamy, or bigamy, in the Territory of Utah. 

2. Resolved, That it be referred to the board of managers of the Domestic 
and Foreign Missionary Society, to consider whether they cannot and ought 
not to make a much more liberal appropriation of funds than they have here- 
tofore done, to preach the gospel to the four millions of colored people in the | 
Southern States of our country. 

3. Resolved, (the House of Deputies concurring), That a committee of three 
bishops, three presbyters and three laymen be appointed, whose duty it shall 
be to observe what action is taken by government for extending to the Indians 
legal protection of their civil rights, and placing them ‘under obedience to the 
law, to promote by such measures as the committee shall deem expedient, leg- 
islation suitable to accomplish those ends, and report from time to time what 
action shall have been had in the premises. 


We are thankful to feel that this third question has already reached _ 
a point of progress from which there is no retreat—that recent in- 
fluences brought to bear on government have induced measures and 
action which assure the recognition of the rights of the Indians and 
their amenability to law like other citizens. Details may involve 
embarrassment and delay, but the final issue in the Indians’ personal 
rights and responsibilities of citizenship cannot be remote. 
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The missionary character of this late Convention was so marked as 


to attract the notice of the secular press. The New York Times says 
of it: 


‘‘Its most significant feature has been the place given to missionary enter- 
prise.” 


~The New York Tribune says: 


‘It is this spirit of missionary zeal and devotion to Christian duty which is. 


making the Protestant Episcopal Church a great power in this country. It is 
becoming in the largest sense a missionary church.”’ 


This missionary feature culminated in the new scheme proposed 
and readily adopted for developing the resources of the church for 
missionary purposes. This scheme is simply no longer to. rely on 
annual and occasional collections, but to resort to subscriptions, and 
bring the subject home personally to every member. Of course no 
compulsion is sought or desired, only a direct recognition of the per- 


sonal obligation and privilege of every one to bear a part in this’ 


sacred work. We shall look to see a large and rapid increase in the 


_ missionary income of this church. With this plan of subscriptions 


and the burning words of Bishop Penick (see Spirit of Missions, Oct., 


1880, page 354,) brought home to every heart, but one result IS pos- 
sible. 


Woman’s Auwiliary.—We notice this is the eighth annual report 
of this auxiliary, which is represented in 20 dioceses, and, like the 


larger society, cares for both the home and foreign field. Its work 


has been carried on the past year at a total cost of $1200, divided be- 
tween the home and foreign committees. Its gifts, in both boxes and 
money, to all branches of the work, have amounted in 1879-80 to 
$125,579. 


Evangelical Christendom says : 


‘The crowning feature of this Convention was its missionary work. It was. 
the missionary spirit of the body that lifted it out of the region of canons and 


rubrics and formal resolutions, and gave it a character which will tell upon the 
future and be remembered in history.” 


XXIII.—ReErormep EPIscoPaL CHURCH. (SEE IIL., p. 99.) 


Chas. D. Kellogg, Sec. ad interi im, 1602 Chestnut street, Phila- 


delphia, Pa. 
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This church has made no beginning yet in foreign missions, but its 
elements, energies and growth are such that we keep it in our list, 
quite confident it will soon secure the increased vitality in the home 
work, which always comes from earnest and well-planned efforts to_ 
evangelize the heathen. 


Home Strength | 1879. 1880. Gain. 
Members of 10,000 10,459 459 
Contributions to all » $280,785 

Value of educational property............ 200,000 , 
Missionary force among freed men— 


A general council of this church is held only every second year, 


and, meanwhile, no official statistics are published ; but for the data 


given above for 1880 we have the testimony of the public prints, and 


for their corréction wait the official figures of 1881. 


We trust the enlarging work of this church among the freedmen at 
the South may be taken as evidence of growing missionary zeal, and 
that it is soon to #0 begin work among the unevangelized of other lends. 


—Mernopist EpiscopaL CaurcH, Norru. (See Vor. 
III., p. 100.) 


Rev. J. M. Reid, D. D., Sec., 405 Broadway, New York. 


Home Strength. 1879. 1880. Year’s Gain. 


96 | 1 less. 
Presiding elders.............. cisieniaaiteiaiaaia 444 456 12 gain. 
Itinerant preachers............00 11,453 11,798 345 
Local ‘12,402 12,620 218 

—— 23,855 —— 24,418 —- 563“ 


1,696,837 1,728,147 26,310“ 
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Home Strength. 


Sunday-school scholars 
Value of church property 
Appropriations to For. Mis 
Debt of the 


The Missionary Review. 


1879. | 1880. 
1,531,097 1,793,763 
$72,214,872 
$278,616 00\ 299,174 00 
63,037 16 ——-112,150 71 


[May, 


Year's gain. 


262,666 “ 


$20,658 00 
49,113 55“ 


The cost of administration remains as last year, except that the 
office expenses have risen from $15,000 to $18,000 ; contingent fund 
is $25,000 ; incidental expenses, $30,000 ; disseminating missionary 
$5000: total, $78,000. 

Foreign Force and Results—The annual report of this church 
shows more than usual care and labor, with some desirable adjust- 


ments in classification and tables, so that a comparison of its statistics 
with those of the former year is hardly desirable. 


Its full “ summa- 


ries,” if accurate, as we trust they are, are of very great value, and 
their most important figures are presented here: 


| 
South 3 3 2 i 5 236; 626) 882 
Foochow, China....| 5, 5 11, 70 14° 1,468} 193; 934 
Central China.......| 4) 2 3...) 1) 1) 6| 52] 85 
North India......... 20/19 5! 1) 2| 12 67) 11) 337) 43] 1,666) 8,281! 8,958 
South India......... 29) 5) 8 1,338] ...... 2,434 
Japan ........ 10} 9} 4... 1) 7) 1) 15) 3) 15) 20, 478, 407) 422 
Mexico 5i.../ 5} 2} 141 4) 9] 544/609 
| — | — —| — | - -—| —— 
107'56'30, 3:10] 36] 186) 135) 387| 104) 7,699,10,230'15,692 
In Europe........... 10} 7}...!... +11) 3) 29)19,006' 52/28,935 
97 63/30' 3:10) 138] 185] 197) 284) 390] 138 26,705) 10,282)44,627 
American Indians. 1,790. 1,343, 
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We bring the statistics of M. E. work among the American In- 
dians into view here, because they are included in the foreign mission 


work of the Presbyterian. and American boards; though we regard 


the usage of the Baptists and others in classifying them under home 
missions as altogether more proper and desirable. 


Thoughtful minds will readily grasp the significance of the above 


‘table. For others it may be well to state briefly some of its lessons: 


1. The M. E. Church has, outside of these United States, laboring 


for the unevangelized : 


Total American 203 
Ordained native preachers......... 185 
Native workers under W. F. M. S................ nubieuenssinissabeenmeraieuuaien 138 
Other native helpers.. ........... 133 


Scholars in Sunday-schools 44,627 


We also find that in these missions were contributed, for—_ 


2. The native workers in the European missions are less than 2 per 
cent. of the whole number of converts; in the other foreign missions, 
nearly 13 per cent., and in North India ny itself more than 34 per 


cent. 


2 
Rad 
| 
; 
« 
‘ 
4 
f 
gia 
\ 


198 The Missionary Review. [May, 


If any of these last are voluntary unpaid workers, or paid by native 
churches, we fail to find the fact stated in the North India part of the 


report. If they are all (574) paid from mission funds, the percentage 


(34) is too large for the healthy and successful growth of the native 
church ; though in this same connection we must not omit to mention 
that the North India mission is credited with $21,403 raised in it for 
self-support. How much of this is from the native Christians and 
how much from the missionaries and their European friends, we do- 
not know. 


InpIA REpoRT OF THE NortH Mission. 


As we go to press, we are favored with the annual report of this 
mission, a volume of 100 pages published in India, for which many 
thanks to Rev. B. H. Badley. It brings to view the details of very 
earnest and very efficient work in all its departments, at every point 
occupied in the three large districts of this North India mission. | 

This local report shows that of the large amount—more than 
$22,000—gathered within the limits of the mission itself, only about 
$800 were contributed by native church members, somewhat over 
$4000 by European members, and the balance by European friends 
in India and England, with generous government grants to the schools, 
some. school fees, and an occasional gift direct from some friend in 
America, as in case of Rupees 3945, from “ A Friend ” in Baltimore. 

What proportion of the 574 native workers in this mission are vol- 
untary, unpaid workers, if there are any such, we are not able to as- 
certain from this India report. If such asians are anywhere men- 
tioned, it escapes our eye. In all cases where there are voluntary 


workers, or workers supported by the native Christians themselves, 


the fact brought to view becomes one of the best possible evidences 
of the genuine growth and vitality of the native churches. No report 
should fail to mention all such facts. 

We are a little posed by a seeming discrepancy bli these two 
reports, and more especially between two parts of the “ General Sta- 
tistics” in the India report. There is probably some key for recon- 


- ciling the figures, which our failure to apply may provoke a smile on 
_ the part of the compilers ; and yet, as others way: € be troubled by this 


same seeming discrepancy, we mention it. 
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In the annual report of the society the membership of the churches 
in the North India mission is stated to be 1666, not including “ pro- 
bationers.” In the India report, under the heading of “ Full Mem- 
bers,” we find 1686. In this case the 20 in excess may be attributed | 
to a very common practice of making up the local report a few months 
later than the report sent in manuscript to the mission-house in 
America. On this point we suggest the great desirability of taking 
the same date for both, so that all such discrepancies may be avoided. 

But in the India report is another seeming discrepancy which we 
know not how to explain. The “General Statistics” on page 92 give 
“Full Members ” 1686, as above. On page 93 they give “ Native 
Communicants ” 2597—911 in excess of the full members. This 
raises the question, Is admission to full membership a stricter test of 
true discipleship than admission to the Lord’s Table is? 

God’s blessing has rested on this North India M. E. mission from 


‘its origin in 1857, in large measure. Its field joins that of the Amer-_ 


ican Presbyterian missions in North India, begun in 1834; and a 
comparison between the two may on some points be suggestive. The 
Mahratta mission of the American board is also in India, though in 
the western part some 600 miles south of the others, begun in 1813 in 


Bombay, and we will look at the comparative figures in all three of 


them 
COMPARISON OF THREE MIssIons. 
Presbyterian A. B.C. F. M. M. E. North 
North India Mahratta India 
| Mission. Mission. Mission. 
Women workers | 48 11 
Ordained natives .. 12 
Other native helpers ..............000 157 | 135 562 
CoMMuNiICants 971 1,6667 
Begun ..... 1834 | 1813 1857 
*And1 doctor. 2597 per local report. 


The South India conference holds its place among the M. E. India 
missions, in virtue of small grants made by the missionary society, 
mainly in paying the passage of some of the young missionaries on 
first going to India; but its entire work from its origin, about 1872, 


has been quite self-supporting, and already it reports 1338 full mem- 
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bers. These are largely from. the Eurasians and Europeans of India, 
but between 200 and 300 are natives. William Taylor has abundant 


- reason to rejoice and thank God for the large blessing bestowed on 


this work, and for the privilege of being used of the ign Sti 
its foundations. Each and all of the missions of this church are 
developing with growing interest and success. 


Episcopan Cuurcu, Sourn. (SEE VOL. 


III., p. 102.) 
Rey. A. W. Wilson, D. D., Sec., Nashville, Tenn. 


Home Strength. . 1880. Year’s Gain. 
Itinerant 3,763 “3,867 104 gain 
Members (lay and clerical) ...... 798,862 832,175 33,313 “ 
S.S. 391,293 421,137 29,844 
Raised for foreign missions...... $04,321 $60,459 $6,138 

Foreign Force and Work in China, Mexico and Brazil. 
Ordained American missionaries 14 
Native preachers 36 38 
Other native help’rs and teach’rs 12 15 es 
Native communicants.............. 984 1,288 304 
Native $1,493 32 $386 89 


The returns for the last three items are so defective as to render 


them of little value. There is much evidence of earnest work and — 


solid results in these missions, and much ability manifest in this 
annual report, rendered in May, 1880. But if the compiler, with all 


the facts of each mission fresh in mind, would append a full table of 


statistics, giving all the above items with perfect accuracy, and as many 
more as he may think useful, it would enable intelligent readers to 
grasp the entire foreign work of this church with a very small part of 
the labor now involved in getting at it. 

The maximum salaries are $2500 to home Secretary ; $2100 to 
missionary in Brazil, and $2000 to superintendent in Mexico. 
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The amount appropriated for administration is made up thus : 


Printing, traveling office expenses.......... $2,800 
Traveling expenses of bishop to mission conference... 500 


The percentage of this on the total to home and foreign missions, 


_viz., $121,698, is about 54. 


tu near connection with the growing band of converts in the for- 
eign missions of this church, it is well to bear in mind that among the 
American Indians it has also 4820 members. 


- Within the past year the Advocate of Missions has been started as 


the missionary organ of this church, though in a way to be no burden 
to its missionary funds. It is a monthly paper, well-conducted, and 
cannot fail to deepen interest in missions wherever read. 


The Women’s Missionary Society, organized in May, 1878, is said 
to be gaining energy and zeal, and we hope its influence will be felt — 
in greatly enlarging the income, and enlisting more workers for the 


foreign missions of this church. Mrs. D. H. M’Gavock, Cor. Sec., 


Nashville, Tenn. 

The “ Address ” at the beginning of this report is one of marked 
ability, presenting a hopeful outlook and forcible incentives for larger 
gifts, more earnest prayers, and greater and more sustained efforts. 
Nothing is more true—nothing has been more thoroughly demon- 


strated in the past history. of missions—than that “ success 1s commen- 


surate with sacrifice.” The spirit needful in this work is the spirit of . 


: self-sacrifice, demonstrated in the earthly life and death of the Son of 


God. Just in proportion as the church is filled with this spirit, will 
she understand and feel the wretchedness of the heathen without * 
Christ, and feel impelled to hasten to them with the Gospel. The 
progress in the foreign missions of this church is manifest and encourag- 


ing; but its pastors and members will not leave out of view that their — 


number is more than 832,000; and with this membership in mind, 
they will keep in view also the number of their foreign missionarics, 
and the amount contributed each year to this sacred work enjuined by 
Christ himself. | 
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XXVI — AFRICAN Mernopist’ EpiscopaL CHURCH, (Vou. III., 
p. $42.) 


May, 


Rev. B. T. Tanner, D. wis 631 Pine street, . Philadelphia, Pa. 


Home Strength. | 


Conferences 
ltinerant preachers............ L418 


Local preachers................ 3,168 | 


Sunday-school scholars... | 


Value of church property......... 
Raised for missions in all.......... 


1880. Gain. 
9 3 
25 
1,833, 
1,418 
8,168 
4586 4,686 ...... 
214,806 
$3,285,711 $3,285,711 
$3,782 


In case of this church we have been able to hear of no increase, save 


the three new bishops. Nor can we ascertain the amount raised for 


missions the past year, or any details of mission work. 
The quadrennial session of the General Conference of this church 
occurred last year, (i 880 ,) and we hope soon to see the proceedings in 


print. 


XXVII-—Arrican M. E. Zron CuurcH, (Vou. III., p. 344.) 


Home Strength. 


Itinerant 
Local 


*Sunday-school scholars 


eee eo 


Val ue of sharch property ..... 


1,500 
2,500 
200,000 
100,000 
$14,000,000 


1880. 
7 


—— 4,000 
200,000 

100,000 
$14,000,000 


The Methodist Year Book shows no growth in case of this church ; 


nor from any other source are we able to learn of growth in its home 


strength, or of any mission work, either home or foreign. Reporting 


some 200,000 members, as it does, we must hope it is doing efficient 
service, but would gladly have some positive data to this effect. 
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XXVIIL.—Cotorep M. E. (Vor. IIL, p. 346.) 


Home Strength. 1880. 
Itinerant 638. 638 

—— 1,321 1321 


Of this church, also, we can hear of no growth or mission work. 


XXIX.—Union American M. E, Cuurcu, (VoL. IIT., p. 346.) 


Rev. Edward Williams, Sec., Wilmington, Del. 
This church was organized in Wilmington, Del., in 1813, as “ The 
African Union.” ‘The members seceded from the M. E. Church. 


Home Strength. 1877. 1880. 


Itinerant preachers ......... 161 
— 123 — 123 


Here, too, we find no report of gain or mission work. 


XXX.—EVANGELICAL AssociATIonN. (SEE VoL. III. p. 347.) 
Headquarters, Cleveland, Ohio. Rev. S. L. Wiest., Cor. Sec. 


Home Strength. 1880. Three Years’ Gain. 
Annual 19 21 2 
Itinerant 893 65 
— 1368 —— 1,488 —— 120 , 
Value of church $2,648,941 $3,030,027 $381,086 
Home and foreign mission contribu- | 
Income for foreign missions—balance in hand.........+. ss $24,116 63 
Receipts in 1879-80... 3,020 
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We are very glad to find that, though we gave such a meagre ac- 
count of this branch of the church a year ago, and much regretted we 
could obtain information of no foreign mission sustained by it, even 
then it had begun a prosperous mission in Japan, and its first annual 
report is dated June 30th, 1880. From this we learn that precious bless- 
ings came down upon this mission the first year of its existence. In- 
stead of toiling five years for their first convert, as we did in Kola- 
poor ; or six years, as Dr. Judson did in Burmah ; or ten years, as Dr. 
Moffat did in South Africa; or twenty years, as the church mission- 
aries of England did in Bombay, India, the missionaries of this 
church, at tke end of their first year in Japan, report: 


1880 


What wonder the report says: “A yenerous Providence has watched 
over the missionaries. Their work has been prospered ; doors and 
hearts have been opened to them, as at the touch of Christ.” And, 
again: “Our work in Japan is of vast importance, both as regards 
direct and indirect results among the heathen themselves, and especially, 
also, as regards its reflex influence on the churches at home. We are 
bound to push the God-approved enterprise rapidly forward.” 

The entire expenses of this mission, the year reported, seem to be 
$5257.14, leaving now in the foreign treasury $21,879.60. 

Lhe women of this church are organizing, and the outlook is surely 
one of good promise. 

The salary of a mission family of this board in Japan is $900. The 
salary of the home Secretary is $1100; of the Treasurer, $300. The 
Secretary gives his whole time to the correspondence, and earnest work 
in raising funds. Estimating the part of these salaries chargeable to 
foreign missions, by the ratio of expenditure in Japan and other mis- 
sion work, it would be about $68 for Secretary, and $20 for Treasurer. 


XX XI. —UsirTep BRETHREN IN CHRIST. (SEE. Vox. IIL, p. 347. 
Rev. D. K. Flickinger, Cor. See. , Dayton, Ohio. 


The twenty-seventh annual report of this Shurch’e board of mis- 
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sions is dated May 6th 1880. The more correct knowledge we have. 
gained of the working forces of this church, too, bring us very | much 


gratification. 
Home Strength. | 1879. 1880. Year’s Gain. 
Total receipts for missions............... 947,812 35 $46,033 60 7 $1,778 75 less. 
Expended in Germany and Africa.... 6,794 47 8.184 69 1,390 22 gain. 
Raised in the missions for their work 57,632 59 94,203 31 3,429 28 less. 
Foreign Force. 
Missionaries (7 in Germany and 7 in| 
Native communicants (in 
j ‘The Secretary, on a recent visit to the missions, organized what he 
ie calls a “ missionary district,” both in Germany and in Africa. Of 
the mission in Africa, he writes: 
| ‘‘The entire Sherbro country, controlled by Chiefs George and Richard 


Caulker, with numerous towns which are quite near and accessible to us, in the 
providence of God awaits and invites our occupancy. Much of this country, 
especially on the main branch of the Bomphe river, is densely populated, and 
without a single missionary. All the missionary force we now have in Africa 
could be fully and most advantageously employed upon this river alone; and 
_ we, or somebody else, ought to go into all the towns of considerable size as far 
interior as Sennehoe soon. Mr. George Caulker, at Shengay, is the leading 
chief of Sherbro country ; though Richard, his cousin, controls the Bomphe 
river part of it. In company with Messrs. Gomer and Wilberforce, I waited 
x 4 upon George twice, to learn of him whether he would grant us about fifty acres. 
of land at all the stations we now occupy, and where we may choose to estab- 
_ lish ourselves in the future. He expressed himself quite willing to do all for us. 
in that line that he could; but said he would have to consult the head men of 
his country before he could give a definite answer to such a proposition. Call- 
ing to see him the second time respecting this matter, one month later, he 
remarked that he had seen but few of his people, as the governor had called 
him to Freetown, and hence he could say but little more than he had before, 
only to re-assure us, which he did in stronger terms than previously, that we 
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had his sympathy, and should have his influence to secure all the sites we 
wished to occupy as mission-stations. 

Judging what his course will be in the future, from what it has been in the 
past, there is much to encourage us in these pledges. He not only built our 
present chapel in Shengay, but lately put’it into good repair; and he is now 
building us a chapel in Mambo, which, but for his being called away so much 


lately, would have been finished. At all events, he told me I was to dedicate 
it ere returning to America.”’ | 


This readiness of the African chiefs to give land and favor the mis- 
sion is noteworthy; though the influence and interference of the 
British governor of Sierra Leone are a little ominous. While this 


mission Secretary was at Rotufunk, this governor of Sierra Leone 


came there on a visit also. And further on in his report the Secre- 
tary adds: 


‘He [the governor] told Mr. Richard Caulker, from whom, and a few others, 
Mr. Gomer and myself obtained the deed for quite a tract of land for the 
Women’s Missionary Association, that he ought not to have given that Jand to 
them at Rotufunk ; for the reason that, in all probability, the government would 


soon need all good high sites for military posts or stations. This plainly shows 


that he expects to annex this country to the colony as soon as practicable.” 


_ And does it show, too, the cause of the recent trouble with the King 


-of Ashantee, and of the report, since corrected, that he had declared 


war against the British along this coast? Is it an illustration of what 
the Bombay Guardian calls the “ earth-hunger ” of the British ? 


We would not be uncharitable, but with all the disposition of the 


general government and its higher officers to give testimony to the 
value of Christian missions, and avail themselves of the large benefit 


accruing from them, there are still here and there small governors, 
magistrates, consuls and residents at the courts of native chiefs and 
princes, who are ever checking the generous impulses of these native 
chiefs towards missions, and often imposing petty restrictions and disa- 
bilities on missionaries, such as are altogether unworthy the represen- 
tatives of a noble Christian nation. ‘Their deeds should come to the 
light, that they may “be reproved.” The Women’s Missionary Asso- 


ciation of this church is of recent origin, but bids fair to become an 


efficient auxiliary in the work of missions. 
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PRorestant (SEE VOt. Itt, 


p. 347.) 
Rev. C. H. Williams, Sec. er Ohio. 

‘Home Strength. | 1879. 1880. Year’s Gain. 
Annual 45 48 
Itinerant 1,200 1,345 
Unstationed preachers.............. 909 | 759 

| — 2,100 — 2,100 
130,000 
Value of church property......... $3,000,000 00 
Income for foreign missions....... 1,781 81 1 Sl $2 50 


Foreign Force—Miss H. G. Brittan, in Japan. 


This church supports 17 girls in the school of the Women’s Union 
Missionary Society in Yokohama, and in sending out Miss Brittan, 
seeks to begin and sustain distinctive work of its own. 

Besides this foreign work, it sustains six home mission stations in 
this country, and evidently has resources and elements for mission 
work which should be largely and rapidly developed. Its one Secre- 
tary for both the home and foreign work receives but $600 per annum, — 
and its one worker in Japan the same, we believe. The women 
organized a foreign missionary society in February (12th), 1879, and 
express a purpose to furnish Miss B.’s salary. They have thus far 
paid $325 towards the salary, and sent articles valued at $200 to the 
home in Yokohama. We hope the pastors and members of this 
church—a pretty large number as reported—will keep their home 
strength and the amount raised for foreign missions ever closely asso- 
ciated in their minds, and hasten to make the latter fittingly corres- 
pond with the former. 

The apparent falling off in the home strength of this church is 


doubtless only apparent. The figures for 1879 were estimates ; those 


for 1880 are given to us as official. 


IV.--OLD MISSIONARIES---WHAT SHALL BE DONE WITH 
| | THEM ? 


SoME European mission boards show their appreciation of years and experi- 
ence in fitting missionaries for more efficient service, by increasing their 
salaries in proportion to their period of service. Some British societies begin 
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with a salary of about $1700, and increase it at the end of every five years; till 
the missionary of twenty years’ service receives $3000 or more. British socie- 
ties accord regular pensions, also, to disabled missionaries when obliged to 


leave the mission fields and return to Christendom. Some American societies 


show a measure of regard for old missionaries of long experience and service 
abroad, by offering to support them, even when disabled, if they remain in 


their missions. That all old workers who choose to remain in their missions, 
or go back to them after a visit to Christendom, should be allowed to do so, 


and be comfortably supported to the end of life, admits, we think, of no possi- 
ble doubt. The spirit which leads an old worker to desire to finish  life’s 
journey and finda grave, among the people to whom life’s affections and 


energies have been given, is not only praiseworthy in itself, but it stirs deeper 


love and interest in the work, among the home churches; while the efforts, 
even though more limited, the earnest prayers and kind words of coun- 
sel—nay, the very presence and looks of such veteran workers in the mission 
fields, become a means of service and grace more effective than the most 
abundant labors of young and inexperienced missionaries. 
The following extract is from a private letter recently received from the 
widow of a most faithful missionary, who, after more than forty years’ service 


in India, returned to this land and died about one year ago. Writng in Jan- 


uary last, she says: ‘‘ Next March one of our daughters will finish her medical 
studies. * * As early as September I intend to leave with her to return to our 
adopted home in Orissa, where I hope to end my life journey and work. My dear 
husband has already had one year of service in the upper sanctuary. The 


memory of his pure, devoted life, and thoughts of the peace, joy and rest into - 


which he has entered, afford me great comfort, and help me to bear the dread- 
ful loneliness I often experience. I am happy in the belief that the day of our 
reunion cannot be very far | in the future, but till then I desire to do what I can 
for our beloved mission.’ 


Who can doubt for a moment that this dear, aged worker will be far happier 


the balance of her life's journey, amid the people and scenes, recalling freshly | 


at every turn, the precious memories of her own and her beloved husband's 
life-work, and be incalculably more useful there, too, than she could be in 
Christendom? And yet a// our mission boards and Secretaries do not so view 
it. The number of old missionaries who would gladly go back to end their 
days in the missions, where the vigor of youth and manhood has been spent, 


and who are refused this privilege, is becoming so great in Christendom as to 


be ground of real concern for the interests of this mission work abroad. The 


deep and abiding interest of these men and women in the mission woik, and 


their wish to return to it, only intensifies the wonder, in pastors and churches, 
why they are kept from it. 


A dear widow lady, who has spent some twenty-eight years in a mission to 


which her husband gave his life, who has educated her children for this work, 


and seen each one of them, one after the other, go to different missions among 
the heathen, sent by the same board which sent her and her husband more 
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than thirty-two years ago, desired to go back with her only son, who sailed last 
year for the mission-field of his birth, where his father and mother had been 
most efficient and useful so many years; but her wish was not gratified, and 
she remains here in her loneliness, without husband or-child. yet with physi- 
cal health, and with missionary interest and love for the work, which should 


- render her far more useful than in her earlier years, with less ns and 


more engrossed with family cares and duties. 
We mention these particular cases for the sake of the general subject in- 
volved, and to ask for it more prayerful consideration by those who give and 


pray for foreign missions, and especially by the officers and members of our > 


foreign boards. Our good friend, Dr. Prime, of the Mew York Observer, has 
shown his concern that foreign missionaries are not thought so much of, and 
respected so highly in England as in this country, We commend to him the 
fact here mentioned—the more generous provision made for them in the mission- 
fields, and the pensions allowed on retirement. There are other facts—classes 
of them, indeed—which, in our view of the case, show conclusively that there is 
much more thoughtful care and regard for foreign missionaries, especially for 
the aged among them, in Great Britain than | in this country. 


V.--LETTERS FROM REV. J. MURRAY MITCHELL, LL.D’, AND 
OTHERS. 


THOSE of our readers who saw and heard the venerable missionary of the 
Scotch Free Church, the Rev. Dr. Mitchell, who visited us last September— 
especially those who heard his able report on foreign missions, at the Presby- 
terian Councilin Philadelphia—will be gladto hear from him. His letter, from 
Calcutta, India, bears the date of February 21st, 1881. Though written in — 
friendship, we may venture to give the following extracts: 


“My DEAR MR. WILDER: * * * Every hour, from the time we left 
your hospitable roof at Princeton, has been full of engagements up to this time. 


We sailed from San Francisco on October 19th, and had a rough passage 


across the great Pacific Ocean. Had we been able to go a month earlier, the © 
Pacific might not have belied its name; but my attendance at the General 
Presbyterian Council necessarily delayed me until the winter storms had begun. 

‘We had a pleasant company on board—not a few of them connected with 
missions. My esteemed friend, Mr. Wynkoop, formerly of Allahabad, now of 


Washington, was a fellow-voyager. He was returning to pay a visit to the 
‘mission field of India, in which he was formerly an efficient worker. And, to 


my surprise, I found he was accompanied by his mother—advanced in years, 


but as young in heart as when I had the pleasure of meeting her in India about 
thirteen years ago. 


Japan is unspeakably interesting in many ways. Itis full of contrasts. Some 


things are utterly unlike what we see in Europe or America; others are the 
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freshly-imported, newest forms of Western civilization. If so susceptible a 
people as the Japanese will pardon such a comparison, I would say they resem- 
ble a newly-hatched, lively chicken, rushing about with a portion of the shell 
still sticking to its back. But what of missions in Japan? The old state 
religion, Shintoism, in spite of court patronage, is moribund; Buddhism. has, 


of late years, lost much of its influence ; and of the 8 or 10 chief sects into 


which it is divided, only one seems to possess any real vitality. Meantime, 
education ‘spreads rapidly—and really good education; and the instructed 
classes, when not prepared to accept the religion of Europe and America, are 
endeavoring to make the cold morality of Confucius do service for a faith. But, 
wanting that alliance with the state which props it up in China, Confucianism 


is not really strong in Japan. The three great forces of Christianity are all of | 


them active. Russia sends the “‘ orthodoxy ”’ of the Greek church ; and, if re- 
port says true, she lavishes funds on the missions. But at the same time, the 
Bible is largely circulated by the Russian ecclesiastics; or, at least, largely 
bought, and doubtless with their approval, by the people. Unquestionably, 
the missions get considerable accessions; but how far real conversion is 
attained, or sought, we cannot say. The Roman Catholics say they have large 
- success; and they have, at all events, conspicuous churches—church buildings, 
I mean. And Protestant missions are doing a very noble work. I examined 


missions of the Dutch Reformed Church, the Presbyterian Church, (North,) the 


American Board, the Scotch Presbyterian, and the Church of England; and 
all of them seemed to me to be signally blessed. I cannot at present enter 


into details, or specify the work of particular missidnaries or missions; but | 


nearly everything I saw was cheering. Let me not forget to mention the work 


of the Woman's Union Society, whose school in Yokohama took me quité by 


surprise. 

“Tam full of — regarding Japan. I do ols indeed, hold the Neila 
character in very high esteem. I fear the people are unstable, fickle—even 
childish; but they have hitherto had nothing that was fitted to strengthen 
character. The old religion, Shintoism, is emptiness itself; and Buddhism has 


developed into a colossal ceremonialism. With a truly national system of 


education, and with the Gospel extending on every side, Japan may, by and by, 
really deserve the place she is ambitious of assuming among the civilized 
Christian powers of the world. 

‘‘T am compelled to stop ; I shall soon write more. 

‘‘In a week we go to Western India, and remain in Bombay for a month or 
more. In the rains we go to Poona, I hope. 

‘‘ My many thanks for THE MISSIONARY REVIEW. 


‘* Ever, my dear friend, most truly yours, . 


J. Murray MITCHELL. 


Quite pertinent here is the following extract from a beater to his Secretary by 
the Rev. W. Ashmore, D. D., a worthy Baptist missionary at Swatow, under 
the heading, ‘‘ Old Sui Meets a New Relative -:" 


\ 

J 

a 
wee wy 

avy 

ax 

at 

sa 

‘4 
> 

eT 

4 

» 
4 

» 

4 

\ 

he 
4 
— 
» 

A 

4 

ar 

4 

© 

+>. 

Pe 

oN 

94), 

é 


& 


ia 
| 
| 
it 
| 
| 
im 
i 
} 
a 
| 
i 
| 
4 ~ 
| 
| 
| 
\? 


— — 
4 


1881.]_ Letter from Rev. W. Ashmore. 211 


-“ Every little while we have a fresh illustration of the all-embracing tie of 
Christian brotherhood. Just now the Rev. Dr. J. Murray Mitchell is passing 
through this port. He is an eminent minister of the Free Church of Scotland. 
His anxiety was not to see the curiosities of the place, but to meet some of the 
native Christians. Among others, he met old A. Sui. ee 

“ He and A. Sui seemed to understand each other at once. They had been 
reared nearly twelve thousand miles apart; they spoke different languages, but 
as soon as introduced they were like two Free Masons. Dr. Murray Mitchell, 
warm-hearted and genial Christian as he is, was deeply interested in Sui’s 
faith. Suiin turn wanted to know how many brothers and sisters there were 
in the church in India, whence he had come. He told her there were 
500,000. She was delighted. 

‘Dear old woman! A few years ago she did not know that she had any 
friends in the heaven above or in the earth beneath. Now she has a Father in 
heaven, and a Saviour, and hundreds of brothers and sisters here, and 500,000 
in India that she never heard of before, She asked a variety of questions 


- about her new relatives, which he answered with as much delight as she had 


in the asking. So they chatted away through an interpreter; and then they 


parted, the white-haired Scotch doctor of divinity and the poor old Chinese 


Bible-woman, to meet no more in this world, but each confident of seeing the 
other some day before the throne of the Lamb.” * * * 


Dr. and Mrs. Mitchell continued their journey, and soon after landing in 
Calcutta, he was called on to preside at a public meeting for distributing prizes 
to the virls in the female schools connected with the Free Church mission. 
From the introductory statement on this occasion, by Rev. K. 5. Macdonald, 
we learn these schools embraced some 330 girls—go of them called Christian, 
and the rest non-Christian ; and that in the region bordering on Calcutta, were 
other schools, making not less than 500 girls in the schools there in connection 
with the Free Church Ladies’ Society in Scotland. One of these schools was 
established at Mrs. Mitchell’s request, and supported by her. In directing 
attention to the Christian girls, all dressed in white, Mr. Macdonald remarked 
that: 


“One of them went up last year to the university entrance examination, 
while yet only 14 years of age, and passed in all subjects save mathematics. | 
And another went up to the first arts examination, and passed in the second 
division, taking a higher position in connection with the university examination 
than any girl in India has yet taken.” 


»In the subsequent address of Dr. Mitchell he brings to view that the Ca/cutta 
Female School Society was formed in 1819 ; and that of the female half of the 
67,000,000 people in Bengal, the whole number of girls in schools reported on 
by government is 28,00o—deplorably small, and yet a result cheering and 
hopeful for the future. Besides the girls’ schools here brought into view as 
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existing in and near Calcutta, there is the large number of girls and women 
constantly taught by Christian ladies and Bible-women in the zenanas. Dr. 
Mitchell made graceful allusion to these devoted workers and to the Bengal 
monthly magazine, (Zhe Christia Mohila,) edited by one of the female 


teachers, all its articles being written by females. _ | 
On the 21st of February the Bengal Christian Conference held a public 
- meeting, numerously attended by both natives and Europeans, the proceedings 
of which we would gladly give entire, but for lack of space. They are pub- 


lished at length in the /xdian Christian Herald. The first resolution was as 
follows: | 


‘That this meeting hails with joy the presence amongst us, once more, of 
Dr. and Mrs. Murray Mitchell; and avails itself of the opportunity to record its 
high sense of the value of the great and good work done by them in this 
country, not only as missionaries, but in many other spheres of national im- 


‘portance; and particularly of the labors of Mrs. Murray Mitchell for the 


spiritual, social, and intellectual advancement of Indian women.” 


This resolution having been ably discussed and carried by acclamation, it 
devolved on Dr. Mitchell to respond, and some of his felicitous words were 
as follows : 


‘‘It gives me very great joy to find myself again in an assembly of Bengali 
Christians. I very deeply feel the kindness of the language you have used in 
reference to Mrs. Mitchell and myself. Every feeling of brotherly regard which 
you express is reciprocated by us, from the bottom of our hearts. Eight years 
have passed since we were last among you; and during that time we have 
often wished to be back in India. (Hear, hear.) And now in the Lord's 
abundant goodness, we are so; and as the apostle said of old, we rejoice ‘in 
beholding your order and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.’ Nor have 
the Christians of Calcutta simply held fast the word of life; they have held it 


forth—and I note with much thankfulness to God. the greater extent to which 


many of the beloved friends around me engage in making known the Gospel 
to their countrymen. The state of things in Calcutta seems to me most 

But my object is not to speak of Calcutta, I am to deliver messages and 
written communications to you from Christian brethren in China and Japan. 


I deem it a high honor and privilege to have been asked to do so by the © 


beloved friends in the farther east. Let me briefly tell you how this thing 
came about. In Japan, they have a high idea of India as a land of wisdom; 
I presume, mainly because Buddhism, which for ages has been powerful in 
Japan, arose in this-country. As soon as the Japanese at Tokio, Kioto, and 
elsewhere knew I had been for thirty years an Indian missionary, they assailed 
me with a whole battery of questions about the present state of things in this 


country. In particular, they asked about the condition of religion and the pro- 


gress of the Gospel. I answered them to the best of my knowledge, not con- 
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sciously, at all events, giving any rose-colored view. Whereupon, solemn 
thanksgiving was offered to God; and I was requested to bear to Christians in 
India the salutations of their brethren in Japan. (Cheers.) I told them I felt 
myself highly honored by the commission, and suggested that a few lines in 
writing would also be greatly valued by you. Such communications were at 
once promised ; and I now present two from Japan Christians; one written in 
Japanese and translated by themselves; the other written by them in English 
only. Almost the same thing exactly, happened at Swatow and Canton in 
China; only that the translations were in both cases made by missionaries, 


The knowledge of English, I may remark, has advanced much farther in Japan 
than in China.’ 


Three of these were here read out, which are reproduced below. 


Toxk10, JAPAN, November 21st 1880. (13th year of Meiji.) 

To THE CHRISTIANS IN INDIA:—Rev. Dr. J. Murray Mitchell, of Scotland, 
is staying in this city for a few days on his way to your country. 

He gave us avery interesting account of the missionary work in your country 
and of the Pan-Presbyterian Council recently held in Philadelphia, and also 
assured us of that Council’s Christian sympathy for, and interest in us of the 
far East. 


Truly ‘‘God is no respecter of persons.’’ Inside of the four seas all are 


brothers. The Oriental and Occidental are one. We have never seen you in 
the flesh ; but we truly regard you as our brothers and sisters. In afew days > 


Dr. Mitchell will leave the city. He has kindly offered to take with him our 


Christian salutations to you, and we have gladly availed ourselves of the oppor- 


tunity to express our deep sympathy for you, and request you to remember us 
in your prayers. May God bless you! farewell! 


Most sincerely yours in Christ, 
CHRISTIANS IN TOKIO, JAPAN. 


II. 


The brethren of Canton, China, send greetings to the brethren and sisters in 
India. Having heard from Rev. Dr. Mitchell of the success of the Gospel in 
that land and of the additions to the church, we give thanks to our Lord for the 
grace bestowed upon you, and the power displayed in the conversion of many. 
We rejoice to hear of the earnest zeal of the brethren there in making known 
the Gospel to their fellow-men. | | 

While thankful that, year by year, there are, in this city, some who come out 
to follow the Saviour, yet we lament they are so few. The people here are very 


perverse, and very difficult to convert. We also know our own want of dili- 


gent and zealous effort in making known the Gospel. Alas, alas! While 
uniting in the observance of this week of prayer, we have consulted to write 
this letter to you: because the followers of the Lord are everywhere of the same 
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mind. We ask our brethren in India to pray for us, that we may be diligent in 
making known the truth of Christ and that the Gospel soon may be widely 


extended in this land. Ifthe Lord hears our prayer and during this year gives 


great prosperity to the church, we will write to you again. May the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, the love of our Heavenly Father, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 


III. 


To the brethren and sisters in Christ who are in India, Peace! When Dr. 
Mitchell, coming from the Pacific side, passed through our humble place, he 
preached the boundless mercy of the Saviour, and earnestly exhorted us. He 
also told us about what he had met with, during thirty years’ missionary labor 
in your honorable country, about the aspects of that country, the character of 
the people, the difficulties of mission work, the hardships of believers, and 
your warm-hearted service to the Lord. Through hearing this our souls were 


expanded and exhilarated with exceeding joy. We praise the Lord’s love and | 


power bestowed on the church to all alike, without difference. Now, therefore, 
we lay aside all consideration of our own deficiencies, and write a simple letter 
to show forth the fitness of the One body, and to give expression to the earnest 
longing of our hearts for you. About the mission work in our country, by the 
mercy of the Lord there is no hindrance to our movements. But not many 


repent and believe. Our church here had been set up for more than twenty 
_ years, and there are not more than a few hundred; but we trust you, brethren 


and sisters, will pray for our country that the Supreme Lord would greatly 
open the door of the kingdom of heaven, and save the people of this place 


from the yoke of the devil, and bring them to Himself. We also pray for your 
honored country, that God may largely bestow mercy and comfort, and widely 


spread abroad the Gospel in your country. So, then, though we may not see 
each other’s faces in this world, we hope to meet in heaven. We cannot say 


_ all in writing, but in our own humble style we have said so much with all | 
respect and love. 


eeer SENT FROM THE CHURCH AT SWATOW. 
January 27th, 1881. Kwong Sin, 6 years, 11 mh., 16 d. 


Dr. Mitchell resumed: ‘‘I think I never felt a purer or a higher joy than in 
meeting with the dear brethren who now salute you. In Japan, not only do 
the Christian professors grow rapidly in numbers, but the warmth of their love, 
and ardor of their zeal were very beautiful to behold. If through the grace of 


_ God the present rate of progress shall continue for ten years longer, the results 
will amaze the world and fill with thankfulness the heart of the Church of 
_ Christ. I recollect I said that if the Lord continued to help them as He was 


then doing, Japan would soon be all Christian in profession; and then they 
must come to your help in India in your great contest with heathenism; and 


4 


| 
q 
: 
| 4 
a 
| 
‘ 
¥ 
4 
4 
| 
3 
| 
a 
| 
i | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
*. 
| 
| & 
| i 
| 
| 
| 
¥ 2 
5 
i} 
| ; 
; 
4 
: 
| 
¥ 
4 
3? \ 
4 


1881.] Letter from Rev. M. Mitchell. 


as old India gave them Buddhism—a miserable gospel, but the best she 
knew—so they must in return send gold for brass—the teachings of Christ for 
those of Sakya Muni. (Cheers.) Some will smile at this as a devout imagina- 
tion ; I do not despair of its becoming an accomplished fact. At all events the 
sentiment was enthusiastically responded to at Tokio and Kioto. China is far 
more conservative than Japan; and Confucianism will, apparently, not soon 
yield before the preaching of the Gospel. Still, the progress of the truth 
among the masses is manifest; and all the missionaries I met are full of heart 
and hope. 

Even already we seem to have, in the letters I now present, a new proof of 
the truth that Christianity is the religion for man—for all men; the message of 
the Father in heaven to all his children alike. ‘‘ There is neither Greek nor 
. Jew, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: all are one in Christ."’ The day is 
drawing on when East and West and North and South, after ages of separa- 
tion and hostility, shall all meet at the footstool of God, revealing Himself in 
His Son, kneel there as a band of loving brethren, and in many tongues, but 
with one heart, shall utter the great words—‘“‘ Our Father, which art in heaven.”’ 
(Cheers. ) | 

Of the second resolution of this memorable meeting of Bengali Christians, 
we have space only to say, it returns special thanks for the salutations of the 
brethren in Japan and China, with expressions of warm Christian fellowship 
and sympathy, requesting the Conference to convey the same to those dear 
brethren in the remoter East. The whole occasion was evidently one of choice 
Christian sympathy and communion, and well illustrates the oneness of the 
Christian brotherhood the world over. 

A resolution was also passed expressive of the high esteem of the Confer- | 
ence for Rev. K. S. Macdonald, and its great gratification that one so rich in | 
experience and qualities fitting for the work, had been set apart for special 
evangelistic labor for the educated natives. Dr. Duff himself found an ample . 
field for all his high abilities among English-speaking and educated natives, 
requiring no knowledge of the native languages; and this field is constantly 
enlarging, requiling for its proper cultivation, abilities, piety, and consecration 
of the very highest order. We trust Mr. Macdonald is one prepared of God 
for this work. | 


VI.--FIELD NOTES. 


We hope in our next number, to complete the review of our 
American churches and their foreign missions, with tables bringing 
their more important facts in close limits so as to be readily under- 
stood and compared at a glance by every intelligent reader. 
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A Freutp Day For Misstons.—The last Sabbath of March 
proved a day of special services at Princeton in the interest of foreign 
missions. Rev. Dr. Pierson, of Detroit, Mich., having come to 
preach in the “Seminary Course ;”, by request of the theological — 
students, gave them in the morning a supplement to his missionary 
address at the inter-seminary convention last October. Taking for 
the basis of his discourse Dan. ii. 34, 35, he showed that the 
“colossal fact” of the last half century is the progress of Christianity 
among the previously unevangelized ; and that the work of foreign 
missions in this period, has revealed more astounding miracles than 
those of apostolic times. In support of this view he produced an— 
array of facts and illustrations from the various mission fields ; sum- 
moning instances of the enlightenment, and uplifting of debased 
heathen ; of the physical, mental, moral and spiritual transformation, 
not only of men well up in the scale of civilization, and knowing — 
something of the humanities of life, though without the Gospel; but 
also of men deeply sunk in ignorance and superstition ; and even of 
those so debased as to be brutalized, and almost beyond the limits of 
humanity. At his bidding illustrations came thick and fast from the 
Hawaian Islands, the South Pacific, the work of McCall in Paris, the 
“Lone-Star Mission” among the Telugus of India—showing the 
divine power of the gospel not only on individuals, but on large 
masses of depraved men, where the subsidence of effete systems of 
false religion, like the subsidence of land before the in-flowing ocean, 
has revealed God’s hand going before the missionaries, and leading 
them to a people already prepared of the Lord to receive their message 
and come to the light. , 

Dr. Pierson closed his convincing and inspiring discourse with a 
proposition, that with God’s help we evangelize the whole world within 
the next 20 years—showing by a few moderate calculations that it can 
easily be done ; and pressing home on the conscience the absolute need 
to every preacher of the Gospel of the anointing of the Holy Ghost, 
if he would win souls to Christ. 

It is not our purpose to reproduce this discourse, and we cannot give’ 
any adequate idea of its inspiration and power; but we venture to 
suggest, that if all pastors in Christendom will make such a study of 
missions as this pastor has, and will become themselves thus enthused 


» 
| 
| | 
iif 
| 
4 
| 
4 
i 
| 
} 
j 
i 
| 
| 
j 
i 
| 2 | 
3 
; 
| 
} 
ig 
| 
| 
i 
> 
> 
| 
i 
| 
4 
| 
] 
| 
a 
j 
< 
{ 


1881.] A ‘Field Day for Missions. 


with the facts and divine elements of the work, we shall have in them 
a sufficient guaranty, that Dr. Pierson’s proposition to evangelize 
every heathen of the race in the next 20 years is not at all chimerical, 
but a feasible undertaking, whose accomplishment will have thus be- 
come assured. | 

At 4 p. M. of the same Sabbath Dr. Nevius, fresh from China, gave 
us an address on that vast mission field; dwelling mainly on his per- 
sonal labors, and the results in a part of his mission reached only 
on preaching tours. 

We noticed that he estimated the baptized converts in the various 
missions of China at 20,000-—5000 higher than any estimate we have 
before heard, but doubtless more nearly correct. 

One fact brought to view in this address—a fact of special interest 
to an old Indian missionary, and which we commend to the notice 
and study of missionaries in all other fields and especially in India—is, 
that in prosecuting evangelistic work in the interior, three or four 
hundred miles from Chefoo, where he lives—work apparently beginning 
in the effect produced on the minds of the Chinese by the indefatig- 
able efforts of the missionary to distribute alms and save life in the 
severity of the famine—while baptizing and receiving to the ordi- 
nances of the church some 30) professed believers, Bro. Nevius 
affirms that none of the resident converts receive any allowance or 
support from mission funds—three only being employed in evange- 
listic laber on merely subsistence allowances. Such a foundation of 
the native church must be good to build on, and we shall watch for 
future developments ia this field with special interest ; hoping Bro. 
Nevius may be able to go back and continue to build on the same 

apostolic foundation. 
The services at the ordination of a Ainslie for Mardin, ‘Turkey, 
on the following Wednesday evening; the very able and appropriate 
sermon by Dr. Haydn, and the impressive charge by Dr. Green were 
all in keeping with the spirit of these Sabbath services. May they 
help to enlist other young men for this work among the heathen. 


Tue Hicuesr Crvinization v. Curistianiry.—Does the Foreign Mis- 
stonary regard the abnormal elements of civilization, its absurdities, 
abuses, parasites, fungi—nay, the very heathenism which clings to it in 
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spite of it, as the “highest civilization” itself? Let us have the 
“highest civilization ” defined,.and determine what it is, before we con- 


demn it as not “conducive to the spread of Christianity.” Do the 
parasites growing upon the surface militate against the genuineness of 


the value of ships ? 
Ought not everything that is not “ conducive to the spread of Chris- 


_tianity” to be exterminated from our civilization as utterly alien to it, 


and as hostile to the highest Christian civilization as it is to Chris- 
tianity itself ? | 

Dr. J. W. Alexander wrote: “I am horror-struck to count up the 
profligate children of pious persons, and even ministers. The door at 
which these influences enter, which counteract parental instruction and 
example, is, yielding to the ways of good society. By dress, books, and 
amusements, an atmosphere is formed which is not that of Christianity.” 
And is it, nevertheless, the atmosphere of “the highest civilization ?” 
We do not believe it. We believe it is as really detrimental to the 


highest civilization as it is to Christianity. The highest civilization and 


Christianity cannot be thus divorced ; and, for the sake of the former 
as well as the latter, we would say, with Dr. Alexander : ‘‘We must 
stand in a kind but determined opposition to the fashions of the world, 


-breasting the waves, like the Eddystone light-house. * * Surely, the 


way in which we commonly go on, is not the way of self-denial and sac- 
rifice and cross-bearing which the New Testament talks of.” 

Let us have a civilization which shall lead all men to present their 
“bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,” as their reasonable 
service, and it shall be the “highest civilization.” 


“OrooMIAH SraTiIon, Perstan Misston, 1880.— 


Amer. Mis- | C Added on Employed by Pupilsin Native Con- 
Converts. 
sionaries. Confession. Mission. Schools. tributions. 


1879. 1879.| 1880. | 1879 | 1880. 1879. | 1880. 1879. 1880, 1879. 1880. 


1,240. 1,398 202, 254 125, 10, 1,819 1,944 $1,552 $2,396 


‘The year past has been one of great trial—in famine and war and pre- 
vailing sickness, but a year of much spiritual growth and fruit. Of those put 


the oak? or the barnacles adhering to the best ship afloat disprove 
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down as employed by the mission, over 20 are paid entirely by the people, and 
over 50 others in part by the people. The number attending our meetings 
is now about 5000. The number of places for stated worship is 108. The 


great drawback to our work is the anarchy and violence that prevail over our 
field of labor.” — F. H/. Shedd. 


Bro. Shedd has our thanks for this clear and comprehensive view of 
the mission work at Oroomiah. Despite the desolations of war and 
famine, there are encouraging elements in this brief statement which no 
reader can fail to notice. None, we trust, will confound these statistics 
with those of the whole mission in Persia, before given. ‘These are for 
the one station Oroomiah, the official spelling of which, we notice, is Urmia. 


OF Home Muissionartes.—The reporting 
church matters in Connecticut, says : 


‘The average salary of home missionaries in that state is $790. In Con- 
necticut, as elsewhere, there has been a feeling, among a few at least, that the 
administration of home missions has cost too much; and one speaker at this 
meeting thought there was no reason why the salary of the Secretary should be 
$2300, while in Maine and New Hampshire it is but $1500. Rev. Leonard W. 
Bacon, D. D., also thought it was an abuse of their trust, and a deliberate 
squandering on the part of the trustees, that they pay $200 to a Treasurer, when 
plenty of gentlemen, fully competent and responsible, might be found to do it 
without charge. This home missionary matter occupied more time than any 

other one topic at the meeting ; and it was charged that it costs over twenty-two 
_ per cent. of the receipts of the society to administer its affairs ; or a greater per- 
centage of its receipts than is thus expended by any other home missionary 
society in the country. This percentage had lately been increasing, while the 
receipts had diminished, and it was claimed would continue to diminish, till 
there was different management.” 


We do not wonder at. these strictures. But, if proper to insist on 
more economy in the management of home funds, how much more 
so in case of those given for work among the heathen ; where no motive 
from self-interest or patriotism, even, can operate, and givers and 
workers must be influenced purely by love to Christ and the souls of the 
heathen. The idea of making a living by administering funds given to 
save the heathen—why not as abhorrent as to take a salary for receiving 
and transmitting funds contributed to save the starving millions of © 
China or Persia in times of famine ? 
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- Besides, Dr. Bacon is right about it. There are scores of men of the 
highest integrity, and true love to Christ and souls superadded to their 
integrity, who would gladly serve as Secretaries and Treasurers of these 


missionary organizations without a farthing of compensation, aud feel 


it as real a pleasure to give time and labor as they do to give money. 
And the vantage ground of these societies for commanding the sym- 
pathy, interest and gifts of all Christians, would thus be immensely 
improved. With such examples of true love to Christ and the souls of 
the heathen, in those directing these missionary societies, we might rea- 


sonably expect a vast increase, both in money given, and in men and 


women of the right spirit and character for this blessed work. Scores of 


Christian women are already serving in this way. Let men try it also ; 


and see if the Lord will not open the windows of heaven, and pour down 
a larger blessing on this work of winning the heathen to Christ. | 


CoMPENSATION FOR CuHRIsTIAN Work.— 


‘The Lord hath ‘ ordained that they which preach the Gospel should live of 
the Gospel.’ But it does not follow that Gospel ministrations should be put on 
a commercial basis, or that we should sell Christian sympathy or religious in- 
struction at a price.”—Rev. Alvin Cooper. 


This is well put ; and much less does it follow that the servant of 
Christ and His church, while serving in the most benevolent and self- 


sacrificing work of the church, may exact a salary of $5000 from those : 


whose average income is less than $1000. 


‘“Mr. Wm. E. Gould, in a paper read recently before the Portland Congrega- 
tional Club, furnished some facts that are full of interest. In that city he finds 


that 8126 hands employed in the various industries, are paid a trifle over $200 


apiece yearly. Of these, 2500 mechanics do not receive over $600 a year; and 


having families to support, they say that an elegant church is not the place for 


them, and they cannot pay pew rent. They find that they must take a back 
seat, behind a big pillar, or go into the gallery. In too many cases, the parents 
send the children to the Sunday-school because it costs nothing, and they 
themselves stay at home, and that costs nothing. These are serious truths 
that wealthy churches are called upon to meet. It is a many-sided problem, 
how best to reach the masses with the Gospel.’’— Congregationalist. — 


Another problem in this connection is, How must the ereat mass 


of laboring Christians, living on such small incomes, look upon the | 
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large official salaries of missionary boards? How can they be enlisted 
to feel and pray for, and give to these boards, when they see them pay- 
ing these large salaries to their neighbors, from the mission funds given 
in part, at least, by those living on such small incomes ‘ ? 


Heavy Duties or Misstonary SECRETARIES.— 


“ Some people think the Secretaries of the benevolent societies have an easy 
time; but the difficulty which the executive committee of the Massachu- 
. setts Home Missionary Society finds in securing the right man for that position, 
doesn't indicate that it is felt to be what is called a ‘soft place’ by those who 
are wanted for it.”"— Zhe Congregationalist, Oct. rst, 1879. 


May not a good house suffer in reputation from bad tenants, so as to: 
be less desirable to live in when next left vacant ? 


‘The October number of the Home Missionary states, that the National 
Society at New York received but $4000 from the treasury of the Massa- 


chusetts Home Missionary Society for the five months ending in August,” &c.. 


From this it seems the desired Secretary would not be overburdened 
with the cate of money, even if he acted as Treasurer also. But is not 
this meagre income a result of having no officers? More likely, we 
think, the result of having had too much of them in the past ; and we 
confess that we do not wonder that a minister who can live by preach- 
ing the Gospel, shrinks from placing himself between the suffering mis- 
sionaries at the front and the contributing churches and Christians, who 
have such solid grounds of complaint for past mismanagement, and for 
withholding gifts so lable to perversion. 

Latrer.—Bro. Clark has reconsidered and accepted his appointment 
as Secretary. We hope he may be greatly successful in the work under- 
taken, and lift the society out of the ruts of past bad management. 

Earty Foreman Misstonarres MORE aND 
We have not hesitated to express our conviction that there has been 
latterly a falling off in the spirit, tone and character of the missionaries 
and home agents and officers of our foreign mission boards ; that there 
is less self-sacrifice and earnest, enduring cons2cration now than for- 
merly. The following testimony on this point is from the Rev. Mr. 
Tracy, of Marsovan, Turkey. He writes : 
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‘‘Of late I have repeatedly come upon the tracks of a former missionary ; and 
they are deep tracks. I am constrained to express my conviction that some 
of our predecessors were grander men than we younger missionaries are. Mr. 
aa * Ball was undoubtedly a peculiar character. I am told he was never known to 
HO smile. A thunder cloud had not more terrors than he, nor more concealed 
blessings. His voice alone was mightier than a dozen policemen. He was a 

a ‘righteous man, and everybody knew it. No other fear than the fear of God 
ui ever entered his heart. Some missionary has said that all the windows needed 
to be opened at the annual meeting to let out his rebukes. Pashas were awed 
before him. Once, in making his first call on one of these dignitaries, in days 
when, much more than now, it was rash and dangerous to speak disparagingly 
of the founder of Islam, the Pasha remarked at the beginning of their conver- 
sation, ‘ Effendi, they say these Protestants do not believe in the prophets. Is 
it really so?’ Stung to the quick by the impolite assault, Mr. Ball rose like a 
giant, and replied in thunderous tones, ‘The Protestants believe in the pro- 
phets, because they are from God; in Mohammed they do not believe, because 
‘he is not of God.’ All present were dumbfounded with the daring and tre- 
mendous utterance; yet this Pasha afterwards became his friend. 

‘‘ Yet this stern reprover was the tenderest of men. He was compassionate 
and loving at heart, ready to undergo any sufferings for others’ good, and 
deny himself to any extent to relieve human woe. The needy found in him a 
friend, and the sorrowful a comforter. His piety was exceedingly deep, though 
melancholy ; his force as a preacher great. His manner of life was too ascetic 
for health or long life; his table so simple that the cook had little todo. He 
‘was unpopular and yet mighty. 

‘Our Protestant brethren, who knew much of him, will wend hours in cere 
ing of him, and repeating his words. Students at Bebek Seminary quote the 
sermon he preached to them, at the ume when a class graduated, from the text 
‘For the love of Christ constraineth us.’ He made raking utterances, yet no 
one could object, because all knew his sincere and self-denying spirit. His 
‘very words and tones are quoted, and their power is acting still. The native 
helper in Zille has szxty letters from Mr. Ball written to himself, full of rebukes 
and loving counsels, profitable admonitions and sympathetic words. Hereads 
them over and over, and will as long as his eyes see.’’ 


We need only add that to the end of the conflict— 


‘The world needs men—large-hearted, manly men ; 
Men who shall join its chorus, and prolong 
The psalm of labor, and the psalm of love.” 


Way Kirt rae Macisrrate anp Spare THE Misstonary’s Son ?—When 
the Cape government in Africa resolved on war against the Basutos to 
disarm them, last October, the British magistrate, Mr. Hope, called on 
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a friendly chief, Umhlonhlo, to furnish 1000 fighting men and come 
with him to fight the Basutos. This chief refused at first, but ulti- 
mately consented, on condition that his 1000 men should be furnished _ 
with arms and ammunition by the government. This was agreed upon, 
and on the day appointed for taking the field, Mr. Hope and his clerks 
were present at the heathen ceremonies to be performed. Among his 
clerks was the son of a missionary, Mr. Davis. While Mr. Hope was 
addressing the crowd, the chief drew aside young Davis, under some 
pretext, and immediately Mr. Hope was surrounded, seized by the beard 
and stabbed. The other clerks were tossed into the air, caught on the 
_ warriors’ spears and killed. The warriors then ran to kill young Davis, 
but the old chief caught him under his arm saying: “ This man is I 
myself. He who hurts him hurts me. He 1s the son of a missionary, and 
the brother of a missionary, and I will shoot the first man that harms him.” 

Young Davis was thus saved, and Umhlonhlo appointed the mission — 
station of Shawburg to be a place of refuge for all Englishmen in his. 
country. _— hastened to it and have been saved. 


American InpIANS AND THE Boarp.— 


“ 


“The American board has had over 500 missionaries, and has expended 
more than a million of dollars, among the 15 different tribes.” —Congregation- 
alist. | 


As this board reports only 621 Indian converts, would it not be well 
to couple with this public statement of expenditure in men and money, 
a summary of the work and results accomplished by them ? 


Denominations No Hinprance 1n Missions.—Many fancy the variety of 
Christian denominations hinders the progress of the Gospel among the 
heathen. But they themselves have more sects than exist among 
Protestants. The Buddhists in Japan alone have 200 sects ; and among 
the Hindus, sects are almost without number. When the heathen see 

Congregationalists and Presbyterians preaching, praying and com- 
- muning together, they get a better idea of the true elements of Chris- 
tian love and union than they could if all the Christians seen by them 
were of one denomination. 


Trinity of ClaseernTiaiiie hope and love—and the greatest of these is. 
love, being essential to the others’ existence. 


‘Sy 
~ 
a 
~ 
as 
> 
the 
By 
+ 
‘a 
e 
2 
‘ 
‘ > 


224 The Missionary Review. [ May, 


Trinity of the World—Fashion, extravagance and pride—-and the 
— of these 1 is pride, being the root of the others. 


‘‘I love thee for Thy cross, Thy thorn-crowned head ; 
_ For Thy sweet passion, Lord, I /ove thee best ; 
And though in firmest Zofe I wait Thy will, 
Compared with Jove, my firmest hope is dead, 
For, without hope, in I'd trusting rest.” 


ARMENIAN CHRISTIANS aT CapuL.—Those of our readers who were inter- 


ested in our brief notice of these Christians, and of the Rev. Imam 


Shah’s visit to them in August, 1879, will be sorry to learn that their 
church, in which service was held on that occasion, and which had 
served them many years, was destroyed in December, 1879, by the 
British army—unavoidably, says Rev. Mr. Hughes. Rev. Imam Shah 
left Cabul only three days before the massacre of Sir L. Cavagnari and 
the British embassy, and a full report of his visit was recently published 


in the C. M.S. Intelligencer. During his visit he baptized 8 persons and 
had a communion service. 


He found they had the Old Testament with Apocrypha, but seldom 
read any parts but the psalms. That their women had been, by some 
former church dignitary, forbidden to read the New Testament; and 


they also read only the — though the Gospels were ey vener- 
ated by all. 


Illustrating their very strict observance of the stated fasts, Imam 
Shah mentions a tradition he found among them that, far back in their 


history, the members of the Georgian and Armenian churches implored 


_ their priests to relax a little the severity of their fasts, and allow them 


curds and whey. The priests refusing this, 10,000 families left, the 
church and became Mussulmans at once ; and that the present warlike 
Ghilzais are the descendants of those 10,000 families. Anent this tra- 


dition, the Rev. Mr. Hughes speaks of having seen a Moslem shrine in 


the Ghilzai country with a white fiag over it, and a red cross on the 


flag. In talking with the people he also learned that mothers often 
make the sign of the cross upon a sick child, as a charm for its protec- 


tion and recovery. He says that there is even a current tradition 
among them that they were formerly Christians. Imam Shah found 
this tradition at Cabul also, and Dr. Bellew speaks of the same. None 


of the present tribes of Afghanistan are more warlike than the 
Ghilzais. 
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FIRE IN JAPAN.—Rev. J. Hartzler, Missionary Supt. Avangelical Associa- 
tion, writes of this destructive fire of January 26th, that it burned through the 
most densely populated portions of Tokio, the capital, destroying houses, 
reported by the police to be more than 15,000, leaving desolate a tract three- 
fourths of a mile wide and five miles long, and at least 50,000 persons homeless 
and destitute. The loss in property was immense, and many perished 
in the flames, or by falling into the river. ‘‘ A mother was found burned to 
death with two children clasped to her bosom. Seven men were devoured 
by the flames while attempting to snatch some valuable relics from an old 


- Buddhist temple.” In February he reports three more fires, consuming some 
8000 houses more. 


-TonGa IsLANDS.—Rev. Mr. Baker, a Wesleyan missionary, was sometime 
since induced by the king to organize the educational institutions of the islands ; 


and did the work so much to the king’s satisfaction that he has now made him 
his prime minister. | 


Babu Ram Jiban Ray, a native preacher of the English Baptist mission, India, 
finished his work, entering “into life’’ last June, after more than forty years of 
earnest and effective labor in preaching and winning souls to Christ. In preach- ~ 
ing power, zeal and Christian spirit he had few equals. Once, when traveling 
by boat on the river, a party of robbers came upon him, got possession of the 
boat, and ordered him to bring out his money and valuables. With perfect 
calmness and gentleness, he bade them be seated, brought out his New Testa- 
‘ment and read and talked to them, in such a way that they soon rose up, saying, 
‘No, we will not take anything from you,”’ and quietly departed, leaving him 
to go on his way, preaching the Gospel. | 


HuMAN SACRIFICES—Potency and fitting occasion for them, in Hindu esti- 
mation. So prevalent is the idea in common Hindu minds, that human victims 
please the gods, and secure their help and favor in the accomplishment of any 
arduous or difficult enterprise, that at the inception of any such enterprise 
they expect such victims will be sacrificed. In difficult feats of railroad engi- 
neering over and through mountains, and other like enterprises by the British, 
tifé populace has been seized with a panic, and many fled to escape becoming 
victims. The most recent instance of this kind has just occurred in Wynaad, 
South India, where a company has introduced apparatus for crushing quartz, 
hoping to find gold. Seeing the preparation, the poor people yielded to their 
popular belief and fears, and fled from their homes, lest they should be seized 


and offered as victims. Do not these panics furnish unmistakable evidence of 
former usage among the Hindus ? | 
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MOSLEM AND CHRISTIAN CONVERTS IN InDIA.—Statements are appearing 
every now and again, claiming a rapid increase of Mohammedans in India. 
In a life of thirty years there, we have not learned of more than half a dozen 
converts to Islam, and three or four of these were renegade Europeans. Very 
similar is the recent testimony of Rev. R. Hoskins, of the M. E. mission in 


Oudh; where, till recently, Moslem influence and power have been dominant 


for centuries, Bro. Hoskins writes : 

‘‘ This district of Budaon, which has been a stronghold of Hinduism, pre- 
sents some very interesting features to the student. Eight-hundred years ago, 
the Mohammedans took possession of the government, and, by every means 
available, made converts. New converts received grants of lands, or well- -paid 
service under the Nawab, or were exempted from taxation, or received com- 
pensation in some other form. | 

‘‘ There are whole sections of this community which became nominally Mo- 
hammedan years ago, but which are just as really Hindu as any of their fellow- 


townsmen. They observe caste, they worship idols, and they refuse all 


allegiance to Mohammed. This class of people is very large, and embraces 
many intelligent and wealthy men. 

_ “ Furthermore, the subtle influence of Hinduism has so affected the mass of 
Islam, that they have become polytheists. They may repeat the formula, 
‘There is but one God ;’ but practically they have very little to do with him. 
Their prayers and supplications are directed to other deities. Many educated 
Mohammedans acknowledge this, and mourn their inability forcibly to correct 
these evils. They long forthe olden times, when the impious and irreligious 
were compelled by the lash to conform to the religion of the state. Under the 
English rule of tolerance for all, Islam is fading out. That system has not 
vitality enough to propagate itself without state aid. When the king could 
confiscate Hindus’ property and give it to new converts, there were constant 


accessions; but now the faith has to depend on the zeal and gifts of its fol- 


lowers, and the result is that for many years they have had no converts worthy 


ofthe name. Among this million of people, in ten years there may have been 
a score brought over from Hinduism ; but nearly every one of these had broken 


some caste law, and had been driven out. At intervals some Hindu woman 
who has gone bad, and been expelled from her home, joins the Mohammedan 
ranks, and takes her place i1 in the bazaar asa public courtesan. Islam is dying 
out.”’ | 


Those who are at all influenced by the mistaken reports of Moslem converts 


in India, will do well to note such reliable testimony as this. 

Speaking of the steady progress of Christianity, Mr. H. is not less emphatic. 
Contrasting its progress in India, and the Sandwich Islands, he writes : 

‘The Sandwich Islands are often cited as wonderful examples of the con- 
verting power of Christianity ; but, give us the same proportion of working 
forces, and India would yield to Christin fifty years. In the Sandwich Islands 
there was one missionary to every 30,000 people. Give us a similar large army 
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of conquest, and the walls of this hoary superstition will speedily fall. During 
the past three years 150,000 converts have been added to the Christian fold, 
which is equal to one-half of the population of the Sandwich Islands.” 

This is not stated quite as strongly as it might have been, as the population 
of the S. Islands is over-estimated, to the disadvantage of the compaiison. 


BELucHI Misston.—The first year’s report of the C. M. S.’s Beluchi Mission 


tells of much labor performed by the three missionaries, and gives good hope 
of permanent and ultimate success. 


BinLE BuRNING.—A fresh instance of this enormity has recently occurred. 


Where? In Cochin, India. By bigoted Moslem, or idolatrous Hindu? 0, no; 


by neither of these, but by Christians called Roman Catholics. 


BIBLE WorKk.—The Prussian Bible Society last yes put in circulation 975" 
74 Bibles and 10,733 New Testaments. 


BIBLE WORK IN Cuina.—Sales of one month reported by the agent, Mr. 
Thorne, is 2225 gospels sold, and 145 given. 


THE BIBLE AND SOUL-REST.—The Gleaner tells of a Hindu devotee who 
sought peace fifty years. Hearing the missionary Lacroix in the streets of 


- Calcutta, he came under conviction of sin and ill-desert to such an extent that 


he tried all means for rest of soul, from being a devotee, to becoming a Brahmo 
Somajist; but in vain. At length he got hold of a Bible and found himself so 
engrossed in it, that in two months he learned much of it by heart. Priests and 
personal friends assailed him with bitter reproaches and severe persecution, 
but he yielded not. He not only bore all patiently, but ‘‘ burned and shone 
for Jesus till his enemies were amazed and silenced.’ In his recent sickness 
and death his joy and peace were wonderful. | 


HEATHEN TESTIFYING TO THE EXCELLENCE OF THE BIBLE.—A Chinese 
mandarin, on reading a translation of Matthew’s Gospel, says: 


‘Its style is perfect. It is quite as good as that of Confucius himself. And 
as to these New Testament ideas, there is nothing so beautiful in all Chinese 
literature. The humanity of the Sermon on the Mount, I am perfectly fascin- 
ated with. Our sages became gods, after they had written our revered 


classics ; but divinity must have come before the wing of these matchless 
thoughts, these exquisite sentiments.’ 


THE BIBLE IN a 1812 and 1826 the Bible was translated © 
into some 30 of the languages of the Russian Empire, and 861,000 copies were 


i 
; 
3 
= 
4 
} 
i 
he 
a 
; 
* 
4 
Re. 
cme 
= 
FS § 
7, 
we 
33, 
4 
> 
$9 
> 
Se 
E 
4 


228 The Missionary Review. [May, 


put in circulation, In 1826 the work was suspended by the then Emperor 
(Nicholas), influenced by the hierarchy of the Greek Church. In 1831 the 
Protestants were allowed to organize the St. Petersburg Bible Society, with 
special reference to the population outside of the National (Greek) Church. 
In 1863 originated the Society for Propagation of the Holy Scriptures. This was 
shortly after the emancipation of the serfs, and its first work was to translate 
and circulate the New Testament amongthe common people. The translation 
of the whole Bible into modern Russ, was completed in 1876. In the last 
17 years 611,506 copies have, by sale or gift, gone into circulation. In the 
progress of religious liberty in Russia the tides ebb and flow—one month en- 
largement and the next some sad case of persecution; but in the long run 1 the 
progress is manifest, ane the outlook for the future is hopeful. | 


SCRIPTURE NAMES OF PERSONS AND PLACES VERITABLE.—One point 
emphasized by Dr. Humphrey, in his paper at the Pan-Presbyterian Council, 
was that, ‘‘ while the Bible contains the names of about 4000 persons and places, 
not in a single instance has modern discovery, through explorations in ancient 
places, shown one of these 4000 names to have been a myth, or one of the 
ruins to have been misplaced.”’ 

The full force of this statement is best seen and felt in contrast with the 
many geographical and physical errors ever abounding in religions of human 
invention, Take, for instance, the teaching of Hinduism anent Mount Maru, 
described as being many times larger than the world supporting it, and never 
yet identified ; the seven concentric oceans nowhere to be found, and countless 
errors on all branches of science. The argument on this ground in favor of 
our Christian Scriptures, deserves more consideration than it has ever yet 
received. 


It is not church-houses we so much need as a living Jesus in the church.— 
Religious Telescope. 


‘The modern church is hardly complete without fairs, festivals, lotteries, 
dances, and other money-making and soul-killing devices. How impossible 
that such churches possess the spirit of Christ. They are shorn of both purity 
and strength, and instead of being and doing what God intended, they are 
empty, festering breeders of and unbelief !’’—/d. 


THE FREE METHODISTS. _We are much gratified to notice that the Free 
Methodists of America have recently enlisted in the work of foreign missions. 
Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Ward, their first foreign missionaries, reached India early 
in January, and have settled for the present at Elichpoor, Central India. The 
Lord prosper this branch of the church in this new enterprise. 


How THE LEAVEN Works.—The Rev. Dr. Ashmore, in the Baptist Ms- 
stonary Magazine, gives in substance, the following instance of the progress of 
the work in one part of his field in China: 
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Twelve years ago there was but one Christian in that region, but he was a 
man who let his light shine. He came out to Double Island, an idolator, to 
worship at the temple of the Queen of Heaven. But while there he heard the 
new doctrine preached by Mr. Johnson. He heard and believed, and went 
home to renounce idolatry, and avow his belief in the new religion. He was a 
poor, uneducated man, but his faith was sincere and earnest, and he did not 
cease to tell his neighbors ‘“‘ what a dear Saviour he had found.” His friends 
regarded him much as the neighbors of Bunyan’s Pilgrim regarded him when 
first smitten with conviction—shave his head, and put on a poultice, and he 
would be better in the morning. But two or three others seemed to catch the 
disease from him, and the people of his village became angry and alarmed 
lest the infection should spread. So the old man had rough treatment. The 
old people reviled him; the young ones hooted at him, and hustled him into 
the ditch; and the children pelted him with dirt and gravel. But none of 
these things cured him. Indeed, he rather grew worse, and talked more than 
ever. Seeing how meekly he bore persecution, his neighbors concluded to let 
him pass for a fool and left him alone. | 

The women who had believed through his word proved to be of much the 
same sort, and the neighbors came to treat them in the same way. Gradually 
others began to think and learn the new way, and some of the most substan- 
tial people of the place; and then a mission station was established at Kui Su, 
the market town of the region, and now there are 62 communicants gathered 


from the little leaven carried there by this one old, but earnest and shining 
disciple. 


A SLAVE VESSEL.—The Zimes of India learns from Zanzibar, that a slaver 
had just been wrecked with 200 slaves on board, all of whom perished. They 
had been shipped almost in sight of Mozambique, and were being carried to — 


the Cemeve Islands, where there is a great demand for them on sugar estates. 


= 


TROOPS FROM INDIA TO AFRICA.—Two regiments (83 and 92 Gordon 
Highlanders) have just been ordered from India to Africa, to prosecute the 
unrighteous and needless war against the Basutos. 


KABYLES OF NORTH AFRICA.—Rev. Mr. and Mrs. Pearse, after long ser- 
vice in France, have made over the central French depot in Paris, originated — 
by them some four years ago, to the London Religious Tract Society, and are 


about undertaking new work for the Arabs, French settlers and Kabyles in 
Kabylia, North Africa. 


THE BERLIN MISSION in South Africa has 57 missionaries, 42 stations, 35 


Schools, 4000 pupils, and 8000 church members. The annual expense is only 


about $70,000. 
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In 1860 two missionaries, Messrs. Merensky and Grutzner, began a station in 
the territory of Chief Sekwati. The chief received them kindly, but in a few 
months died, and was succeeded by Sekukuni (Secocoeni.) This new chief 


treated the missionaries kindly for a time; but when the Gospel began to take 


effect—the first three being baptized in 1862, and 115 in 1863—and more mis- 
sionaries began to come from Germany to help in the work, Sekukuni changed 
his bearing towards them. Two wicked white traders did much to disaffect 
him towards the missionaries, by telling him they (the missionaries) were bad 


_ people, driven away from their own country. 


At length Sekukuni’s brother became a Christian and was baptized with his 


whole family. Thereupon the chief became enraged, and threatened to kill all 


the Christians. He called them together at his head kraal, made them the 
subject of ridicule and abuse before the non-Christians, and taking two of the 
oldest men beat them with knolkerries. He kept others sitting four or five 
days without clothes and without food, but all remained true to their faith in 
Christ. The chief had the Christian women driven into a deep pool of water, 
and kept them there a whole day and night. Among the converts was his own 
wife. Against her his anger was intense. He declared his purpose to drive 
all other Christians out of his country, but ‘‘this woman,” said he, ‘‘ shall rot 
in prison.” He kept her in prison a long time. One old man was beaten to 
death, and others were beaten till thought to be dead. The missionaries say: 
‘One old blind convert was cruelly tortured, and the place was red with the 
blood of the Christians, but none denied the faith.” 


When ordered to leave the country the converts assembled at Mr. Meren- 


sky's station, and on the night of November 18th, 1864, they began their weary 
march in the rains, without food or clothing, and not knowing where they 
should find a resting place. They crossed the Steelport river just before it 


became impassable from the rains, and took their way in the direction of 


Lydenburg. Some ofthe Boers were friendly, and they finally found refuge at 


a place called Botsabelo, which their industry soon rendered a large 
and flourishing Christian settlement, numbering in 1875 no less than 1315, of 
whom Iooo were church members. Not the least remarkable phase in the his- 


tory of this mission is the fact that Sekukuni’s cruel treatment of the converts 
drove them to a place more favorable to their temporal and spiritual interests, 
and while the chief grew worse, till his crimes led to his seizure and deprivation 


of power by the Cape government, the missionaries and so many of the con-_ 


verts as chose to do so, were permitted to return to their country; and one 
of the missionaries, Mr. Winter, having gone back and resumed his mission 
work near the chief 's great kraal, recently wrote: 

‘‘My expectations were great when I came, but they have been far surpassed. 


It seems there is a grand harvest ripe here. I have now 82 persons under in- | 


struction for baptism, though I have not had time to visit all the kraals. The 
Lord has re-opened the door of Sekukuni's land, and all Christians should pray 
that it may not be closed, till all have heard the glad tidings, and many are 
saved.” 
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Size of Some Church Buildings. 


CROWNING AN IDoL.—Those who think idolatry dead or rapidly dying in 
India, should explain the significance of such facts as this: Mr. V. Chetty 


is making a head ornament for the idol Parthasarathey, of the Triplicane 


Temple. The ornament is made of gold sovereigns, studded with diamonds, 
emeralds and rubies. The largest emerald is valued at Rs. 1000 (¢500.) Rs. — 
35,000 have already been expended, and its whole cost is to be not less than 
Rs. 50,000 ($25,000.) And this for the head-ornanient of a single idol! 


Hinpu IDOLATRY STILL STRONG.—Juganath, the name of one of the great 
idols of India, means Lord of the World. His special seat or head-quarters is © 
Poori, in Orissa. There are more than 50 temples here, Juganath’s being the 
largest. There are 640 officers of the temple, 400 families of cooks, 120 danc- 
ing girls and 3000 priests, all supported by the fees and contributions of the 
pilgrims, and by the sale of holy food. For this food they charge eight times 
its cost, and create a public sentiment that it is a sin for the pilgrims to eat any 
other food. The pilgrim taxes or fees amount to large sums, besides which 
wealthy pilgrims bring costly offerings of clothes, money and jewels. Hindu 
—e is not dead yet. 


A STRANGE Surcipe.—Ata ball in Schwarzenburg, Saxony, a young man 
entered with what seemed to be a cigar in his mouth, and went to the chande- 
lier as if to light it. An instant explosion extinguished the lights and shook 
the walls from their perpendicular. The young man was blown to pieces, and 
the dancers of both sexes, covered with his blood. ‘The cigar was a dynamite 
cartridge. 

Why did not God interpose to prevent the natural eae of that young man’s 
rash act? For the same reason He does not prevent the natural result of sin, 
in those who die impenitent and unbelieving, through eternity. 


SIZE OF SOME CHURCH BUILDINGS.—St. Peter’s Church at Rome will hold 
54,000 persons; Milan Cathedral, 37,000; St. Paul’s at Rome, 32,000; St. Paul’s 
at London, 35,900; St. Petronio at Bologna, 24,000; Florence Cathedral, 
24,300; Antwerp Cathedral, 24,000; St. Sophia’s, Constantinople, 23,000; St. 
John’s Lateran, Rome, 22,600; Notre Dame at Paris, 21,000; Pisa Cathedral, 
13,000; St. Stephen’s at Vienna, 12,400; St. Dominic’s at Bologna, 12,000; 
St. Peter's at Bologna, 15,000; Cathedral of Vienna, 11,000; St. Mark’s, Ven- 


ice, 7600; Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, London, 7000; Dr. Talmage's, 4500; Dr. 


Hall's Church, Fifth Avenue, New York, 2000. 


CHRISTIAN DENOMINATIONS IN ENGLAND AND WALES.—A table of general 
religious statistics for England and Wales states that there are 170 different 
denominations, which have 45,000 places of worship, with upward of 14,000,000 
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sittings. There are 36,000 stated ministers, of whom 23,000 are clergy in the 
Church of England. The communicants number about 3,000,000, and the 
average Sunday attendance at church is 10,000, 000, 


DISESTABLISHMENT IN CEYLON.—The Columbo (Ceylon) papers say that a 


semi-official despatch from the Secretary of State to the Ceylon government 
conveys information, that no more colonial chaplains or bishops are to be 
appointed to that diocese. : | 


CONSPIRACY AT KoOLapoor, INp1A.—As Kolapoor is the headquarters of one 
of our American missions in India, and the missionaries would have been 
likely to share the fate of the few European residents had the plot succeeded, 
our readers may feel some interest in the following extracts from India papers. 


The Bombay Gazette says : 


‘“‘It seems almost incredible that a large number of people in Kolapoor 
should have been near becoming the victims of a general massacre, as a pre- 
lude to an insurrection against the authority of the British Government, and an 


attempt to placé an imposter on the Kolapoor gadz, but 27 men are now under 


trial on a charge of being concerned in a conspiracy to thatend. The scheme 
is said to have originated in the fertile imagination of one man, a native of 
Kolapoor, named Rambhat, who appears to be an agitator of much the same 


stamp as the Poona Brahmin, Wassodew Bulwunt Phadke, who created so 


much sensation by his exploits as a leader amongst the Deccan dacoits, some 
two years ago. The affair has a somewhat ridiculous aspect as a projected 
rebellion against British authority in India, originated and conducted as it was 


by such a man, and confined to such men as were associated with him. But 


it has its serious aspect also, which should not be lost sight of. A sad affair it 
would have been, if Rambhat and his co-conspirators—supposing there were, 
as is stated, from 3000 to 5000 men pledged and willing to assist them in the 
work of assassination and spoliation,—had been able to carry out their plan of 
attacking, with a view to murdering, the few English residents while in the 
church on Sunday evening—sad enough in itself, and equally sad in entailing 
the inevitable retribution.” 


The Deccan Herald adds: 


This contemplated outbreak, whether considered as the prelude to a general 
outbreak in the Southern Mahratta country, or as merely a straw to show how 


the wind of Brahmin disaffection blows, is full of grave significance, and gov- | 
ernment will doubtless take timely warning from it. The fact that the ring- 


leader and prime instigator of the foul conspiracy was a Brahmin, and that four 
other Brahmins were associated with their caste-fellow, Rambhat Kadekar, 
raises the natural presumption that the crime was none other than a Brahmin- 
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ical one. The Mahratta and Mahar laborers and cultivators were but tools in 
their hands, ignorant country bumpkins, to whom religious fanaticism or fine 


‘promises of remuneration were sufficiently powerful appeals. These Brahmins, 


it is well known, keep up a systematic correspondence with Nassick, Poona, 
Satara, Sangli and Sawant Vadi, and are staunch sticklers, like Siwaji, for 
the maintenance and dominance of their creed, and restoration of the Bhons- 
lays. 

“i change in the succession from the Bhonslays to another branch of the 
royal family has caused much disaffection, though it seems hardly credible that 
the leaders in this plot could have been ignorant of the death of Chima Saheb, 
banished to Sind by General Jacob, as mentioned in our last number. To him 
the Bombay Guardian thus refers, viz: “In one sense this movement may be 
said to be an attempt to revive and perfect the scheme of rebellion that was 
defeated in 1857, the year of the mutiny. Chima Saheb Maharaja, who was 
then set aside, and who died some years afterwards in Sind, was asserted to be 


‘still alive, and the attempt of Rambhat was professedly to reinstate him.”’ 


Of the 27 apprehended conspirators, 19 are reported to have been convicted. 
Sentence reserved. Later-SeVeral have been sentenced to banishment. 


East AFRICAN SLAVERY—A Fanon CHECK.—We notice with thankfulness, 


that Mucusse, one of the most notorious and powerful slave exporters, has been 


captured and sentenced by a judicial tribunal at Mozambique, to transportation 
for life. A Mijojo chief, on whose premises were found several gangs of 
slaves of both sexes, bound hand and foot, ready for embarking, has also been: 
captured and brought for trial. 


WAR WITH THE BOERS AND Basutos.—Of the 637 men and 22 British offi- 
cers encountering the Boers at the hill Spitzkop, only 100 escaped, General 
Colley being among theslain. The Cape government have sent terms of peace 
to the Basutos, but so severe that they were at once rejected. 


‘“IKARTH-HUNGER”’ OF THE BRITISH.—The strictures of the V. Y. Evan- 
gelist on the British policy in South Africa, in its dealings with the Zulus and 
the Dutch Boers, are quite refreshing. Neighborly kindness does not require 
us to conceal crimes perpetrated by those whom we esteem for many virtues, 
nor does Christian charity bind us to pass them in silence. Charity to the op- 
pressed unavoidably condemns the oppressor. The terms offered to the Boers 
have been accepted, we are glad to hear. | 


Prrsecution.—Rev. R. Bateman reporting the recent conversion of 
the “head boy” of his mission-school in the Punjab, “a very promis- 
ing and consistent Christian,” whom he hopes to have enter the divinity 
school, adds: “He has five brothers who have sworn to kill him for 
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disgracing his family, by becoming a Christian.” The Missionary Herald 
says 100 Protestants have suligred martyrdom in Mexico in the last ten 


CO-OPERATION IN Mission Fretps.—We have elsewhere expressed our 
belief that there is cordial sympathy and all desirable co-operation in 
foreign missions between the workers of the different branches of the 
Protestant church ; and have not repressed our apprehension that any 


direct efforts to enforce organic union between those not organically 


united in Christendom, would eventually prove injurious and obstruct- 


ive. The missionaries of the English Church Missionary Society in the 


Punjab, India, have long been on most pleasant and friendly terms with 
those of the American Presbyterian Foreign Board in the same region ; 


and after giving some account of these pleasant and fraternal relations 
the Rev. F’. A. P. Shirreff considerately adds : 


«Fellowship in Christian work with our Presbyterian brethren, such as I 
have described, serves to set before the heathen the real union that subsists 
between those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity ; and I venture to 
think that informal co-operation of this kind is safer than devising schemes of 
organization, in which various denominations are to sink their differences, for 
the formation of a brand-new Indian church.” 


We would gladly give all iste emphasis to this view of the case. 


‘Those now so unwisely urging organic union, in one church court, of 
missionaries sent out by different branches of the church and of the con- 


verts they have gathered, seem to overlook the fact that their scheme, 
if successful, would deprive them of the possibility of the sweetest and 
most desirable union and fellowship now existing—the very union for 
which Christ prayed. 


in Cryton.—The Colombo Times confirms the re- 
port that no more chaplains or bishops are to be appointed on this 
island by government : even the two present vacancies are not to be 
filled. All present incumbents will receive salaries till they retire, and 
five subsequent years’ salaries will be conceded to the various chap- 
lainces, to allow time for the congregations to adjust themselves to the 
new order of things, after which all government connection and sup- 
port are to cease. 

If the British government had dealt in this same way with the thou- 
sands of gods and temples throughout India, it would not now be 
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amenable to the reproach of having bestowed upon these gods and~ 
temples land endowments furnishing them support in perpetwo—for all 


time. 


Cuart oF Foreian Misstons.—A new chart of foreign missions of the | 
Presbyterian Church in Canada, appears in the Presbyterian Record of 


- March, 1881, corrected to date. There are excellent points in this 
chart, well worthy of imitation. But the statistics of native communi- 


cants are still lacking in case of Trinidad, Central India, and the 
Indians in the northwest. These are the vital elements of the work, 
better than all other data for judging of it. The differing reports of — 
income, mentioned on p. 129 of this volume, are easily reconciled by 
observing that one is for the whole church, and the other for the west-— 
ern section only. But the incomplete statistics seem not to be thus 


accounted for. 


PresByTERIANS IN THE U. S. A.—The WN. Y. Evangelist makes a note 
of Mr. Lewis E. Jackson’s estimate, that there are ‘‘ more than one mil- 
lion communicants” in the various branches of our Presbyterian 
churches, including the Welsh calvinists. In 1879 there were on the 


rolls of these churches 1,210,677. See Missionary Review, Vol. 


pp. 353 and 428. The number is larger now by some thousands. 


“ Seminary Menpicants.”—President Elliot, of Harvard, has hit a sore 
spot ; none the less so, if he himself is vulnerable, as charged in the 
N. Y. Evangelist of March 10th. These huge endowments to theological 
seminaries, till they are able to bid against each other in efforts to 
attract students, leave foreign missions and the 800,000,000 unevangel- 
ized too sadly out of view. Young men taught to feel that “the 
church owes them an education,” are not the men to feel ‘“ Woe is unto 


me if I preach not the Gospel”’ to the heathen. The evil here brought 


to view is growing, and will not be checked till seminary artd educa- 
tional grants shall be restricted to young men fully resolved on mission 
work. Let General McCabe continue his assaults, and Bro. Adams, of 
“Zion's Herald, attend to the side issues of this question. 


SPANISH INTOLERANCE,—A Spanish evangelist, Sefior Don Antonio Mar- 
tinez, writes from the prison of Montblanch, Province of Tarragona, Spain : 
| ‘‘ FEBRUARY IIth, 1881. 

‘‘ Dear Sir—I send these few lines to tell you that on the 4th instant I was 
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put into this prison to suffer two months’ imprisonment, to which I have been 
condemned, besides a fine of 125 pesetas and all the law charges, for having 
preached the Gospel two years ago, ina little town called Barbera. Here I have 
to pay for a small room and bed, and for my plain fare, five and a half pesetas 


a day, besides having to make my bed and clean my room; nor can | get out 


for alittle exercise.” | | 

Evangelical Christendom adds: “‘ The facts brought out in evidence at the 
trial are, that Martinez had been preaching at a little meeting, (duly convened 
according to law), but as he was leaving the house, he found a crowd of some 
eighty persons gathered around the door. Some had come from curiosity, and 
others, no doubt, from feelings of enmity towards him. To some of these he 
gave tracts, and spoke a few passing words, but he neither addressed them, 
nor did he call the people together.” And yet he was condemned to suffer as 
above. |Later—We rejoice to learn Alfonso’s government is relaxing. Don 
Antonio has been released, and a more liberal policy seems assured. | 


AUSTRIA NO BETTER.—The Austrian Ministry still persist in treating the 


Rev. Mr. Schaufler, of the Am. board, neither as a public minister nor as a_ 


private citizen. In either character he could speak at the grave of a friend, 


but the authorities forbid him to read the Bible, or pray, or give an address, on 


such occasion. 


FULL RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN BRAZIL.—In happy contrast with the above, 
Rev. Mr. Lane writes from Campinas: ‘‘ The present Brazilian Senateand House 
of Deputies have just passed Article VIII. of the reform of the Brazilian con- 
stitution, which gives to Protestants and their religion the same civil and 
political rights as the Catholics enjoy. In a word, the government has thrown 


the whole country open to the sowing of Gospel seed, as never before.”’ 


We are glad to see that six sraduates of the New York University Medical 
College are ready to go abroad as medical missionaries. 


GIVING ACCORDING TO INCOME.—Mr. Thomas Kane, of Chicago, some 


years ago printed one or more pamphlets on this important subject, and gra- 
tuitously gave them a very wide circulation. He is now circulating another 
pamphlet, entitled ‘‘ What We Owe.’’ To any and all persons interested in the 
progress of Christ’s Kingdom, his offer is: ‘‘ It will afford me pleasure to send 
you as many as you can profitably use among your people.’’ That ‘‘ Christian 
giving,’ according to income, brings both temporal and spiritual profit to the 
giver, we regard a principle as unbending as the moral law. The adoption of 
this principle and accordant practice by all true r Deltevers is vital to the com- 
plete triumph of the Gospel. 


And let us add, in this work of Mr. Kane, we note a legitimate means of 
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informing and convincing Christians of their duty and privilege, to give to mis- 
sions and all truly benevolent and Christian work. Any man acting conscien- 
tiously has a right to use his own money in such efforts, to enlighten and inform 
and convince his brethren. But if I or any other person place money in his 
hands to use expressly in work among the unevangelized, he has no right to 
divert it to such use, however good in itself, and cannot so divert it without 
violating his trust—doing evil that good may come—a practice which strikes at 
the very foundations of rectitude. 

Let pastors and all who would avail of this help, here so generously prof- 
fered, for awakening thought and establishing right views and practice on this 
important subject, write at once to Mr. Thomas Kane, 439 Warren Ave., Chi- 
cago, Ill., for such number of the pamphlets as he can make useful. 

A worthy pastor, deeply interested in missions, writes: ‘‘If Zastors would all © 
become missionary agents for their own churches, it would be a vast step in 
advance.’ Is it possible that any one can fail to see, that this would release 
scores of ministers from such agencies, to their appropriate work in founding 


_and caring for churches, and that pastors attending themselves to the work of 


agents, would not only remove one great objection made by the churches—the 


using of their gifts on home agents—but, if faithful pastors, their influence 
would secure larger gifts than strangers can. 


VII.--RECENT CONVERTS. 


THE Presbyterian Foreign Board, in Monthly Record of March, reports 26 
recent baptisms in three of its missions, besides 41 Nez Perces received during 
the year, and others in China, mentioned in our last number. The (Record of 
April mentions 27, besides 70 reported in our last number. 


Mr. Duffus, of the English Presbyterian mission, speaks of recent baptisms 


at different places, amounting in all to 24. Mr. Smith, of the same church, . 
reports 9 baptized on Formosa. | 


Rev. Mr. Watkins, A. B. C. F. M., baptized some 75, December 26th, 1880, at 
Guadalajara, Mexico, one of whom held a lighted torch for the mob that 
assassinated Mr. Stephens a few years ago. On receiving him into the church, 
Mr. Watkins said: ‘‘I welcome you to this church and communion, you who 
were once its persecutor, and commission you henceforth to take up the work 
of the martyrs, Stephens and Antonio Reyes, bearing persecution, in your turn, 
for His sake who has cleansed you by His precious blood.” It is added, 


‘‘ January Ist he took up his work with a happy heart, bearing the good tidings 
of great joy to the pueblos.”’ 
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Rev. J. E. Clough, of Ongole, India, writes: ‘‘ During 1880 we have bap- 


tized 2758. we hope an equal or larger number -_ be given to us in 1881. 
Pray for us.’ 


Rev. Dr. Dean reports 33 baptisms in Siam in October, and 21 in Decem- 
ber, and some 500 living communicants in the Baptist churches there. 


The English Presbyterians baptized. 24 in the vicinity of soaps China, be- 
tween May and October, last year. 


Rev. B. C. Henry, of Canton, China, December loth, speaks of receiving 
11 into the church. 


Ten converts, 7 men and 3 women, were recently baptized in Genoa, Italy, 


by the — Baptist missionary. 


Rev. Mr. Fairbank, of the Mahratta mission, January 18th, reports baptizing 


six women at Hiwari. 


Mr. Logan, at the Mortlocks, September 24th, reports 100 adults 
baptized. 


Dr. Otis Gibson recently baptized 6 Japanese, 1 Chinaman and 4 Chinese 


women, in the M. E, mission, at San Francisco. 


Fifteen Indians, satis in the ladien school at that place, were received into 
the church at Carlisle, at its last communion. 


Rev. Mr. McLean writes of baptizing 9g in Concepcion, Chili. 


Ten adults and 4 children were recently baptized, having been instructed 


and brought forward for baptism by the students of the Bareilly (India) Theo- 


logical School, 


lll. 


A whole family of 9 persons (Babu Raj Kisto Pyne) was recently baptized 
in Calcutta, India, as the result of the teaching of the wife and mother, who 
was herself taught by a zenana worker of the L. M. S. 


Rev. James Smith (Baptist) reports 13 recent baptisms 2 at or near Delhi, 
India. 


Rev. Arthur P, Chaplin (Wesleyan) writes from Natal: ‘‘ Nearly 80 new 


converts have been added to our society,’ due largely to secular preachers. | 


‘“‘T never saw the equal of a good Zulu Christian anywhere for zeal in seeking 
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the salvation of his own brethren. It is a passion with him which puts many 
of us to shame.”’ He goes on to tell of 14 women hopefully converted by the 
“efforts of one old Zulu Christian, helped by the prayers of his wife. 


Rev. John Walton reports « 13 native ministers entirely supported by the na- 
tive churches.’ 


Rev. W. Macfarlane (Established Church of Scotland) has ne baptized 


 » adults and 2 children at Kalimpoong, India. 


Rev. B. D. Spence has baptized a Jewish convert at Constantinople, and of 
several other Jews desirous of baptism, he writes: ‘‘One of them would cer- | 
tainly have been baptized yesterday, but, unfortunately, at present he has no 
regular work. It is contrary to my principles to baptize a man who is unem- 
ployed.” And this, though Mr. Spence addsé ‘‘ His being without employ- 
ment is entirely owing to his profession of the Christian religion.’’ Few mis- 
sionaries take this position. 


The missionary (M. E.) at Gonda has recently baptized 7 persons of the 
Kori caste, including their chief guru. 


Rev. Dr. Phillips speaks of 2 baptisms at Dantoon, and the baptism of a_ 
Brahman family of 5 persons at Purna, whose convictions of the truth he . 
traces to a copy of Zhe Peep of Day, given some ten years before. 


Rev. Mr. Tyler writes of baptizing 18 at Umsumduzi, Natal. 


Rev. A. D. Hail, Japan, speaks of baptizing 3 since September. 


Rev. Mr. Park, of Bombay, writes of three baptisms, and Rev. Mr. Chand- 
ler, of Madura, of the admission of 13 to the church. 


‘At least too Armenians have recently joined the congregation’ of the Sec- 
ond Church, at Marash, Central Turkey. 


_ The General Baptist missionaries report 2 baptized at Khundittur, Novem- 
ber 28th ; 7 at Cuttack, January 2d; and 6 at Choga, January oth, 1881. 


A native pastor (English Baptist) 2 at Peking, China, reports | 30 baptized i in 
August last. 


Rev. Mr. Moore, January 2oth, writes of baptizing 4 at Nowgong; Mr. Ash- 
more, January 11th, reports 9. at Swatow; Pastor Kandura reports baptism of _ 
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22 Garo converts, December 3d, 1880; 71 on another tour, a little later; and 
writes of assisting another native preacher in examining for baptism 40 more, 
among whom was a native chief. 


The missionary at Moradabad, India, writes of baptizing 17. 


Rev. Mr. Unangst, of the Lutheran mission, Guntur, India, baptized 100 in 
December, 1880. 


GIFTS AND LEGACIES.— 


Miss M. Ryder left $500 to the Vermont Domestic Missionary Society—just 
paid. 


A lady has sent the Lutheran Board of Missions $2000 as a fund for training 
native preachers in India. 


The recent proposal of the Church Missionary Society, to receive gifts for a 
‘‘mission steamer for East Africa, as a memorial to its late Honorary Secretary, 
Rev. Henry Wright,” has already elicited over $8000. 


Robert ‘Arthington; of Leeds, has offered $25,000 to the C. M. S.: towards a 
fund for maintaining a steamer and staff of agents on the Upper Binue and 
Lake Tchad, to evangelize the nations and tribes in that region. 


The Creek Town Congregation of the Scotch U. P. Mission, at Calabar, 
Africa, havejust sent palm oil to the value of $1303, making in all $447 5 they 
have given for building their new church. 


Eligible property for mission-house and chapel has recently been secured at 
Chenanfu, China, for the Presbyterian Foreign Board, ‘ largely through the 
gift of funds by one of its missionaries—Rev. J. S. MclIlvaine.”’ 


In building a church at Imabare, Japan, the native converts undertook to 
meet the expense, and some not Christians sent in money for this work. ‘‘ One 
young married couple, who have not yet been baptized, though they are ex- 
pecting to be, gave $100.” 


Mr. Sorabjee Shapoorjee Bengallee, sheriff of Bombay, has just given 50,- 
ooo rupees ($25,000) for the education . of Parsee girls. 


The N. E. Methodist Episcopal Conference, bast 5 year, gave $13,553 to foreign 
missions. The foreign mission of this same church in Mexico, representing 
less wealth than any leading charge in Boston, gave over $4000. 
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Three Jews, in Germany, gave last year 1,400,000 marks to charitable objects, 
restricted by no regard to faith or creed. 


Mrs. Mary Perkins left $1000 each to the A. B. C. F M. and the A. M. A. 


Hugh Meharry, Paxton, IIl., left $10,000 neck to the M. E. ee So- 
ciety, the American Bible Society, and Central Tenn. College. 


Mr. James McPherson, Londonderry, ireland, left over $20,000 to Presby- 
terlan missions. 


Lady Harriet Bentinck, has recently given $60,000 to some six Prat 
schemes of Christian work for the Italians, conducted by different branches of 
the church. 


Deacon Joseph Smith, of East Concord, N. H. left $1500 to the American 
Board. 


George I. Seney, of New York, has given 16 lots, in Brooklyn, valued at 
$40,000, and an endowment of $200,000, for a Methodist General Hospital, to 


be open alike ‘‘to Jew and Gentile, Frotestant and Catholic, Heathen and 
Infidel. 


Sir Francis Lycett, of London, has added $2500 to his previous gifts to the. 
Wesleyan church-building fund. | 


Cyrus McCormick, of Chicago, has added $75,000 to his former gifts to the 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary of that place. 


Robert L. Stewart has auc his gift to the San Francisco Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary from ‘$20, 000 to $50,000. 


Mrs. Mari S. Pomeroy has left $500 to the Presbyterian Foreign Board; $500 
to the Home Board; g100 to the Freedmen’s Committee ; and $500 to the 
church of Emmettsburgh, Md. | 


Eliza J. Wallingford, of Pittsburg, left $5000 to each of four Presbyterian 
Boards, Home and Foreign Missions, Education and Disabled Ministers; 
$3000 each to the Trustees of General Assembly and the Dubuque German 
Theological School; and $1000 each for Church Erection and Publication. 
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VIII.--MO VEMENTS OF MISSIONARIES. 


Rev. H. M. Lapp sailed February 12th fon. the Mendi mission of the A. M. 
A. in West Africa, to return in May. Can African missions be successfully 
superintended and prosecuted in this way ? | 

The American Missionary for March says that after visiting the Mendi ‘mis- 
sion, Mr. Ladd purposes to explore the Upper Nile basin, to locate the Arthing- 


ton mission. The region pointed out by Mr. Arthington, in making his offer to — 


this association, was _ a large territory, embracing Gondokoro within its 
limits. 

Rev. Messrs. George A. Wilder and E. H. Richards, with their wives, reached 
Durban, the port of Zululand, their mission field, December 13th, 1881—two | 
months and four days from New York. _ : 

Rev. Mr. Schott, prittcipal of the Basel (Basle) German mission, is on a 
visit to the missions of this society in India. 


Rev. A. W. Wilson, D. D., Missionary Secretary of the M, E. Church South, 
is on a visit to the missions of that church in Mexico. } 

Mr. James Stewart, C. E., of the Livingstonia mission, is in Scotland, giving 
the churches Some account of that mission and of his exploring tour from the 
Nyassa to Lake Tanganyika. Rev. J. G. Cooper, of Nagpore, Central India, 
driven home by his severe sickness last year, is ate interesting the Scotch 
Free churches in his mission. 

Rev. Narayan Sheshadri is filling a long series of appointments arranged for 


him in Scotland. The Record says: ‘Especially effective have been his 


addresses, in both public and private, to the students in Glasgow, Edinburgh and 
Aberdeen.” 

The Rev. Griffith John, a very successful missionary, some twenty-five years in 
China, in connection with the London Missionary Society, after a furlough in 
England, is now in New York. 


MARRIAGE.—Rev. Avthaie W. Marling to Miss Janet B. Cameron, by Rev. 
William Walker, near Gaboon, West Africa, January 24th, 1881. 


The Rev. Dr. Newton, of Lahore, after 47 years in India, is now on a visit to 
England, on account 6f Mrs. Newton's poor health, but hopes to return almost 
immediately to his life work in India, Three of his sons are in the same 
(Presbyterian) missions, and a fourth, Dr. John Newton, Jr., of Sabbathu, died 
in the service last year. 

Messrs. Bagster and Sanders, when last heard from, December 7th, were 
still at Benguela, preparing for their journey inland to Bihe. 

Mr. and Mrs. David (Southern Baptist) report a voyage from Lagos to Abeo 
kuta (Africa) on a boat 37 feet long, 3% feet wide and 14 inches deep. The 
distance is 80 miles. We grieve to hear of the death of their darling ‘“‘ Bessie.”’ 
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Several India missionaries, Revs. J. W. Waugh, J. H. Gill and A. D. Mc- 
Henry, Methodist Episcopal; -Revs. C. W. Park and S. W. Wells, of the A. B. 
C. F. M.; and. Revs. J. J. Lucas and W. Calderwood, of the Presbyterian 
Board, are coming to America on furlough. | 

Col. J. A. Davis and family (A.B. C. F. M.) of Japan Mission, are about 
to visit America for needed rest. We learn that this staunch Congregationalist, 
on reading the treatment of the Cumberland Presbyterian delegates at the Pan © 
Presbyterian Council in Philadelphia, expressed his grief and amazement, won- 
dering if, after all, this really is the nineteenth century. © : 
Rev. Henry Stanley Newman, of the English Friends, has gone to visit their 


mission in India, with a view to see the missions of other branches of the 
church also.. 


Miss Emma Michener of the M. E. Woman's Foreign Missionary Society, sailed 
last March (1880) and reached Monrovia, Africa, April 13th. After teaching 
there some time, she accepted an invitation to go to Bassa, some 80 miles 
south, whence she wrote June 12th. A king 12 miles inland wished her to come 
and teach his children. Four women came, rejoicing that she had come to 
teach them. She began teaching, and writes: ‘‘I am truly happy. My little 
room is a very Bethel. Jesus meets me here early and late; He is with me.”’ 
In July she reports a journey inland, up the Benson river, and thence in search 
of a site for a new mission, having obtained a grant from the government for 
100 acres where she might select them. The first two sites examined not 
pleasing her, she started off 20 miles to examine another—a hill of which she 
had heard. Of one place she writes: ‘‘ We went through the town, and after 
walking about three miles we reached another settlement; and as we were 
quite tired, we concluded to remain there over night: and I slept as soundly 
and sweetly in that thatched mud cottage as I ever did in my life.’’ Of the 
next morning she writes: ‘‘ After traveling about two miles, we sat down to 
rest in a little town. Scarcely was I seated when | heard a shout and a stam- | 
pede. * * * A party of natives from the far interior had come to this town 
to trade. They were of the Mar tribe and had never before seen a white 
face; and when they saw me they were so frightened they ran for their lives.”’ 
On this journey of 20 miles to see a new locality, she was borne by three Afri- 
can boys on a hammock. : Of this locality she writes: ‘$1 wish it were possible 
for me to picture the scene which opened up before me as | ascended that hill. 
All around was one vast panorama of beauty. I clapped my hands and cried ~ 
‘Eureka!’ and as tears of gratitude rolled down my cheeks, we sang ‘Praise 
God, from whom all blessings flow.’ At the foot of the hill a stream of 
water, clear and cold, bubbled over the rocks, and there was timber and stone 
enough to build forty houses. Some of the natives came to see what we . 
wanted, and soon the women came, bringing their children. I never saw peo- 
ple so overjoyed as were these poor natives when they learned this was the 
place selected for a mission. I was a strange being to them, and they said 
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mine was the first white foot that had ever trod that hill. * * * One old 
grandmother clapped her hands on her breast again and again, and with tears 
rolling down her furrowed cheeks, exclaimed in hex, dialect, ‘Can it be, can it 
be! that at last some one has come to teach us?’”’ If this Woman's Society 
can find women like Miss Michener and Miss Sharp to explore new regions 
and found missions in this way, we do not wonder it seeks no closer relation to 
the men’s society. May great blessing and success attend this new mission. 


Mrs. Anderson (Free Church) has continued in mission work, much of the 
time in zenana work, since the death of her husband in Madras in 1845. In 
March last she left India for Europe. 

Rev. F. A. Goodwin (M. E.) was carried on board the steamer at Calcutta, 
February Igth, ina state of health causing fears he may not live to reach 
America. Mrs. G. and their young child were with him, their little girl of four 
years having epee been sent by sailing vessel in care of the captain’s — 
wife. | 

We are sorry to see it stated that the Rev. Maxwell 1 Phillips resigns his mis- 
sion work in Mexico under the Presbyterian Foreign Board, and comes back 
to the State of Kansas. | 

William Herr, an Ottawa Indian convert, recently ordained by the Baptists, 
has been sought by the Sacs and Foxes to go and be their missionary. 


IX.-- WOMAN'S FOREIGN MISSIONARY BOARDS AND WORK. 


No phase of the growing interest in foreign missions is of better or 
brighter promise than the movement which is enlisting so generally in 
this work the warm hearts, irrepressible zeal, spontaneous sympathy 
and forceful energy of the women in all branches of the church. It is 
not altogether a new. movement. There have always been Marys 
ready to wash the feet of Jesus with their tears, and to wipe them with 
the hair of their heads. In the first band of missionaries from this 
country to distant heathen were Harriet Newell and Ann Hasseltine 
Judson. Among the early and most devoted workers in foreign mis- 
sions, Miss Cynthia Farrar, Miss Fidelia Fisk, Mrs. Weitbrecht and Mrs. 
Mullens are names that will never die. There were Women’s Mission- 
ary Societies, too, long years ago, like that of the Female Missionary 
Sociely of the M. E. Church in New York, in 1819, and the Ladies’ 
Heathen Youths’ Society of Philadelphia. 

But in the last 20 years this movement has gained force and momen- 
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~ tum unknown before, and woman’s boards and efforts have become a 
- very important factor in the work of foreign missions. 

‘First among these modern organizations must ever rank the “Wo- 
man’s Union Missionary Society for heathen lands.” Miss S. D. Dore- 
mus, Sec., 41 Bible House, New York. The 20th annual report of this 
society is before us. Its 20th annual meeting was held in es N. 
Y., January 19th, 1881. | 


We find its income in 1880 $32,136 29 
Its expenditures for the same year were.......... 32,124 43 


Of some of the larger aggregates of the expenditures we would 
gladly see the items placed on record. The disinterested aim and 
efforts of the managers and officers of the society are amply attested by 
the fact that no one among them receives any salary or compensation. 
Their work, however exacting, as that of the Secretary, editor of the 
Missionary Link, and Treasurer must be, is purely a “labor of love.” 
Its many auxiliaries, branches and bands are found widely scattered in 
all parts of the country. It supports 31 women workers in India, 3 in 
China, 4 in Japan, and 3 on the Island of Cyprus, besides supporting 
schools, scholars and special work in the missions of various other 


boards and societies in these same countries, as also in Turkey, Syria 
and Egypt. 


- The 11th annual report of the Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of 
the M. E. Church, is a volume of 80 pages, full of facts and figures of 
_ deepest interest. It was presented by Mrs. J. T. Gracey, at the society’s 
anniversary, May 13th, 1880. It brings to view that this society has — 
2291 auxiliaries, 60,269 members, 2793 life-members, and more than 40 
missionaries in the foreign fields. It has also 202 Bible-women and 
teachers, 696 boarding pupils, 2464 in day-schools, 347 orphans with 6 
hospitals, and 2 homes for the friendless. Its income in 1879-80 was 
$76,276.43 ; showing an increase over the previous year of $9432.74. 


The snail and vitality of this souaky may be well inferred from its 
annual receipts : 


55,276 06 
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The organ of this society, the Heathen Woman's Friend, is conducted 
with marked ability, and has already gained a list of 15,606 subscribers, 


The 9th annual report of the Woman’s Baptist Missionary Society is a 
volume of 104 pages, showing earnest and effective work. Its anniver- 
sary was held April 21st and 22d, 1880. Its receipts for the year were 
$46,178.32—an increase of $4705.55 on those of the previous year. 
We find no mention of the number of subscribers to the Helping Hand, 


the valuable organ of this society, but are glad to see its receipts were 


$279.68 more than its cost. The receipts of this society from the first. 
\ | | 
are : 


26,061 52 | 1879-80 ........ 46,178 82 


‘The Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society of the Presbyterian Church, 
with headquarters at Philadelphia, at close of its 10th year reported 


$127,352.85, the receipts of the year ; with more than 1000 auxiliaries, 


450 bands, and 95 missionaries in the foreign fields. Its organ, Wo- 
man’s Work for Woman, is reported self-supporting, but we find no 
mention of the number of its subscribers. Its proposed ‘union with 
the Foreign Missionary has not yet transpired. Is the courtship still 


_ continued, or has this purpose been abandoned ? 


The 8th annual report of the Woman’s Board in the Presbytery of New- | 
ark reports a total income of $4102.63—an advance of $670.49, on that 


of the previous year. There is a delicacy and richness of thought, a 


beauty and fitness of illustration, and an interweaving of most sacred 
facts and memories in the make-up of this report, all which combine in 
a beautiful setting for its more practical statements, and the great work 


thus held in loving regard and brought into more special prominence. 


The Woman’s Presbyterian Board of Missions of the Northwest, held 
its 9th anniversary, April 28th and 29th, 1880, in Springfield, Ill. It 
was an occasion of much interest, the attendance large, the papers and 
addresses excellent and the tide of missionary zeal rose higher than 
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ever before. The j income of the year reported was $43, 197. 11—more 
than $10,000 in advance of the dietisrees year. 


The Ladies’ Board of Missions, Presbyterian Church, Mrs. J. Lorimer | 
Graham, President, held its 10th annual meeting in New York, April 
19th, 1880. The report of the foreign Secretary is full of inspiration as 
well as of vital facts. 

The receipts the past year have been $33,710.15. Its whole amount 
contributed in the 10 years of its existence $182,339.32. In both the 
home and foreign fields it now has 45 missionaries, 33 Bible-readers 
and teachers, 50 schools, and 130 scholarships. 


The Woman’s Board of Missions of the Southwest Mrs. Cundall, Sec. is 
reports : 


_ “Our meetings have been regularly held; the greater part of the year twice 
a month—with occasional extra sessions. The number of letters written and 
received, have greatly increased during the year, so that our Secretaries have 
had to call in an assistant. The auxiliary societies have largely increased in 
number and interest—they have almost doubled. Last year we reported thirty- 
five, to-day fifty-five. Our contributions have also more than doubled. Last 
year receipts, $569.55. This year, $1226.37.” 


~The 8th annual a of the Woman’s Missionary Society of the 
Presbytery of New Brunswick, held at Princeton, N. J., April 8th, 1880, 
reported 42 organizations, 19 mission bands, and an income for the year 
of $4073.75 for foreign work, besides $2992 in money and boxes for — 
home missions. Mrs. E. B. Van Fleet, Sec. - 


The Three Woman’s Boards auxiliary to the A. B. C. F. M., raised to- 
gether last year (1878-79) $103,657.41. The New Haven branch, in its 
8th annual report, shows that it furnished $8136.19 ; and shows also 
marked ability in its “get up” and much wisdom in means and meas- 
ures for awakening, extending and sustaining the interest of its auxili- 
aries and mission circles. The largest of these boards, Miss Abbie B. 
Child, Sec., reports 870 auxiliaries and 560 mission circles ; 75 mission- 
aries, 85 Bible readers, 21 boarding-schools, 5 homes for higher educa- 
tion, and 61 village schools. 
Iife and Light, the organ of this board, increased its subscribers by 
1100 last year, and Missionary Echoes had a circulation of 18,000. 


a 
if 
4 
; 
i 
( 
f 
¥ 
/ 
om 
= 
ce 
| 
ig 
3 
4 
tea 
i 
Le 
‘ 
a 
a 
% 
> 
5, 
¢ 
J 
nis 


248 The Missionary Review. [May, 


The 6th Annual Convention of the Christian Woman’s Board of Mis- 
sions was held at Louisville, Ky., October 19th and 20th, 1880—Mrs. 
Maria Jameson, Cor. Sec., 296 Broadway, Indianapolis, Ind. This re- 


port refers the origin of the board to 1874. The income of the year 


was $5050.96. The expenditure was $4958.67. Balance in treasury, 
with previous balance, $2265.56. The board will, of course, promptly 
enlarge its work. 

This Woman’s Board of “The Disciples ” supports the Jamaica mis-— 
sion with its five missionaries, also Miss Crease in Paris, France. It 
has elements of good promise for the future. 


Women’s Boarps anp Work For THE Heatuen.—The growing interest 
of Christian women in the world’s evangelization is becoming more 
and more manifest in all parts of Christendom, and we hope and pray 
that this interest may continue to grow and their efforts increase till 
this work shall ‘be accomplished. It has been in our heart from the 
first to note more distinctly in this Review such items, facts, reports and 
measures adopted by them, as will give a correct view of the character 
and progress of their part of the work. | 

The larger boards and societies of the women of the different branches — 
of the church have their own organs, and in their case we need attempt 
little more than to place on record their annual amounts contributed, 
and summary of work accomplished. 

In several branches of the church these women’s organizations are 
only now taking form and the work beginning, in some of them not yet 
begun. But every new organization, whether of men or women, is a 
new tributary to swell the main stream which is bearing blessings to 
the heathen. And these new tributaries are each and all rapidly to 
increase in their own individual currents and the amount of aid they 
bring to this work, as the years go by. For this reason we shall gladly 
chronicle the new organizations in every branch of the church. | 

First Annual Report of the W. F. M. S. of the Methodist Episcopal 


Church, South.—The title of this report shows the age of the society. 


Its present number of conference societies is...........sseesecsscsesesssscceseeses 15 
Auxiliaries in conference societies..........0.ssseesescesecevcvcccccccssenesscoeseees 207 

NOt 1n CONfereNnce 


“Potak receipts for the year. $4,014 27 


A good beginning for the first year. 
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. This society supports a missionary, Miss Rankin, at Shanghai, China, 
with a boarding-school of twenty-five pupils, and also six Bible-women. 
It closed the year with $2690.97 on hand, and will, of course, at once 
enlarge its foreign work. The Corresponding Secretary of this society 
is Mrs. D. H. McGavock, Nashville, Tenn. 

It is well for the Christian women engaged in this work to note its 
estimate by leading minds in different parts of christendom, and to 
catch and utilize suggestions from such minds, as also from the -. 
and measures of different organizations. 

_ An important meeting was recently held in London, to bid farewell 
to nine ladies all going to India as zenana medical missionaries in 
connection with the Indian Female Normal School Society. Four of 
them had been in the work and were now returning to it, while five 
were going for the first time. A parting charge was given to these 
ladies by Major-General Sir W. Hill. Rev. J. G. Tanner gave a vale- 
dictory address, recalling the examples of noble women mentioned in 
Scripture, mentioning also Miss Havergal, Mrs. Weitbrecht, the Misses 

Marsh, Whateley, Weston, Robinson and others, and added : 


In view of the fact that so many sisters are thus coming to the front, he - 
felt that the prophecy of Joel was beginning to receive its larger fulfilment, 
‘Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy.’ 

Looking back on India, as he had known it in the past, he observed that a 
great change was taking place, inasmuch as now Christian ladies found a wel- 

come with this message of Christ in homes where they formerly could not have 
entered. Within the last seven years the number of English lady missionaries 
had been quadrupled, while many native and Eurasian converts were also at 
work. The speaker concluded by giving a few words of parting counsel to 
the missionaries. First, look only to Christ; second, don’t look down or 
around; third, don’t look at self; fourth, be full of Christ.”’ 

Dr. Maxwell, a medical missionary from South China, addressed himself 
specially to the three ladies going out to labor as medical missionaries at Luck- 
now and Amritsar. From his own experience of the work, Dr. Maxwell was 

_ able to give many words of practical counsel and advice, and he reminded 
them that the grand aim of the medical missionary is to set forth the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ; and that should never be forgotten, because there is a tendency 
to become merely a medical philanthropist. He also pointed out that in many 
ways the work of the medical missionary opens the door for other missionaries, 
and inclines the hearts of the people to listen to the words of truth. 

Dr. Henry Smith and Dr. G. Griffiths gave a few particulars as to the Medi- 


cal Training School, which it is intended ip establish in London for zenana 
missionaries. 
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In conclusion, the chairman, Mr. Arthur Laing, addressed a few brief words 
to the departing missionaries, impressing upon them the thought that their 
grand power lay in being “living epistles of Christ.’ ‘‘ Holiness unto the 
Lord”’ should be written on every word and action, and of this the natives 
would quickly take notice. 

Mr. Bishop having in prayer commended our sisters to the care of God, the 
proceedings of the meeting were brought to a conclusion. 


Woman’s Work For THE HeatHen.—Mrs. Weitbrecht, mentioned 
above, and long an earnest worker in India, recently read a paper, to a 
meeting of female workers, on “J'he Sore Needs of India.” Reminding 
them of her previous letter on the “lights and shadows” of this work, 


and trying to convey her deepened impressions from revisiting the 
scene of her former labors, she says : 


‘T have often been asked since my return if I saw much change in India, 
regarding things as beheld on the surface. I perceived little or no change in 
her ancient customs and usages. Early marriage; the cruel domestic customs, 
that risk the life of mother and child at every birth; the atrocious tyranny ex- 
ercised over widows, thrust aside without a word of pity or sympathy, stripped 
of all ornaments, and good clothing, condemned to wear the coarsest gar- 
ments, eat the poorest food, and fast from that periodically ; to do the work of 
the lowest menials, and to be treated with scorn even by their own offspring ; 
the severe, miserable, prison-like seclusion of all high-born women which robs 
life of its joy and interest; these things still exist, though somewhat modified 
where the influence of Christian ladies has reached. 

“ India is still, alas, to outward view at least, as intensely idolatrous as ever, 
though some of the most disgusting exhibitions formerly allowed—such as 
sutti, sacrifices of infants to the Ganges, swinging at the Churrak, &c., are now 
forbidden by our government. When, however, one looks Jeneath the surface, 
and accompanies the zenana missionary to the houses of the native gentry 
and to the schools of high-class girls, often (not always) hidden away in the 
most retired places imaginable, one becomes conscious that progress—yea, and 
great progress, too—has been made Hindu ladies not a few are now met 
with in the recesses of the zenana, who know and love the Lord Jesus, and 
are prepared and anxious to confess Him. Even young girls often manifest 
the deepest interest in Scriptural instruction, and some such would rejoice if 
permitted to become Christians at once. I spoke with a dear girl, who had 
actually been allowed through the pleadings of her heathen mother, to remain 
unmarriea for another year, because that mother had so much help and com- 
fort in the obedience and docility of her daughter, who before she was taught 
had been very aggravating. 


‘And one sees more than ladies /onging but unable to confess Christ ; for 
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there is now a goodly band of those who ave confessed Him, and who go 
forth in His name to aid the lady missionaries in carrying the message of grace 
to their heathen sisters. Nor do they carry it in vain. -I wish I could show to 
you some of these Hindu ladies, whose beauty of countenance, dignity of 
manner, and winning address, convey a true idea of their inward grace and 


‘worth. Time will not permit muck in the way of detail, but I may just allude 


to one whom I saw in the very north of India, to give you an idea of what the 
transforming grace of Christ can do, when it takes possession of a heathen 
heart. This lady had been baptized a year before my visit. I will not harrow 
your feelings by’referring to the cruel persecutions she had endured, and the 
marvelous way in which God had interfered to preserve her life, and that of 
her daughter, who had been baptized with her. Her husband, a violent 
fanatic, kept her strictly secluded, though her blameless life and conduct had 
produced its effect in somewhat softening his heart towards her, and he had 
then been persuaded to allow the daughter to be married to a Christian hus- 
band. 

On entering the court- yard, I saw the lady sitting in the verandah, not 
entirely hidden behind the purdah —for the seclusion in the north is not quite 
so intense as in Bengal. I was at once struck by the brightness of her counte- 
nance, and as she grasped my hand and spoke of her happiness,-her words 
were touching in the extreme, and a poetical illustration of being filled with 
joy and peace in believing, and abounding in hope through the power of the 


Holy Ghost. As we conversed, her daughter, now a valued and active Bible- 


woman, came in to read, sing, and pray with her mother, which she does daily. 
The loving greeting between them affected me deeply. They had passed 
through seas of sorrow together, and were now partakers of each other's joy, | 
and I left them to taste the privilege of mutual communion. The handsome 
appearance and dignified carriage of the younger woman, combined with her 
evident warmth of piety, left an impression I shall never lose. 

And may I tell of another woman in Bengal equally lovely in demeanor 
and disposition, a recent convert and a widow, with whom I often prayed for 
the conversion of her father, who, after three years’ persuasion, had given her 
leave to be baptized ; and of another, whom I received at the end of a journey 
of nearly a thousand miles, made after her baptism to escape from relatives, . 
who would not have hesitated to destroy her life by poison, as has so often 
been done. You can little imagine what’ such a journey means to one who 


has lived all her days within the seclusion of the zenana. She brought with 


her an only child, a son of ten years, but a few weeks after he was demanded 


_ from her, and had to be given up. Generally speaking, it is literally, in the 


case of Hindu ladies, a forsaking a// to follow Christ. * * * 
And if you at home, with your privileged assemblies and your sympathizing 


friends sometimes feel discouraged because of the harvest being great and the 


laborers few, what shall I say of their fewness in India? Look at a map and 
notice the vast tracts of country left untouched. I traveled more than a 
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thousand miles, and only passed one missionary station on the route! I have 
referred to some of our encouragements, for it strengthens faith and brightens 


hope to hear of blessing; but I must also show you how small our work ap- 
pears when viewed on the spot. A few hundreds are taught in zenanas, in 


great centres, some of whom have believed through grace, and we praise God 
for this. A few thousand children are taught in our schools, and a few villages 


are visited by our Bible-women, but the millions remain in darkness. One of 


the most painful impressions I received as I looked around me in India was 
just this: That what is called our mission to the WOMEN OF INDIA does as yet 
scarcely deserve the name. Yet one hails the hopeful commencement, and 
while we realize India as God's great trust to us, with awe upon our spirits, we 


ask ourselves the question, How can I discharge my personal responsibility 


to do something, however little, in service for this mission? _ | 
Fervent, continuous prayer is the first thing, dear friends; for God is ever 


mindful of His promise to pour out in these last days of His Spirit upon all 


flesh, and He only waits to be entreated. Let us be among the daily, hourly 
pleaders, and the blessing will come; and there will be such an upheaving in 
India as will fill our mouths with thanksgiving, and our tongues with praise, 
for there are multitudes instructed and prepared to be breathed into life, when 
the power from on high descends. I cannot stop to tell you much of our lady 
missionaries, and will only refer you to one as the type of a class that we hope 


to see soon multiplied; not, I rejoice to say, the only type, for I met several 


honorary missionaries in India, but one known to us all as A. L.O. E. She 
has located herself in a town we have long desired to occupy, in the very north 
of India. Her surroundings are unique, and at this distance sound romantic, 
though in fact real enough. She resides in a hunting palace, built by a wicked 
rajah, who slept in it but one night, and was soon after killed. An honorary 
gentleman missionary occupies one side of the palace, and our friend the other. 
Varied missionary operations are going on within this capacious building, but 
her work is to visit the zenanas and schools, and prepare books for the Chris- 
tian adults and children. God has greatly blessed her in each department, 
partly, one cannot doubt, because of her lowliness of mind, for she esteems 
others better than herself, and is indeed least of all and servant of all. I wish 
you could see her in the midst of the infant church at Batala, gathered quite 
recently from among the heathen; there are men, women and children in the 


_ group, some of them descendants of martyrs for the faith. 


Oh! that He who enabled ev, and is so using her, may put it into the 
hearts of others to go and do likewise. There is many a similar sphere wait- 
ing to be occupied, and some that do not involve the same amount of personal 
sacrifice. 

But some, though full of zeal and iit cannot, from circumstances, give 
themselves as she has done, and could not, perhaps, stand the climate. Will 
any such ask themselves before God whether He would have them send a 
substitute, or even more than one? Our missionary in Krishnagur, who is in- 
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fluencing hundreds in that district, is sustained by ome devoted friend, and a 
special blessing seems to rest on that work. Let us remember the earnest 

touching pleadings on behalf of India, of her who has so lately passed from 

among us—dear Miss Havergal—who, in the midst of her abundant labors. 
- foundtime to think of an absent member, and sent out to me her last book, with 
loving words inscribed on the fly leaf. Dues she zow, think you, feel that she 
pleaded too hard when she asked: ‘‘Is it too great a thing? Will not one rise 
and go ?’’ Laying her joys aside as her Master laid them down ; seeking His 
lone and lost in the veiled abodes of woe; winning His Indian gems to shine 
in His glorious crown! Oh, dear friends, the opportunity of serving the Lord 
with our labor or our substance is rapidly passing away for us all. Many won- 
drous events around us give promise of the speedy return of Him who, when 

He comes to reckon with His servants, will pronounce the joyful ‘‘ Well done ' 

on all who have been faithful to the trust committed to them, whether it be 
active service or consecration of substance. May each one here be ready to 


welcome His appearing, to enter into His joy, and sit down with Him to taste 
the reward! 


Our readers should know that by “honorary missionaries,” as men- 
tioned above, are meant those who support themselves—are not sup- 
ported by any board or society. Mrs. Weitbrecht’s proposal that one, 
unable to go and labor in person, should send and support one who can 
go, is worthy of adoption by many. 

Those who will read or listen to such utterances from the heart and 
lips of women, and become familiar with the earnest efforts and lives of 
such women workers in the mission fields, will have little disposition to 
renew the old discussion whether it is proper for them to have part in 


Christian work. And to those who remain chronic grumblers on this © 


subject, we commend this vigorous utterance of Chancellor Crosby : 


“The early church had women, as well as men, deacons. The power of 


women must be brought in, or the work of the church is incomplete. I do not 

believe in giving work to women just to give them something to do—to let 
_ them play at work—but because she is the mightiest power in the church, and 
none the less so because she works in what might be called the second rank of 
the church, It is because woman is a mighty power in the church, that the 
Holy Spirit has ordained that she should have an official position there; and 


that country is first in civilization that honors most the power and need of 


woman as a Civilizer. That is the grandest hope of our country. Let every 


church have in it not only the elders and deacons, but let them organize these . 


women. Let them visit the sick and act as collectors, and act in all those 
branches of work in which woman shows her power. From such an organiza- 
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tion the church will be raised to a plane of activity that will be felt. We must 
go back to the primitive church, where we find the organized bands of women 
for church work, and according as the church to-day follows the divine model 
in the Word, so she will prosper.”’ 


Some few of these grumblers have even expressed fears lest this re- 
vival of woman’s place and work in the church assume such dimensions 
as to disregard the prerogatives, and outrun and overshadow the work 
of the men. We remit all such to the tender mercies of the women, as ~ 
shown in the following paragraph by one of their noble Christian 
workers, who fitly and forcibly says : | 


“Tn the presence of such a fear as this, we submit that the only thing to be 
done is forthe synods and presbyteries, ministers and elders, to rise up in their 
might and do far more than the women can do. Call in the funds, besiege the 
Almighty with prayers—find, equip and send forth the men—and your sisters 
will not sit down and let you go on and do all the work; no, they never again 
can do that—but they will rejoice and be glad, while they work more earnestly 
than before for the blessed cause, from which none can ever part them.” 


X--AFRICA. 


AFRICA—WESTERN.—The King of Ashantee has declared war against Eng- 
land, and is threatening English settlers and interests along the Gold coast. A 
later report comes that his message was misinterpreted, and that he desires 
peace with the British. The French African explorer, Henri Le Isaret and his 
whole party, are reported to have been recently murdered by the Gallas tribes. 

Mr. McCall, of the Livingstone inland mission, pushing ahead of Stanley 
and his party, with some loss and difficulty, writes from Manyanga, a little 
more than half the distance from the coast to Stanley Pool. He reached that 
point Nov. 2d, 1880. From Manyanga for quite a long distance, the river is 
free from rapids, and progress can be made in canoes. Manyanga seems to be 
a large market, a place of much trade, and it was proposed to build a good 
station there as a kind of ‘‘ half-way house”’ to the pool. Eight missionaries 
are now reported in this mission since the death of Messrs. Telford and Peter- 
HH son, viz., Messrs. Harvey and McKergow, at Mataddi Minkanda; Mr. and 
Mrs. Craven, at Paraballa; Mr. and Mrs. Richards and Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, 
ie at Banza Montiko; besides Mr. McCall and Messrs. Clarke and Lancely, in 
a the advance, at Manyanga. Including the two who have died, and three who 
| have returned to England, we find sixteen in all have been sent out to this. 
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mission from its beginning, three years ago. The mission is closely connected 
with the East London Institute, of which we gavesome account in our first No. 
of this year, page 71; Mr. H. Grattan Guinness being its Hon. Director, 
and Mrs. Guinness being its Secretary. The enterprise is proving difficult and 
expensive. May the dear Lord be with these pioneers, working with them in > 
laying foundations for permanent and glorious: results. Mr. McCall wrote 
from Manyanga, Nov. Ioth, reporting the Congo a mile and a quarter wide at | 
that point, ‘‘ flowing swiftly, without rocks or rapids, between straight banks 
well covered with fine trees.” He and his party were suffering from sickness. 
Manyanga is said to be only eighty miles from Stanley Pool. Four new mis- 
sionaries have recently left England to reinforce this mission, taking a steam 
launch with them. 

Count de Brazza, the Italian explorer, has just accomplished an interesting 
tour up the Ogove river, in Western Africa, as far as practicable, by canoe, 
and thence overland a six days’ journey to the Congo, reaching the latter river 


_ five days’ journey above (inland from) Stanley Pool, and thence down the Congo 


and back to the month of the Ogove, his starting place. Coming down 
the Congo he met Stanley and his party in a mountainous region, twenty-five 
miles inland from Avedi, a region furnishing no supplies, so that they had to 
keep with them European supplies for men and animals, and were making 
slow progress. Count de Brazza reports that he heard one of the English Bap- 
tist missionaries had been shot in the groin by the natives. This, very likely, 
was Mr. Comber, shot in the back, as mentioned under ‘‘ Congo Mission.”’ 
The Count says the high table-lands, on the upper waters of the Ogove, are 2400 
feet above sea-level, comparatively free from fever, with a large and peaceful 
population, He wason the eve of starting up the Ogove on a second exploring 

tour. Surely, the mission of Dr. Nassau should be pushed into those “ high | 


table-lands’’ with no loss of time. 


We are sorry to see a report that the French party exploring a railroad route 


across the Sahara, have nearly all perished at the hands of barbarous tribes. 


AFRICA—CENTRAL.— Uganda.—Accounts (Sept. 27th, 1880) represent King - 
Mtesa as having been influenced by a dream to renew his allegiance to Islam. 
Two angels appeared to him in the dream, ordering him to renew his former 
usage of saying ‘‘ Allah Akbar ;’”’ whereupon he ordered all at court to use this 
formula, and proclaimed himself a Moslem again. This account is from Mr. 
Pearson, who was still alone at Rubaga, but Mr. Mackay was at Kagei return- 
ing to him. | | 

Hlumau Sacrifices.—Mr. Pearson writes: ‘‘ A short time ago the houses where 
the royal tombs are were rebuilt, and when finished, more than 200 people 
were sacrificed.’ 

When Mr. Pearson last wrote, Mtesa’s army had just returned from war with 
Usoga, bringing 300 captive women as the king’s share, and Mr. P. was told 
that 1000 captives had died on the return march. A later report comes that 
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Mtesa was about to send his forces against Mirambo, which, it was feared, 
would entail much slaughter. 

The Waganda chiefs had not reached Uganda. Latest reports leave them 
at Uyui, Nov. 23d, in company with Messrs. Stokes, O'Flaherty, and Litch- 
field. The influence on Mtesa, of the return and report of these envoys to 
England, is yet to be seen, 

Blantyre.—We learn from India that Dr. Rankin, after his visit to Blantyre, 
went on and reached Bombay the last of December—that he gave the impres- 
sion to all friends there that the charges made against the Blantyre mission- 
aries were grossly exaggerated, and many of them utterly false. 

A slave convoy had been formed within 20 miles of the mission, and a party - 
of 16 Arabs had decoyed and abducted two girls from the mission station, and 
the mission staff had refrained from attacking the Arabs, though they might 
easily have done so. 

By the same steamer that conveyed Dr. Rankin to Bombay, came also ar 
gentleman connected with the opium plantation on the Zambezi river.” He is 
said to have 170 acres in poppy cultivation, and goes to India to obtain Malwa 
natives for his plantation, as they best understand the cultivation and manu- 
facture of opium. And is it so, that superadded to all the other woes of 
wretched and despoiled Africa, her fertile soil is now to be desecrated by the 
- growth of this destructive poison ? 

Captain Wybrants is reported to have been killed by the Africans, on . his 
journey from the east coast toward Umzila'’skingdom. The Rev. Mr. Pinkerton 
was with Captain W. and his party for a time, and expressed some fears lest 
the expedition was so warlike as to encounter opposition and violence. : 

_ Blantyre.—Since writing the above, the Church of Scotland’s Missionary 
Record of April brings us more facts about this mission. In the third volume 
_of this REVIEW, pp. 460,461, are some comments on the appointment of Dr. 
Rankin as a deputation to Blantyre. Whether Mr. and Mrs. Pringle, who ac- 
- companied Dr. Rankin at their own charges, went with any authority from the 
church, we have not been able to ascertain. So far as we are able to learn, 
Dr. Rankin exercised no ‘‘full power * * * to regulate the whole of its 
affairs,’’ but limited himself to gathering facts and reporting to the home 
authorities. This certainly was more judicious than the other course would © 
have been, even if the church accorded such full powers to him. And yet, 
from all we learn thus far of this case, there is much to cause regret and pro- 
found concern. The attempt to get any civil magistrate, or the consul of 
Mozambique even, to accompany Dr. Rankin to Blantyre, failed. Senor 
_ Nunez, the vice-consul at Quillimane, followed him up the river, but whether 
in time to be of any service, or whether he could have been of service in any 
event, we are not told. Nor are we favored with Dr. Rankin’s report, or so 
much as a fragment of it. We are simply told that ‘‘the results of the investi- 
gation have now been submitted to the Commission of Assembly, and are of a 
very painful character. The reports of the Foreign Mission Committee and of 
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the General Assembly’s special committee are too lengthy to be given in 
full,” &c. | 


From this language we infer that Dr. Rankin's work and report have been 


reported on by each of the above two committees, and that this Commission of 


General Assembly bases its action on the two said reports. Just what is the 


character and what the powers of this Commission, and why it took action in 


the case at all, when General Assembly is so soon to meet, we do not under- 
stand. But it took action, and this comes to us in the Record. Of the two 
reports mentioned (Foreign Mission Committee’s and General Assembly’s 


special committee’s) this Commission says: ‘‘ They show that various acts of 


cruelty, retaliation and indiscretion were committed by several of their agents — 
at intervals between September, 1877 and September, 1879, and that the For- 
eign Mission Committee deemed it necessary to recall the Rev. Duff McDonald, 


Mr. John Buchanan and Mr, G. R. Fenwick.” 


The action of this commission appears in seven renee, four of which 
give the pith of it, viz. 


TIT. While regretting that the church did not, the Foreign Mision 
Committee, distinctly instruct their agents, when the Blantyre mission was origi- 


nally established, that they must not, in any circumstances, attempt to exercise 


civil jurisdiction there, the commission condemn in the strongest terms, and 
bitterly deplore the conduct of which certain of these agents—assuming that 
jurisdiction—were on various occasions guilty in the earlier days of the Blan- 
tyre mission. | 

“IV. That the commission declare their satisfaction that such conduct has 
for nearly two years entirely ceased, and that the Foreign Mission Committee 
have prohibited all their agents at Blantyre from usurping civil jurisdiction 
over the natives. 

‘“V. That the commission approve of the reported resolutions of the F oreign 
Mission Committee, and of their mode of dealing with the several agents em- 
ployed by them at Blantyre ; that in approving of this action as indispensable in 


the unhappy circumstances, the commission recognize the good work which 


has been earnestly and successfully done by Mr. McDonald in translating the 
Scriptures into the native dialect, and in the general supervision of the religious 
work of the mission, and by the other agents in their respective departments. 

“VI. That the commission further suggest to the said committees the ex- 
pediency of endeavoring to ascertain, for the guidance of next General 
Assembly, how other missions established among uncivilized tribes, with no 


settled government, are managed ; and to what extent these missionaries have 


escaped the difficulties and troubles experienced at Blantyre.” 

We feel the delicacy and difficulty involved in any comments on this case 
from our own standpoint. The very thought of missionaries, who go to 
preach the Gospel and win heathen to a crucified Christ, practicing cruelty 
upon them, is abhorrent. We would utter no word of apology for needless 
severity by missionaries in dealing with the worst of heathen—even the most 
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savage cannibals. And yet, we must confess, we are far from satisfied with the 
complicated process and results in this case. 

First of all we must notice the fact that neither from the official organ, the 
Record, nor from the public prints, do we yet find any utterances by the Blan-. 
tyre missionaries themselves. Allis ex farte from the home committees and 
Commission. We may not say there: has been studied care to prevent the 
missionaries from having any hearing with the public; but some statements 
made by the missionaries, and published along with the action of home com- 
mission and committees, would have conveyed an impression of impartiality 
and magnanimity. Most likely we shall hear from some of the missionaries 
hereafter. 

A fundamental question just here, is, when missionaries go thus among sav- 
ages or cannibals, entirely beyond the reach of civilized nations and govern- 
ments, have they a right to defend themselves, and their wives and children, 
or not? 

Was the Rev. Duff McDonald told by his committee, on going to Blantyre, 
that, if attacked, he was not to defend himself, or protect his wife, or prevent 
the natives from breaking into his house, plundering his goods and carrying 
off his wife and children ? i 

And if self-defence in emergency is justifiable, on the ground of natural and 
. inherent rights, are not kind and prudent measures and regulations for the self- 
government of such a colony, and for the government of the natives who 
please to come under their control and protection, equally proper and right? 
Indeed, were such a band of missionaries to go into Central Africa and under- 
take to live and work without such regulations for mutual self-government and 
protection, would they not quickly fall to pieces, and survivors be blamed for 
their folly ? 

Can any thoughtful person read the IIId. Resolution inti and not feel that 
if the Blantyre missionaries have erred in exercising civil jurisdiction, the 
original sin and blame of this rest wholly with the Foreign Mission Committee ? 
Why did not that committee so instruct its missionaries as to forestall any such 
exercise of civil authority? We look in vain through all the resolutions of the 
Commission, and statements about the voluminous reports of committees, for 
so much as an intimation even, that the Blantyre missionaries have disobeyed 
any instructions of their home committee. © 

In its [Vth. and Vth. Resolutions the Commission exonerates the missionaries 
from any blame for the last two years; leaving us to infer that their previous 
measures had proved successful in bringing the mission into a more prosper- 
ous and healthful state ; and this view is strengthened by the published reports 
and letters, the widening influence of the mission on neighboring chiefs and 
people, and by its recent converts. 

And yet this Commission approves the veca// of these missionaries for acts 
of civil jurisdiction which transpired years ago, and in only ¢wo of which even 
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Dr. Rankin finds any stdin severity ; and none of which were in conflict with 
the instructions of their home committee ? 

We have already declared that we have no words of apology for needless 
severity by the missionaries. If they exercised such severity let its guilt rest 
where it belongs. A case is mentioned where a native was punished for steal- 
ing goods which it was afterwards found he did not steal. When it can be | 
shown that civil magistrates and juries even, have never condemned the inno- 
cent on evidence which seemed conclusive, but afterwards proved delusive, 
then let such an instance be urged as proof of the malicious motives and 
character of these missionaries. Till then, it is very possible they deserve 
more sympathy in their own sorrow for the mistake, than blame for having 
made it. 

Who can read the VIIth Resolution above, and repress amazement that such 
information was not sought, and, so far as possible, found at the outset ? 

We commend to this Commission and all concerned the case of Rev. George 
Brown, Wesleyan missionary in New Britain, who felt impelled to organize and 
lead a military force against the cannibals who had killed and eaten four of his 
native teachers. He killed so many, and chastised them so severely, that they 
seem to have kept on their good manners ever since—now three or four years ; 
and Mr. B.’s influence is strong for good among them far and near. True, a 
few men, like Mr. Chirnside, raised a tempest about it, and Mr. Brown was 
summoned by the British authorities all the way to Fiji fortrial. Like one 
fearing God rather than man, he went; and the result is known, everywhere, 
we hope. The trial broke down. Mr. Brown was acquitted of blame, and 
went back to New Britain to labor on, and convince the living cannibals that 
he loves them, too, as well as the Christian teachers they killed and ate. 

_ We know nothing of Bro. McDonald, save what we have learned from his 

published letters and his work at Blantyre. For his manifest zeal, energy, 
industry, and consecration to his work, we have admired him, and thanked 
God for such a worker in that hard field. His wife, too, seems to be in accord 
with him in all efforts for the children and women. Is not the loss of such | 
workers to such a mission to be regretted and deplored? Nor may we omit to 
mention what seems to us ‘‘ a screw loose”’ in the process of his recall. Not 
only is the offence charged, one of long standing; not only does it involve no 
infraction of orders or instructions from the home authorities; (we should 
much like to know, if, in fact, the committee in charge of this mission has not 
known and approved of the civil jurisdiction exercised at Blantyre from the 
first; and whether the commissioner sent on the costly voyage to Africa to in- 
vestigate the mission should not more properly have been directed to investi- 
gate this home committee, and ascertain first of all what instructions it had 
given, and whether the Blantyre missionaries had disregarded them ; and find- 
ing, as now appears to be the fact, that no instructions have been disregarded 
by the missionaries, the commissioner and the whole church might have seen 
that it was the part of wisdom and Christian charity to set the home committee 
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right first, send out proper instructions, and defer all discipline of missionaries 


laboring in such circumstances of difficulty’and peril, till they should disobey - 


orders ;)—Not only does this commission testify that the offence charged had 
entirely ceased for some two years ; and testify also to the zeal and energy of 
Mr. McDonald and the great excellence and value of his work; but this recall 
—who inflicts it? ‘The Foreign Mission Committee,” we are told—the 
very committee responsible for the whole head and front of this offending. By 
whose authority ? Hasthe Presbyterian Church of Scotland demitted this most 


vital of its functions, and made over the discipline of its ministers to its foreign 
mission committee? Is not the Rev. Duff McDonald a member of some 


presbytery, or church court? Did not the Foreign Mission Committee accept 
him and send him to Africa on the recommendation, authority and ordination 
of said church court? Is it not his privilege and right now, to appeal to his 
church court against the action of said committee? Can any Presbyterian 
mission board or committee recall an ordained minister, or administer any 
other act of discipline till his case has first been acted upon by his church 
court? Ifso, then what is the gain of Presbyterianism over Episcopacy on the 
one hand, or the rankest Independency on the other? Shall we be told by our 


good Scotch brethren that a recall by the mission committee is not in the 


nature of discipline, and does not affect ministerial standing ? The nominal 


standing as a minister may remain, but it will be of small value. In case of 


missionaries with earnest souls, who love the work because they love Christ 
and the souls of the heathen, no severer act of discipline is possible than such 
arecall. Lives saddened and hearts crushed by such recalls, with usefulness 
marred—in some cases quite destroyed—have long been uttering their cry to 


God; and when the church shall become in earnest to evangelize the heathen 


she will no longer leave this power in the hands of a mission committee. - 
Besides, if the recall can be inflicted and not affect ministerial standing, 


' must we admit that an ordained minister, fitto preach to the people of Scotland, 


is not fit to preach Christ to the heathen of Central Africa ? 

Granted, that the Blantyre missionaries have erred in judgment, are not 
the manifest mistakes of the supervising committee at home of such serious 
magnitude, that they were bound in honor and Christian charity, and by regard 
to the best interests of the mission, so blessed of God the past two years, to 
recognize their own responsibility for the mistakes of the missionaries, and 


sending out the specific instructions they did, was it not the part, both of Chris- 


tian kindness and of the highest wisdom, to delay the recall, giving the mis- 
sionaries an opportunity to resign if they could not abide by these instructions, 
or to keep on with their work so prosperous hitherto, on the basis of these new 
instructions ? | 
We grieve for this mission, and pray God to overrule these unhappy events 
so that they may not bring permanent harm to this good work at Blantyre. 
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XI.--ANSWER TO THE PRESBYTERIAN FOREIGN BOARD, 
REQUIRED BY GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


Presented to the Board Oct. 3d, 1877. 
[See Vou. III., p. 223; Atso Preratory on p. 216.] 


‘Speaking the truth in love.’—Eph. iv. 15. 


The fifth proposal of my paper is— 


V.—Moved, That it is not competent for our Foreign Board to commit . 


business with power to any number of its own body less than its constitutional 
and legal quorum. : 


1. By constitutional quorum I mean, of course, the quorum named in 
your own constitution, as modified by subsequent action of General — 
Assembly. The quorum fixed in your original constitution is 13. The — 
change made by General Assembly in 1870 reduced this quorum to 5. 
After the N. Y. legislative act of March 12th, 1872, when you deprived 
your officers of their ex officio membership, you reduced your quorum 
to 4, and General Assembly assented. By legal quorum, I mean this © 
same, giving you the benefit of the doubt arising from no quorum be- 
ing mentioned in your charter ; on account of which, if your constitu- 
tional quorum is not accepted as your legal quorum also, many of your 
meetings, and all the business transacted at them, must be pronounced 
illegal and void, from lack of the presence of a majority of your board 
at said meetings. (See N. Y. Revised Statutes I., p. 557, § 6.) 

2. The frequency with which you have administered your trust by a 
number less than this quorum of 4, you must know, brethren, better 
than I do. Your action of January 5th, 1874, p. 332 of your minutes, 
says that all business requiring haste shall be committed to three with 
power. Does not this conflict with your legal quorum? Can such ac- 
tion by three be legal ? 

On p. 406 of your minutes, July 12th, 1875, at a meeting of four— 
barely a quorum—you committed business to two members— Messrs. 
Booth and Kingsley—with power. 

September 27th and October J1th, 1875, pp. 409 and 411 of your 


minutes, you committed a claim of $5050 to your Financial Committee, 
(leas than a ) with power. 
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December 13th, 1875, and January 10th, 1876, pp. 418 and 421 of 
your minutes, show your Financial Committee empowered to expend, 
and reporting as expended, $1950. Now, why have a quorum at all, if 
you are not to abide by it? Is not every item of your business com- 
mitted with power to, and transacted by, one member, two members, or 


three members of your board, illegal and void? Is it not also in viola- 


tion of your constitution and of the confidence the church imposes in 
you? Does not General Assembly and the whole church expect 
you to regard your quorum, your constitution and your by-laws? Is 
it not altogether {proper for General Assembly to instruct you no 
longer to administer your sacred trust by a number less than your con- 
stitutional and legal quorum ? 

My sixth proposal is— 


VI.— Moved, That it was not competent for our Foreign Board to appoint 
a third Secretary, and 1s not now to appoint a fourth, or any additional 


Secretaries, without first asking leave of General Assembly. — 


I am aware, brethren, that the fourth article of your constitution 
empowers you “ to appoint all missionaries and agents ;” and Secretaries 
are doubtless agents. But as the expression “all missionaries ” must 
be limited to only so many as the church is able and willing to support, 
and to such only as in character meet the requirements and approval 


of General Assembly, so, also, “all agents” must be limited by the 


judgment and approval of General Assembly. Your predecessors 


used to appoint agents to stimulate interest and gather funds in the 


home churches ; but General Assembly long ago decided, and most 
wisely, that such agents should no longer be employed to relieve pastors 
of their own proper duty. In 1872, (see p. 281 of your minutes,) you 
thought to revive this custom, and voted to appoint an agent for Chi- 
cago and the northwest. Happily, your action failed of approval by 
General Assembly, and was never carried out—showing that there is a 
limit to the “agents ” you may appoint. 

In the same article of your constitution you are empowered to 
“authorize all expenditure,” but if you vote a salary to each member of 
your board, will not your act be called in question? Why not also, if. 
you appoint a new Secretary, and vote him asalary beyond all precedent ? 
_ Of the many reasons why you should have obtained leave of General 
Assembly before appointing a third Secretary, accept the following, viz. : 

1, You are “directly amenable to General Assembly,” and assembly 
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is responsible to the churches, for your acts; and hence should have 
been consulted in a matter so important. 

2. Your predecessors, a body of 120, with a quorum of 13, used to 
overture General Assembly, and first get permission for all changes, 
even those of much less importance, such as enlarging the number of 
Vice-Presidents from their own body, and making a general agent an 
ex-officio member. (See minutes, 1838-40.) In view of such uniform 
deference to General Assembly by a board of 120 members, with a 


quorum of 13, why should you, with only 15 members, and a quorum of 
4, assume powers so much more absolute, while acting under the same 


general constitution ? 

3. I find no authority in your constitution for more than one Corres- 
ponding Secretary. Your constitution gives you just as much authority 
to appoint a plurality of Treasurers as Secretaries ; and, in my humble 
opinion, one of each is better than more. With one of each, the neces- 


sary duties of the Treasurer are more onerous, in my view, than those of 
the Secretary need be. 


4. There it a special provision in the 2d asticle of your constitution, 
requiring ou to propose new plans and measures to General Assembly 
for consultation and approval—of course, before you adopt them. I 
submit that this provision is itself evidence that you are not to elect new 
officers, enhance salaries, or adopt any new measures, without first gain- 
ing the approval of General Assembly. 

5. The embarrassment and unhappy issues involved, in case you 
appoint officers and enhance salaries that fail of General Assembly’s 
approval, is a reason for your first consulting that body. Had you filled 
the Chicago agency which you voted to create, Dec. 16th, 1872, before — 
you learned that the act would not be approved by General Assembly, 
whence would you have drawn your agent’s salary? 

In the present case, have you not embarrassed yourselves, this 3d 
Secretary and the whole church? You elected your third Secretary and 
fixed his salary in 1872. (See your minutes of June 4th, 1872.) You 
asked no permission from General Assembly, before or since. From 
the disaffection among missionaries that you did not raise their salaries 
as well as the salaries of your Secretaries, and from the falling off of 
281 contributing churches in the four ensuing years, have you not 
abundant reason to recognize the mistake you made? Are you not 
constrained to see that the salaries you enhanced must be reduced? 
that the prevailing sentiment of the church is that we have too many 
Secretaries to our foreign board? Would it not have been wiser and 
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better every way to have consulted General Assembly before you ap- 
pointed your third Secretary and raised the salaries? Is not my sixth 


pruposal, then, altogether considerate, and one which should be — 
by General Assembly, with no loss of time? — 


[The time that has elapsed since this paper, in its incipient state, was read to 
the General Assembly at Chicago, and, in its present form, was read to’ the 
board itself a few months later, has been sufficient to test, in some degree, the 
views expressed in it. 

Take the embarrassment referred to, by the board’ s unauthorized appoint- 
ment of a third Secretary and enhancement of salaries—has this embarrassment 
proved imaginary, or veal ? 

The disaffection caused in the missions—particularly in theIndia missions— 
by this action of the board; causing most of its missionaries to feel it a kind 
of outrage by the board that it refused to raise their salaries above $1080, when 
it could employ so many home officers, and give them $4000 each, and one of 
them $5000, has been distinctly stated already, and its unhappy effect in the 
missions, even to the resignation of some of the workers, and their return to 
the more desirable home pastorates and professorships, has been frankly — 
stated ; and, so far as we know, our views on this point have not been called in 


question. We have no doubt that the great majority of the friends of missions, 


and of the praying men and women who support this board, see and feel the 
injustice of the board in employing so many Secretaries on so large salaries, 
and at the same time refusing the petition of its missionaries for a small in- 
crease to their ‘‘subsistence allowance” of $1080, quite as meenty 3 as do the 
missionaries themselves. 

As to the embarrassment to the board itself—even if it has come to see and 
regret its mistake, either in the appointmentof thethird Secretary or the enhance- 


‘ment of the salaries; how is it to undo the mistake? Is it an easy matter to 


dismiss a Secretary when once appointed? Missionaries can be dismissed by a 
kind of easy process; but how is a Secretaty to be dismissed? And the same 
may be said of the salaries; once raised so high, how are they to be made 
lower? Can they be reduced without implying censure on the Secretaries ? 
and then the embarrassment to the assembly ; can General Assembly now 
take up this subject, and reduce salaries, or the number of Secretaries, without 
virtually passing a vote of censure on the board? Has not the board, by its 
unauthorized acts, imposed on the assembly the unpleasant alternative of 
quietly assenting to measures which the great majority feel to be unwise and 
wrong, or of opposing and trying to correct them at the risk of disaffecting the 
board and Secretaries, and of causing harm, at least temporarily, to the work © 
of foreign missions? From the many considerations that crowd upon the mind 
at this point, is it not plain that the original sin, in this case, is the action of 
the board in appointing new officers and enhancing salaries without first ob- 
taining the approval of General Assembly ? | 
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- We would not overlook the fact that, when too many Secretaries have been 
appointed, some of them caz resign of their own accord ; and also that, when the 
board has voted them too high salaries they cam voluntarily take less; and 
though the officers of this board stlll carefully conceal from the church and the 
public the salary each Secretary draws, yet we have been glad to observe the 
evidence of some workings of conscience, in the annual aggregates. In 1877, 
the very year this paper was presented to the Assembly in Chicago, the aggre- 
gate to the four officers of this board fell from $15,000 of 1875 to $14,000. In : 
1878 there was a slight reaction to $14,300. But in 1879, it fell still lower, to 
$12,850. Again it reacted in 1880, to $13,750. 

As to the embarrassment to the Secretary himself. Touching this most gently, 
and in truest love, is it possible for one receiving $5000 a year from the funds of 
the mission board, to go before an audience whose utmost efforts secure them an 
average of only $500, or less, for the support of each family, and urge them to 
self-denial in giving to that board—really giving to make up his large salary? 
Can he keep the contrast between his means of support, and theirs, out of mind? 
And when he draws from the board’s treasury his ¢hvee months’ salary—$1250, 
can he keep out of his mind that this is more than his brother, toiling 
among the heathen in India, receives fora whole year? And when he looks 
at his whole $5000 for the year, can he repress the thought that this money 
might support four devoted missionary families in India, and several schools 
and native workers besides? Does not a mission Secretary on a high salary 
labor under embarrassment from which he may well pray to be delivered? If 
Paul guarded his Christian influence and power so carefully that he would take 
no salary or support at all, should not a missionary or a Secretary guard against 
weakening his power by such a salary? — 


XII.--BOOK AND LITERARY NOTICES. 


Misstons AND Missionary Society oF THE Metaopist Episcopan CHURCH. 


By Rev. J. M. Reid, D. D. In two volumes, with 12 parts, 10 maps 


and 51 illustrations ; published by Phillips & Hunt, New York ; 
and Hitchcock & Walden, Cincinnati. 


We mentioned this work in our third volume, page 90, reserving a 
fuller notice till we could speak from personal knowledge. We have 
not yet been able to read carefully the entire work, though it has held 
us spell-bound every time we have been able to look into it ; and what 
we have read has contributed largely to our knowledge of the mission 
work of this large and growing branch of the church ; and the sketches 
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of its heroic and life-sacrificing workers have deepened our conviction 


that the elements of the cross of Christ still live in the hearts of true 
‘believers, and have lost nothing of their primal power. 
We need not attempt a full analysis of these volumes. Our space com-— 


pels brevity. And yet, we would gladly give our readers a taste of them. If 
we mistake not, the key to the fitness of the writer for such a work, may be 
found on his very first page: ‘‘ The apostolic church was a// missionary. Its 


founder was a missionary ; so were all its members; and its entire spirit was 


missionary.” ‘This is the true view of the church, and must be recognized by 
any who would fittingly write her annals. 

The check to this missionary spirit — character of the early church, caused 
by the ‘‘influx of wealth and power’’ under Constantine, is well and forcibly 
stated; and that page of church history so briefly and aptly touched here in 
passing, is one of solemn warning to the church to-day, in the present stage of 
her foreign missionary work—especially to those who are seeking to lessen 
the self-sacrifices involved in this work, and rely too much on money and 
worldly inducements and appliances for evangelizing the heathen. . 

The ‘‘ Origin of the Missionary Society,’’ involving the story of John Stew- 


art, must not be marred by any attempt to epitomize it. Its first auxiliary, 
‘The Female Missionary Society at New York,”’ organized i in July, 1819, is a 


record of woman's work for missions never to be omitted. 

So also the record that in the first years of this parent society and its auxili- 
aries, ‘‘no officers were salaried "’ (pp. 22 and 29), just as in case of the first 
missionary societies of the Presbyterians, of the American Board, and of other 
early missionary organizations. | 


_ Has not the change or loss of this early usage brought with it a loss of 
- power and blessing? That there has since been growth and blessed results in 
the work of foreign missions, is not the question; but rather how much greater © 


and more blessed results might have been secured by adhering to the first 
principles and usage of these societies. 

One crowning excellence of the missionary organization of this church is, 
that it is created by the church, and is a part of the church; or rather the 
church itself is the mission society. The missionary society is no outside cor- 
poration, nominally amenable to the church, but in reality wholly independent 
of it. The church itself made and modified the society, and the church itself 


so conducts, controls and does the whole work, that Dr. Durbin tries to ex- 


press her relation to it by saying: ‘“‘ The support of missions is committed to 


the churches, congregations and societies as such.” . We think he might better 

have said, ‘‘ Not only the support, but the comduct of missions, belongs to the — 
church, by right of Christ Himself having committed them to her.’’ We pass 
no judgment on the distinctive creed or polity of this church. But be her — 


polity whatever it may, no church has a right to belittle herself, lessen her 
sense of responsibility, dishonor her master and betray her missionaries, by 
deputing her trust in the conduct of missions to an outside corporation. 
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To give a slight insight into this continuation of the acts of the Apostles, let 
us glance at a few of the pioneers of one of the missions sketched in these 
volumes. We will take that of Liberia, in Africa. 

After the first disastrous attempt of Paul Cuffee to establish a colony on the © 
coast of Africa in 1815, ending in his death ; and the sad loss of life attending 
the first enterprise of the colonization society, with Dr. S. A. Crozer as its | 
agent, in 1320—numbers of the colonists and two of its agents dying of fever 
almost as soon as they landed on the island of Sherbro; and the sickly 
remnant ultimately settling at Cape Montserrado—the first white mission- 
ary, Rev. ave Holton, a ~~ landed there in 1826, ‘‘ but was soon in | 
his grave.” 

The first M. E. missionary, Rev. Melville B. Cox, landed March 7th, 1833, 
and died July 21st, 1833. : 

A second party, Messrs. Spaulding, Wright and their wives, and Miss Soph- 


ronia Farrington, landed there January Ist, 1834. In a month and 4 days Mrs. 


Wright died of the fatal fever, at the early age of 23. Herhusband died March 
29th following. Mr. Spaulding and Miss Farrington suffered so much from 
fever that he decided to abandon the mission, and May 17th sailed for Amer- 
ica. He urged Miss Farrington to come with him, but she declined. Her 
own account cannot be too widely known. She writes: — 


‘‘T was now seized with the fever again, which ran so high that about the 


4th day I was given upto die. The pain extended all over my system, and 


was increasing. The doctor said mortification was taking place. After he had 
left, I prayed that the silver cord might be loosed and the golden bowl broken, 


if it were the will of the Lord. I was alone, except a little native girl who 


was asleep in the room. The thought immediately came to me, Is there not 
some one to sympathize with me? At‘®nce Jesus seemed to stand by my 
side, with all His native sympathy, and showed me that it was not His will that 
I should die at this time, placing the mission before me as a reason why I should - 
remain. I said, ‘Then, Lord, remove the disease’ In a moment, sudden as 
a flash of lightning, the fever and pain all left me, and I was well. * * * 
Eight missionaries were now dead, and Mr. Spaulding, our superintendent, 
was to sail for America on the following Tuesday, with Mr. Temple, a colored 
man. He was calculating to take me with him, and give up the mission. But 
I said, ‘No; I can never see this mission abandoned. I can die here, but I 
will never return until the mission is established. But he said, ‘ The board 
will probably cut yoy off if you do not go. I anid, ‘I will stay and trust the 


On Mr. Spaulding’s reaching America, the Rev. John Seys volunteered to 
go to this forlorn mission, kept alive only by this sick and suffering woman. 
We cannot better represent his own heroism than by the fact of his going, and 
the expression of his feelings on landing in Africa. He says: 


“We were soon at the house and in the presence of the solitary remnant 
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of the former mission band, Miss Farrington, on whose visage the pestilence 
had left its traces, and who was at the time enjoying a little, but short, respite 
from its grasp * * * Never will I forget mv emotions as I first took her 
hand, and was welcomed to Africa by the only representative of the Methodist 


Episcopal mission in that country, and that representative a delicate, frail, 
emaciated woman.’’ 


And well does the writer of these volumes add : 


‘Sophronia Farrington was made of missionary stuff. She had faith in God 
almost to enthusiasm. Her zeal before she reached Africa gained souls for 
Christ by scores in her home church, in the schools she taught, and among the. 
70 emigrants who sailed with her in the ‘Jupiter... Her very accomplishments 
were made tributary to the Master, as she charmed savages by her painting 
and drawing. Her zeal for Africa was consuming.” 


Miss Sophronia Farrington was the first woman ever sent by this church to 
tell the heathen of a crucified Christ. What men have acted a part more 
worthy, or better illustrating true faith in this Christ, and full acceptance of, His 
own divine teaching? (Mark viii, 35.) And with such a spirit in the first 
woman sent to this work, what wonder her church has been blessed with a 
noble band of successors for this same work in the different foreign missions 
among the heathen. To one of her successors in this mission to Liberia we 
cannot withhold a brief reference: | 

After five months in Africa, Mr. Seys returned to America in March, 1835, 
roused new interest in the churches, and July 11th, 1835, taking his wife and 
younger children, sailed again for Africa. Nov. 4th he writes that his son was 


dead, and both he and his wife were prostrated with the fever. Again he re- 


turns to America, his wife remaining as the forlorn hope of the mission. Mr. 


_S. tries to awaken fresh interest, and enlist a reinforcement. Oct. 15th, 1836, 


he sails again for Africa with Rev. S. Chase and a colored local preacher. 
In a few months Mr. Chase was seized with epilepsy, and, disabled and emaciated, 
was brought back to America. In such an emergency, where was the strong 


heart to offer life as the almost certain sacrifice for this suffering mission? The 


record, in substance, is, that, moved by Mr. Seys’ appeals, shortly before he 


sailed for Africa, for the third time, Mrs. Ann Wilkins sent a brief note to Dr. 
Bangs as follows: | 


‘‘ A sister who has a little money at command gives that little cheerfully, and 


1s willing to give her life as a female teacher if she is wanted.” 


Mrs. Ann Wilkins was wanted. and went; and while Governor Matthias, 
who sailed with her, was soon bereft of his wife, and driven by the fever back 
to New York, and others fell around her, God made this feeble woman of strong 
faith and heroic soul a pillar of strength in that mission, some 20 years. Her 
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record is: ‘‘In labors abundant, full of faith and love, and crowned with saving 
results, she continued till 1856. * * At one period she triumphed over the 
salvation of her entire school, excepting only the youngest child. * * She 
was mighty in faith and works. Far in the interior, even to this day, we 
trace her influence over savage chieftains.” In 1857 she returned to New 
York, and at her first appearance at a communion season in Brooklyn, Bishop 
Waugh announced her: presence, and invited her, if able, to come forward. 
‘Slowly and feebly, leaning on the arm of * * the first Directress of the Fe- 
male Missionary Society of New York, her own arm having been broken on the 
voyage and being in a sling, the slight form that enshrined so grand a soul, 
moved down the aisle and kneeled to receive the sacredemblems. There was 
breathless silence, quick heart-beats, and when she turned her wan face to the 
congregation, all hearts melted in love and tears before one who had so nobly 
been partaker of the sufferings of Christ. She survived a little while—then 
Christ took her.” 

Will not He who has made the alabaster-box of precious ointment, and the 
widow’s mite, perpetual memorials, remember also the life-work and sacrifice 
of Ann Wilkins? Can any calls issued by officers of missionary boards enlist 
more consecrated workers than such volunteers ? | 

No true Methodist should fail to study well this record of what God has done 
for the heathen through the earnest and consecrated men and women of this 
church; and no live Christian in any other Protestant church can afford to be © 
ignorant of the great and blessed work accomplished by the missions of this M, 
E. Church, and so well and ably recorded in these volumes. 


CANADIAN METHODIST MAGAZINE, devoted to Religion, Literature, and 
Soctal Progress. Toronto, Wm. Briggs; Halifax, S. F. Huestis. $2 a year; 
single Nos., 25 cents. This magazine is a monthly, each number of 96 pp., 
elegantly illustrated, gotten up in excellent taste, the matter of great variety, 
choice and pure. It shows marked enterprise and ability in our Methodist — 
brethren in Canada, that they can sustain such a magazine, already in its 13th 
volume. We wish it still larger success. 


MISSIONARY DIRECTORY AND MANUALS.—Rev. Wm. E. Blackstone, of Oak 
Park, Ill., has already issued a tentative edition of his Missionary Directory ; and 
now we learn the Rev. Frank S. Dobbins, of Philadelphia, has in press, to 
issue immediately, a Manual of Foreign Missionary Geography, Statistics and: 
Reading, to include a list of all stations, with latitude and longitude; also, 
full statistics and directory of alj missionary societies, with classified lists of — 
books of reference in regard to each mission-field. We hear of a third work 
of this kind in preparation in New York. We have in these three works, devised 
and thus far prosecuted without the authors’ knowing each other’s purpose, 
good evidence of growing interest in the great work of missions. All increase 
of knowledge thus furnished cannot fail to be of service in deepening and 
extending interest still more. 
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